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LETTER XLIIL 



Kovember i^b^ 1786i 

A NEW letter^ exceffively rigorous 
and tolerably incoherent) has fufpended 
Launay in the exercife of all his func- 
tions. Yet I fcarcely can believe it is in- 
tended to fully the beginning of a reign 
by ufelefs cruelty. The viftim is immo- 
lated to the natioh the moment the man 
is no longer in place. The remainder 
(^ would only be the explofion of gratui- 
N-v tous hatred) fihce the unfortunate Lau« 
^ nay no longer can give umbrage to any 
one. Verder is placed at the head of 
(K> .VoL.IL B the 
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the cuftoms^ We (hall fee what the fte\v* 
eflabljiftied order will produce ; or rather 
whether they will know how to cftabliih 
any neW order. In the mean time the 
difchatgei of forty Frenchmen is deter- 
mined on^ in petto. But I cannot perceive 
that thefe kind of Sicilian vefpers are 
likely even to gain the public favour* 
The theatre here is not fufficiently vaft 
to conCeal from the pit what is paffing 
behind the fcenes* There is fcarcely any 
iilufioh poffibie, except that of a6tually 
doirtg good. I fhall endeavour to fave 
Launay, by caufing Prince Henry to fay^ 
%Yho haB at leaft preferved the privilege 
of utteting all he pleafes, that hitherto 
the King has teally a6led in this bufiheft 
as the man of the nation; but that, 
fhotild he go farther, he will become the 
man of the perfecutors of L/aunay ; that 
there are public murmurs which affirm 
he has efpoufed their hatred, &c. Cer*^ 
tain it is that the repetition ttf tht felf* 
important /, in Launay^s eitiixmte, has 
put the King out of huBaour> lOid eveA 
in a paffion^ 

His 
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His Majefty arrived yefterday, and re-' 
turned this morning. This feems to be 
an epifode in the romance of Vofs, which 
approaches the denouementi and which 
is fufpended to obtain the three following 
articles — ^Two hundred tkoufand crowns 
for her portion^ The King refufes— (or 
will only count out a thoufand crowns 
per months fo that the payment will not 
be completed in lefs than fifteen years 
and eight months, which will render the 
fum a little problematic) A left-handed 
marriage — (To this he confents, but the 
lady finds that a very equivocal kind of 
circumft^nce) or to marry her to a man 
whp (hall depart on the bridal day, as 
ambaiTador to Sweden — (There is no cer- 
tainty of finding a man fufficiently bafe^ 
in that clafs which ftiould rank him 
among ambaffadors) Mifs avows that, 
without being amorous, Ihe is rendered 
excoedingly fenfible by a three year's fiege 
— But what ihgU become of her? — Of 
her uncle? — Her family? What place 
ihall flie bold in the public opinion ; in 
pty, and court ? Such is the purport of 
B % the 
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the negociation Gondu6ted by !Bifhot)f- 
werder. I do, not fuppofe him young 
enough to be the King's fubftitute; fo 
that the fpeculation does not appear to 
be very certain. 

As to the King^ there is indeed fome 
little curiofity, a degree of obftinacy, and 
fomewhat of vanity, but ftill greater want 
of a companion, with whom he may be 
as much of a goflip, may loll, and drefs 
as flovenly as he pleafes. The circum- 
fiance that (hackles the negociation is 
that Rietz and her tribe muft evacuate 
the country, and the King is exceedingly 
attached to her fon. Itis neceffary however 
to add to all this that Mademoifelle Vofs 
relates herfelf all the tales repeated in 
public, and even of the moft fecret cour- 
tiers, which concern herfelf; and this 
may render the probability of thefe con- 
jectures fufpicious. 

The King it is faid returns to Potfdam 
till the 8th. He is not there fo entirely 
occupied by bufinefs, or fecret pleafure, 
as to exclude all company. Mr. Arnim 
is one of his fociety ; a kind of unfiniihed 

man 
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man of the world, who has acquired 
many friends by the affability and amenity 
of his manners and his great fortune^ and 
whofe underftanding, fuflSciently upright 
and little brilliant, being timid and waver- 
ing, neither gives umbrage to the King 
nor infpires him with fears! In all def- 
potic countries, one grand means of good 
fortune is mediocrity of talents^ If it be 
generally true that no pofitive afTertions 
ought to be made in the prefence of 
princes, and that hefitation and delibe- 
ration always pleafe them, I think it 
peculiarly fo applied to Frederic Wil- 
liam IL 

It is affirmed the affigniinents are made 
put, and that this has been the labour 
pf Welner alone. For this reafon all the 
minifters, Schuleoibourg excepted (per- 
haps becaufe of his connedlions with 
Poiint Finkenftein, whom the inaugura- 
tion of Mademoifelle Vofs mufl render 
powerful), are refllefs and terrified. Some 
of them have not yet given in the leaft 
account to the King. Eftimate by this' 
f^p ft ate of a country in which every 
B 3 thing 
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thing depends on the induftry of the 
King. Be not aftonifhed that fo little 
tnention is made of bufinefs^ for no bufi*^ 
nefs is tf anfa6ked : the affair of Launay 
is the only one which is purfued with 
a6l:ivity . dnd hatred; every thing elfe. 
flumbers. 

A perfon who comes from Ruflia af-. 
fures me that the Emprefs has Icmg omit* 
ted going any more to the fenate^ and 
that (he habitually intoocicates ' horfelf^ 
every morning, with Champaigne ancj 
Hungary wine ; (this is ccmtradiftory to 
every account I have hitherto received.} 
That Potemkin elevate his ambition to 
the grandeft projefts, and that it is 
openly affirmed he will either be made 
emperor or be beheaded, at the accedion 
of the Grand Duke. This artful and tle- 
cifive man, poffefied of uncommon' forti- 
tude, has not a (ingle friend ; and yet, 
the number of his creatures and creditors, 
who with him would lofe their all, is fo 
great in every clafs of the people, that 
his party is extremely formidable. He 
amafies immenfe treafures, in a country 

where 



f 7 ] 

where cwry thing is venal, Accuftoni'^ 
ed never to pay his debts^ and difpofing 
c^ evjeiy thii^ in Rqfliia^ he does {lot 
find lany difficulty in accumulating enor^ 
xnpus iufBs» He has an apartment^ the 
|cey of which he ke^ himfdf, partition- 
ed out from top to bottom^ and divided 
into a great number of boxes, iilied with 
^ank bills of Kuilia^ I>enmark} and par«- 
tic\}tajly of Holland and England* A 
f^rfoa in his employment propoied the 
pufchafe of a library to him, appertain^- 
ing to a great lord that had lately died. 
Potemkin took him into his bank bill 
apartment, where the only anfwer he 
made was afking whether he imagined 
this library was of equal value with the 
oi>e propofed. Poffefled of fuch pecuni- 
ary aidy he haa no need of any other to 
perform whatever he (hall dare to underf- 
takfc, at Peteriburg* 

I muft h«re mention that Doctor Roger- 
-fon, who yefterday departed on his re- 
turn to Petersburg, affirms that no pcr- 
{on in £urope leads a more fober and re- 
B 4 gular 
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gular life than Catherine IL He how^ 
ever has been eight months abfent. 

I have collected fome particulars that 
are rather curious, relative to tlie ufur- 
pation made on the ducal rights of pott- 
age in Courland, of which I h^ve fpoken 
to you in my former difpatches. This is 
an obje(9t of fomfe importance, in fo fmall 
a ftate; independent of the inquifition 
that thence refults, and of the infra6tioii 
of the rights of nations. This branch 
of revenue does not annually amount to 
lefs than a hundred and fixty thoufand 
livres. But the following is a Angular 
circumftance, which chara6teri^es Ruflian 
politics. 

- Not to commit an a6l of violence too 
openly, and to avoid marching troops, 
which aLways draws the attention of 
neighbouring powers, the court of Ruffia 
propofed, or rather demanded, an amical 
conference bet\veen the deputies of Cour- 
land and commiflaries, named to that ef- 
fe6l ; and appointed their fittings to be 
* at Riga, a Ruflian fortrefs on the fron- 
tiers 
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tiers of Courlahd, under the prefidencyof 
the governor of that town. Four de-» 
puties firom Courland rep?iired thither, at 
the time appointed; and the governor 
fignified to them that he had received 
orders, from his fovereign, to arreft them, 
if they did not fign an a£t, which he pro- 
duced ready drawn up, by which the 
ducal rights of the poftage of Courland 
were transferred to Ruffia. Tfie depu- 
ties, fhould they refiife, having no other 
profpeA before their eyes but Siberia, 
purely and fimply affixed their fignatures: 
after this feveral ftipulations, which alien- 
ated leffer rights and even portions of 
the borders of Courland, were in like 
manner prefented and fandlioned. One 
of the moft artful, and the mod import- 
ant, of thefe ftipulations is that which 
relates to reclaiming the fubjefts of Ruffia, 
who may be found in Courland, and in 
which the cabinet of Peterfburg have 
included the very defcendants of thofe 
•who may have been naturalized for ages. 
It is very evident that this conceffion 
lead$ to unlimited abufe, and innumer- 
able 
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abl« difpntcs, which will he more injuria 
pus to Courland than the moil burthen*? 
feme tax could be \ for nothing can pre-f 
vent the Ruflian fup^rifitendants fron^ 
feigning, whenever they pleafe^ the exiftr 
pnce of one or of feveral of fuch or fuch 
Ruffian fubje6ts, in fuch or fuch a part 
afCourlandj^ or from taking the refufal 
of reftitution for granted^ in order to lay 
th? country under the contribution of 
an equal number of hundreds of ducats 
(the fum fixed by the ftipulation for each 
Mufcovite whom the Courlanders fhall 
refufe to deliver up) whenever tj[ie Ruf-r 
iian treafury, or the Ruffian ddegate, 
ihall {land in need of, or whenever th^ 
country fhall be enabled to pay, fuch 
fums of mon^y. I again repeat that fimi^^ 
lar praftices, openly in Courland, in other 
parts more fecretly, fimilar projects I fay 
are carried on, in all the countries that 
border upon RufSa. Let us return to 
Berlin. 

Trumpcl, the groom whom I mention- 
ed to you in my laft, is difcharged. This 
exertion has excited much aAoniihment. 

^The 



{«) Dumb waiters, or rather a kind of machinery, of 
French invention, made to afcend ^hroi^h the floor, or 
paffs through apertures in the wall, that the unobferved 
guefts may indulge in themoft deteftable licentiouf* 
liefs* T. 

regiment 



1 



!The Kbg certainly roufes himfelf a« 

muph a$ he can^ that he may not be go* 

yemed, and this is the moft diftin6t zSt 

of felf-will which has hitherto, been dif- | 

cernible in the Monarch/ .| 

On Thurfday evening he fupped at the \ 

4:onfidential tables at which there are no | 

fervantSi but the guefts are fupplied by ' 

TMrs{aJ. The fupper was more than gay. 
Ten peribns were pref^nt. When it was ' 

o^r, the ladies of honour ^-ere vifited^ 
one aft^ the othen 

Prince Henry, who has this week given ]' 

grand dinners to the civil and military of- 
ficers of the court) a thing he never did 
-brfore, fiipped cft Monday with the 
reigning queen ukd her whole . court* 
This proves nothings except a defire to 
k<d6p lap the a^eanwoe of pohtenefs. { T 

forgogt Hb^ that he is to give a dinner 
tomodraiv^ to all t^ fuhalttms of the 
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regiment of Braun. This is gratuitous 
and ridiculous afFeAation, and will never 
make his peace with the army, by which 
lie is truly defpifed. 

Barpii Bagge, after refufing to pay any 
vifits here, even thofe that common de-? 
corum required, faying that, according 
to the manner in which he had lived 
%vith the heir apparent, it was for the 
King to fend him an invitaticHi, yefterday 
received this invitation to Potfdam* The 
incident proves t|iat mufic ftill -is a paf^* 
fion^ 

That infamous G'^-^ has written to 
Chauvier, affirming that he knew, pad 
all difpute, it was to him he was in- 
debted for the obligation of not being 
permitted to fee the King} that he was 
going into a country in which he fhould 
find it eafy to injure; and that he WQuld 
ufe every exertion to efFe6t his ruin ; ex- 
clufive of the means with which he had 
been fumilhed by Ghauvier himfelfy 
Ghauvier has a6led with propriety, and 
laid the letter before the King, 

The 
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The no(9:umal jaunts continue. . I flill 
remain ignorant of the object of the 
grand motions toward Auftri^ and re« 
ciprocally. 
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1 HE king himfelf has interfered to 
produce a reconciliation, between Biftibpf- 
Werder and Goltz the Tartar. PfeaCe for 
the prefent therefore is concluded ; and 
Ihe more firmly becaufe that war, open 
and avowed, is hotly carried on between 
the firft favourite and Count Goertz. 
There has been great difficulty in pre- 
venting them coming to blows. What 
may be argued of a king for whom they 
thus openly contend? Probably a regi- 
ment will be given to Goertz, to fend him 
out of the way; but the payment of his 
debts is the difficulty ; for it appears that 
the laft thing the King will part with is 
nioney^ The treatment of the aides de- 
camp is at length determined on. Bifhopf- 
werder has two thoufand crowns ; Goltz 
the Tartar and Bowlet each feventeen 
liundred. The head groom Lindenau 

alfo 
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idfo has ifcwo thoufand crowns, with eigtil 
places of forage, which may be eftimatcd 
at fix hundred crowns, and fire and 
tandle*— Bfehoid how the fandy plains of 
ferandenburg, with the aid of Sili^fia be it 
Uttderftood, are capable of maintaiaing 
an army of two hundred thoufand men. 
The thermometer of bufinefs remains 
ftill at the fame fixed point. There is 
no riddance of letters : one chamber is 
ilill of packets, that remain Unopened^ 
The Hate minifter Zedlis has Aot beeii 
able to obtain an anfwer to his reports 
for more than three weeks. Every thing 
is in anrar. Yet the modt of living at 
PotfiJaiti appears to have been tolerably 
well regulated, though Madam Rieta 
ha« been there* The lateft hour tiiat 
the King has rifeii ek has beeii fiXoVlock. 
Tlie Prince of beffllku has never feen him 
before half paft ti*d[vfe^ and perhaps not 
ii^lf an feour leach day, dinner time ^xy- 
t^pttd. It is at ftipper that the womeft 
*ffaketlieir appearance, and that Wrinkled 
Cares aredifcardedw 

- Wdnerhas not quitted Potfdam, and 
3 t^vo 
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two men are continually writing in liii 
apartment. Hitherto he may be re- 
garded as the monarch of domeftit affairs* 
That he is neither deficient in talents nor 
information is a point undifputedj and 
the eternal difordet of the accounts, added 
to fufpicion of the financiers in power^ 
muft have impelled the King to have 
abandoned himfelf wholly to Welner^ 
whofe obfturity is his recommendation. 

I fay the eternal diforder\ becaufe that 
in effeiSl Frederic William L with whom 
all domeftic regulations originated, and in 
which no alterations were made by his 
fon, kept no general and exa6b accounts; 
and a6led thus fyftematically. Being ac* 
quainted himfelf with the whole of his 
affairs, as he would not fuffer any one of 
his minifters to divine what the ftate of 
them was, he made out imperfe6t, over- 
charged, and falfe accounts. Frederic II# 
who never underftood any thing of fi- 
nance, but who very well knew that mo- 
Bey is the bafis of all power, confined his 
views to the amaffing of large fums ; and 
he was jfo certain that his favings were 

enormous 
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fenbrmoys that he wa« fatisficd with par-* 
tial accounts. Such an interpretation i» 
certainly more probable^ in my opinion, 
than the imputation of having burnt thd 
general ftate of debtor and creditor, with 
the malicious intention of embarrafling 
hi^ fucceffor. The prefent King wifheS 
for orders and he has reafon fo to do ; 
but it IS an Augean ftable, and I fee no 
Hercules ; at lead among thofe by whom 

he intends to be ferved. 

• 

Count Finckenftcih has written in very 
warm terms to the King,, to inform him 
that the provocations of Count Hertz- 
berg are fo frpquent that they are become 
infupportable ; and that his great age 
and his laft illnefs made him fincerely de*-. 
firous of retreat . The King returned a 
very mild anfwer, very obliging, and what 
may be called apologetic ; ih which he 
earneftly requcfted him to remain in of- 
fice, and promifed that the caufe of his 
complaints fhould ceafe. He promifed 
perhaps more than he can perform. Men 
of the moft oppofite tempers ferved toge- 
ther under Frederic II. and this is one of 
Vol. IL C . the 



t •« ] 

the charafteriftic traits of his reign. But 
it is no fmall prefumption to imitate his 
manner ; it cannot be expe&ed that fuch 
imitation fhoutd fucceed : for^ in fpite of 
the fervility of the country, liberties are 
taken that were not permitted under the 
late Kingi of whom the world fpoke very 
freely, but with whom no perfon was fa« 
miliar. The very academicians now 
make encroachments. Three new mem<i^ 
bers have been propofed; one Boden an 
aftroifomer ; one MeierottOy the re£tor of 
a college; and one Ancillon, a minifter of 
the holy GofpeL Admirable choice ! The 
King teftified his furprife with afperity^ 
at this unufual prop^don, made with- 
out its being even known whether he did 
or did not intend to increafe the num« 
ber of academicians. The indifcretioa 
will probably occafion fbme regulation. 
He has however figned a large yes to the 
propofal for I know not what Dkuid of 
the name of Erman, author of a multitude 
of vile fermonsy and a refugee hiftory^ 
of which four volumes are already writ- 
teui that might be reduced to thirty 

pages; 
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{>^g6g^ and who has beeh ptopofed by 
the curator only, Count Hcrtaberg, with- 
out the queftion having httn put to the 
vote. 

The fiodeii of Pans feems to be for- 
gotten, or worfe* The King Was told 
that he had written three letters to his 
Majefty without having received any an- 
fwer— — " I have no anfwer to give; 
^ the fellow came here without orders (6)^^ 
Such was the royal decifion ! The King 
returns to morrow for a few days. He 
has been fo accuftomed to run from place 
to place, and to make only a momentary 
ftay, that the habit feems to have be- 
come one of his wants. M. de H ^' * * 
wrote to him, three days ago, to know 
when he might take his leave^ but has 
received no anfwer. 

The grand dinner of Prince Henry to 
the regiment of Braun was given yefter- 
day, as I before wrote. All the officers 

{c) Ceji Un f^^' cofuittj qui eft vtnu fans 9rdre, 
There is na traniUting the St. Giles's eloquence ef 
lUf phraTe. T« 

C 4 an4 
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and forty fubalterns, who had fervcd 
under him at the battle of Prague, fat at 
the Prince's table. He .gave a medal 
worth fifteen ducats to each officer, a 
ducat to each fubaltern, and a crown to 
eich private. It would be difficult to be 
more aukwardly oftentatious. Had there 
been any need to have farther injured 
himfelf in the King's opinion, he could 
not have found a better method; but 
this was compleatly done before, and it 
muft be well known too, for Rogerfon, 
who had often vifited Prince Henry dur- 
ing his two journies into Ruffia, has not 
been to pay him his refpefts. The King 
gave him an audience it is faid, but only 
for a few moments. 

I do Aot at this inftant recollect the 
name of the perfon who is arrived from 
Vienna, and who at the King's table was 
very pleafant at the Emperor's expence, 
which occafioned a coolnefs in the King 
and fome. gloominefs, (o as to denote 
marks of difapprobation ; filent, but 
ftrong. 

The new ribbands are prepariijg. 

Moral 
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Morarcoia feems to coft the King leaft* 
Never was the remark of Frederick II. to 
Pritwitz more true than at prcfent* The 
latter complained th^t the ribband had 
been beftowed on Brann before himfelf— 
«' My ribband/' faid the King, ^^ is like 
*^ faving gra^ce— It may be given, cannot 
^* be merited/' 

Count Arnim has been appointed maf- 
ter of the hounds and a minifter of ftate, 
with a vote and a feat in the grand direc-^ 
tory. In one of my former difpatches, I 
have fpoken of him circumftantially. 
This is a pure choice of favour (and is 
the more marked becaufe that the place 
of mafter of the hounds, taken from 
Schulemburg, had continually been foli- 
cited by Colonel Stein, who was rather 
in the King's good graces), but of favour 
founded as I imagine merely on the plea-- 
fure- taken in the company of Arnim, 
who is irrej^roachable in mind and man- 
ners. It is only another perfon of inca- 
pacity added to the miniftry. ■ " ■ 

Rotten before ripe. Such I greatly fear 

will be the motto of the Pruffian power. 

C 3 ^ 3ut 



Bufc their millions are good. It will 
therefore be of ufe to remit new propofi-* 
tipns fpr a iQan^ if it be really intended to 
ereA a bank ; as all packets^ gazettes^ 
and private letters affir^lf fo that my-r 
felf excepted every body is informed of 
the proje^; for in my opimpn thefe 
would be of more ImportaQc^ than the 
loan of a hundred 9^A twenty five mik 
lions^ which the bank ^parently will he 
able to borrow on its own credit, Stru-f 
f nfee, who doubtlefs will \>e glad of thi^ 
pccafion of rendering himfelf ufcfnl tq 
the Kingy has in plain terms aiked what 
he is to think of the diforder of the 
CaiiTe d'Efcompte ; of the letter pf th§ 
Comptroller General to his adminiftra^ 
tors ; of the prqjefl; of a bank j of its ap^j 
proaching realifation; of tjie principle^ 
on which it is to be eftabliihed ; and efp^-j 
daily what kind of direftprs ihall have 
the managemeiit, fje thinks th^ pla^ 
goodj hut is «pnvi|iced that every thing de- 
pends on thofe who fhall l^ayp tj^e c^^rec-: 
tion. Tp all thefe queftipnsi as you muft 
l^e fenfiWe^ I kqow not what to yeply ; 
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yet it Is requifite I ihould foon know, be- 
caufe tha^ not to mentioii that any nego- 
dation of this kind cannot fncceed here 
^cept by his aid, for not one of the 
others ij'nderftand any thing of fuch af- 
fairs, he has a right to interrogate m^ 
ibce I made the firft advances. 
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Unfortunately, i cannot b6 

blind to what is here daily confirmed, by 
traits which are each' more pitiable thaii 
the other, concerning the opinion that I 
have fo long forborne to t^kc of the man 
]»nd of affairs. 

The King has juft beftowed the rib- 
band of the black eagle on Anhalt. Thig 
gentleman is. the fon of a cook-maid, an4 
pf a multitude of fi^thers. He was origin^ 
ally a groom ; he next fold fmuggled cofr 
fee to the officers. I know not by what 
means he became what he is, but I know 
that his principal funftion was that of ^ 
fpy. He was afterwards placed in the 
fervice of the prefent King, while Prince 
pf Pruffia; and, as he mingled poifon- 
ous advice and odious tales, thiy deftincd 
him, as it is faid (and the word they is in 
this cafe the moft bitter of the enemies of 
the late King) to execute a crime which 
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ihey neither had the addrefs to colouf 
por the courage to Gonfummate. An^ 
halt poffeffes more military talents than 
his native folly could promife. His war-* 
like vocation fcems to be remarkable, by 
this Angular chara6teriftic, that he never 
poffefTes coolnefs, except when heading 
his men. He has arrived, whether by 
thefe or other me^ns^ at the r4nk of lieu-r 
tenant general. As he is without under-? 
{landing (the little he had he was de-^ 
prived of by a dreadful fall, for which 
Jie was obliged to be trepanned) he con-* 
tinped in favour. He was detefted at 
Konigfberg, where he commanded, and 
this was a kind of recommendation to 
Jiim at Potfdam, where the kingdom en- 
dured forty-fix years of difgrace (r). 

Some days before the King's death, 
general Anhalt was fent for to Sans Souci 
' — ^^ You have lately married one of your 
*^ dayghters" faid the King — *^ Yes, Sire, 
(i I feel I have"--^^ How much did you 

(r) By the kingdom Pruflia Royal is meant, for 
^hich province the late King had a fixed averfion. T. 

^^ give 
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«give with her?''— i— <* Ten thoufancf 
^ crowns^— ^ That is a large fum, for 
« you who have nothing/'*^-^— On the 
morrow they were fent him by the King» 
Anhalt returned into Pruffia. His bene-- 
fa6tor died, he beheaded his portrait^ 
and fubftituted the head of his fucceflbr. 
The new King repairs to Konigfbcrg to 
receive homage, and beitows a fuperb box 
en Anhalt ; but indeed gives him notice 
he muft quit the government of Ptufllia* 
In two months time, that is to fay at 
prefent, Anhalt, being at an au6tion fome 
days fincei and feeing a portrait of the 
late King fold at a low price, very coolly 
faid,— *< Right, FU give you the other (J) 

^ into the bargj^in** He retires with a 

penfion of five thoufand crowns, a rib- 
band, and a promife of being employ- 
ed in war. This proftitution of re- 
ward, apparently extorted from weak- 
nefs, is endeavoured to be excufed, by 
alleging the fear that Anh?Ut ftiould 
pafs into th^ fervice of the j^mperor, as 

l^d) McaAing the pdent Kiiig, T, 
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lie threatened in th? following fpeech; 
which does not want dignity*-^^ If you 
^*refufe me this favour I muft then go 
^< elfewhere^and prove th^t it is not be** 
^ canfe of my want of merit." I do not 
think this a fufficient reafon^ for. the 
(sftates he had ipur^hv^^nezr Magdebuig 
were a fufficient pledge for his perfon. 

Be this as it may, and however fingu^ 
lar the choice may appear, which has 
piade a ftroi)g impreffion nppn the pub* 
]Uc, it muft be allowed that Anhalt is a 
great commander, an officer worth pre^ 
ferving, and that fonje recompenfe was 
due to him for thelofs of his govertiment 
of PrqiCa, with which, mad as he waSf 
and oftpn furious, he cpuld not be en«* 
|:rufted, 

But nolle of thefe reafons can be alleg* 
ed in behalf of Manftein^ a iimple cap* 
tain, a conjmon and even ignorant of* 
ficer, but a devout myftic ; who, without 
any pretext, has been font for and is def^ 
tined, as it is faid, to be the governor of 
%he young Princes, with the title of lieu-» 
jcjjant colonel, Tp thofc who look in^ 

to 
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to futurky, this is fearful. The whole 
army- is offended. Indeed it is probably 
not true ; but the very fufpicion fpeaks 
the public opinion. 

A fingularity which has not excited 
lefs murmuring is that Heynitz^ minifter 
of ftate for the department of the mines, 
is placed at the head of the commiflion 
againft Wertenberg, a kind of difagree- 
able man who has long had the cloth- 
ing of the troops; a fubaltem knave, 
and perhaps nothing more; or perhaps 
Jefs fo than his predeceflbrs. This fpe-.* 
cies of inquifition, which appears to be 
the adopted method, and which will not 
cafily be made familiar to the people, 
whom it will be difficult to perfuade 
that the late King was negligent and a 
had ceconomift, — this fpecies of inqui- 
iition I fay, feems to indicate fufpicions 
of the commanding officers, fince the 
dire6lion of fuch trials is taken from thefe 
officers, to whom they entirely apper«» 
tained. There are great complaints, and 
jftill greater contempt. This muft be an ill 
fymptom, efpecially after a reign of only 
two pionthst 

Indolence, 
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Indolence, and ftagnation, its neceflaiy 
refult, continue' to bfe felt. In confe- 
qoience of not having the letters fent af- 
ter him as was' the cuftom of Frederic II. 
the King is prodigioufly in arrear. He 
found thoufands on his return from Si- 
lefia, his journey through which is a 
ftriking contraft to the incredible aftivity 
of the late King ; who however did not 
devote more time, or rather who devoted 
lefs, than another to his trade of King. 
He only fet apart an hour and a half 
each day on ordinaiy occafions for this 
purpofe ; but he never put off the bufi- 
nefs of the prefent day to the morrow. 
He knew, fo well was he acquainted 
with man, that a bad reply was better 
than none. A heap of memorials and 
projedts are on .the table of the prefent 
King, moft of which relate to military 
changes, on which he has never caft his 
eyes,* and which have been produ<Stive of 
nothing, except of his vehement averfion 
for memorials. He regards them as a tax 
on his fovereign authority; and fuppofes 
advice of any kind to be an avowal of ad 
I opinipn 
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cpinioti t( his incapacity* Among the 
ufelefs writings which hare heen ren&ittcd 
to him^ there is fdd to he fl memorial 
from Baron Knyphatifen^ oil foreign po^ 
litics. There are indications which lead 
me to believe it is favourable to our fyf- 
tern, and this has given him particular 
dtfpleafure; its fate therefore was to be 
thrown aiide, without hefitation^ as the 
reveries of dotage. The Baron however 
has difowned to me that he is the au« 
thor of this memorial. 

To the fame fenfation, apparendy^ 
which makes him fo much deteft advice^ 
we mufl attribute the following fmgu- 
larity. Welner has only had a ilipend 
of three thoufand crowns^ deducted froni 
the penfions formerly paid to the head 
ofHcers of the commercial departments^ 
the fmallefl of which penfions only is 
granted him, fo that he is but the equal 
of thofe who have leafl influence, and 
have not the fame induftry. As the few 
preparations which are made are all made 
by him, his labour mufl be very great. 
A fingle flatement of the money ac- 
counts 
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Coilnts is faid to have given hiiii much 
trouble. At prefcnt, the exceedings of 
the receipts over the expenditure^ at lead 
the civil) are known« The fum is greater 
than was fuppofed by near one quarter^ 
which is much. It is imagined that the 
chief part of this furplus will be applied 
to increafe the pay of fubaltems. Private 
foldiers undoubtedly deferve no gres^ter 
honour than that of dying with hunger. 
But I fcarcely can believe they will dare to 
oiFend the corps of the captains. 

If the King give but little, to thofe 
who feem to be his greateft favourites, 
there yet are indications that he beftows 
fecret largeiTes ; or that he has fecret rea« 
fons for conferring fuch on fome perfons. 
The chamberlain Doernberg, an infigni- 
ficant perfon in my opinicxi^ who quitted 
the fervice of the Princefs Amelia with 
ingratitude, (he having paid his debts^ to 
enter into that of the Queen, has twice 
within five days had his falary confider- 
ably augmented. At prefent he has two 
thoufand crowns as chamberlain, a fum 
■mtherto unheard of. What does this de- 
Z note ? 
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note? tiayc tkey at length detcnhincd oil 
the fcheme of marrying Mademoifelle 
Vofs ? Have they caft their eyes on this 
fortunate mortal, who refembles a ba-» 
boon ? Do they intend infenfibly to makd' 
his fortune ? A captain in the Gendar* 
tees faid to me yefterday — <^ Since royal 
*^ munificence is fo amply (howered on 
^ Doernberg, I for my part cxpe6t an 
*^ annual gratification of fifty thoufand 
** crowns/* This mull be either an affair of 
myfticifm, pimping, or marriage. But, if 
the laft, why make fo ridiculous a choice ? . 
What courtier is there who would re- 
fufe Mademoifelle Vofs, with plenty of 
money ? I did them tbo much honour in 
fuppofing fuch were to be found, in this 
Vandalian court Not in places where 
men are accuftomed to walk double will 
any be found who fhall ftand ere6t, when 
fuch temptations are thrown in their 
way. Befides, what cannot money effedt, 
in a nation fo poor? I not long fmce 
faw Brederic, late laquais to Prince Henry, 
become a kind of favourite, becaufe of 
his art as a Chamber CounfcUory and often- » 

tatioufly 



^ 



t 3i 3 

tatibufly difpiay the clrofs iuicl ribbapd of 
a canonry of Magdeburg (Prince Henry 
is provoft of this chapter). Seven thou- 
fand crowns, lent by the Prince, hav6 
purchafed the ftallj and the Prince's 
Weltbeloved groom bears the facred in-^ 
fignia, in a country where there is fd 
much delicacy pretended on the article 
of birth* 

A-propos of his patron, — ^ F^or d week 
paft I have not heard this mufical Princd 
mentioned, the height and depth of 
whofe thermometer are the greateft that 
eve^ fell under ihy obfervationi The 
Count of Brandenburg requefted permif-* 
lion of him to be prefent at the banquet 
he gave to that part of the regiment o£ 
Braun who fought under him at Prague. 
The Prince granted the child permiffion i 
ftnd^ after having highly carefled him^ 
faid-^" It is difficult liiy little friend to 
** converfe with you here^ but afk your 
*^ father leave to come to my palace, and 
** I (hall be very glad to fee you.'* Thus 
artful are his politics. He muft employ 
a quantity of fuch ftratagems to reim- 

. Vol. IL , D burfe 
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burfe' himfelf for his gratnd dinners* 
One of his table-confidents and admirers 
faid to me the other day — ^^ Is it not very 
*^ fingnlar that the Prince is fo little 
*' efieemed after all that he has done 
^^ for the^ army T — And he meant by thi» 
to crirtiinate the army I It appeared to 
me a notable Jpeech. 

The anecdote refpe6ling the academy 
is ftill more curious than according to the 
manner in which I related it in my laft. 
The academician Schutz has written a 
veiy violent letter to the King, againlt 
Count Hertzberg, and concerning the 
arbitrary manner in which he governs 
the academy. The King fent the letter 
to Hei"tzberg, a marked token of difap- 
probation in this country* Bufching the 
geographer on the fame day refufed a feat 
in the academy, unlefs a penfion ihould 
be granted him of a thoufand crowns# 
The only anfwer given, to the complaints 
of Schutz was the nomination of Erman, 
by Hertzberg, without confulting any 
perfon; and the King figned his yes, 
without obje£ling to this nomination* 

Schutz 
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Sclitife wrote another lettef, ftill tlibt-« 
violent; what the confequences were 1 
do not know. 

The difgrace bf Lauriay iS not (o mild 
as it appears^ It is openly avowed that 
gcvethment only Waits till he has fur- 
Jiiftied Silefia with Coffee, and that then 
he is to be difplaced* He very raftily 
undertook this contraft, which he has 
bargained with traders to fulfil, who are 
emboldened by his downfal to difown or 
break theif engagements at the moment 
when^ all the navigable canals being 
frozen> there ate fuch few means of re- 
pairirig fb great a deficiency. But the 
truth is the commiflSon is fufpended> be- 
caufe that they are fecretly fending, 
through different parts of the kingdom, 
io fearch of proofs; a truly cruel and 
tyrannical inquifition^ which fhoWs they 
are rather defirous bf the guilt of Lau- 
nay than of the public benefit* 

A man named i3ubofc5 fot-merty aii 
eminent merchant at Leipfic^ Where if 
I do not miflake he failed^ and well 
known for his vifionary adherence to 

' Pa n^yfticifm. 
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ffiyfticifm, has been fent fdr, and it ^ 
prefent employed, as is fuppofed, to give 
in a plan of commercial regulations^ its a 
fubftitute for excltifive privileges. It 
fhould feem they meditate a fally againft 
the SpUttgerbers (e)j and that means arc • 
feeking to deprive them of the monopoly 
of fugar: a veryjuft and falutary, but a 
very difficult and delicate aft. 

An article of intelligence fTiU more im- 
portant is that Baron Knyphaufcn has 
.had a fecret converfation with the King : 
but, though it comes from a good quarter, 
I will not warrant it to be true. Not 
that this would much aftonifh me. I 
know pall doubt that the King^ enraged 
at being obliged to fend Count Goertz tp 
Holland, at the very moment when the 
houfe of Orange itfelf complains of this 
ambaffador, wilhed, after venting a tor^ 
rent of paffion and abufe, to recall both 
Goertz and Thulemeyer ; . but that he 

{e) Splittgerber is a fugar-baker at Berlin, who has 
for many years enjoyed a monopoly of that commodijy. 

T. 

" . * " ...--.. * was 
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wae ftopt ftiort, becaufe of the impofli- 
bility of finding a man in a country where 
there are none ; and particularly none fit 
for ambafladors, a part of adminiftration 
that was highly neglected by the late 
King. His fucceflbr perhaps will be 
taught that fbols are not good for any 
4^l£ purpofe, 

P. St Nothing new fmce I wrote this 
|ong letter.. Various particulars aflure 
me that the Princefs Frederica, the 
ilaughtier of the King, gains great influ^ 
^nce, and never meets with any refufaU 
This doubtlefs appertains to thQ hiftory 
pfVofs/ 
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! I. E T T E R XLVL 

r<i the J>Hke de L** *. 

Flattered myfelf that M. de H ♦ ♦ * 
would bring me a packet from your 
Grace. He informed me you had inten-^ 
ded to entruft him with one, and I am 
exceedingly grateful for the intention, al^ 
though I have not profited by it ; this \ 
attribute to unforefeen circumftances, 
which, while I pray for you, have my 
hearty maledi6lions» 

I hope that the Abbe de P * ♦ * * has 
fent you the news of the country, con- 
cerning which I have not negle6led oc-* 
cafionally to remit anecdotes, tolerably, 
charafteriftic of the moment. I feel the 
poverty of my own harveft more forcibly 
than any perfon ; but it ought not to be 
forgotten that I am neither provided with 
the pecupiary nor tbe minifterial means, 

. It 
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ft is impoffibk any thing fhould ^£capc 
the jnao of France {/) if he be adroit, 
active, liberal, and has the art to invite 
proper guefts to his daily dinners ^d fup- 
pers ; for thefe are the efficacious means, 
and npt pMic dinners. He is befide a 
Jcind of regifter office, to which all the 
<jtifcontepte4^ the babblers, and the covet- 
ous refort. Befide that his intercourfe 
yvifeh fubalterns is natural to him, and 
permitted, I on the contrary have nt:^^ 
of great art ajid circuiyifpeiSlion, in order 
to fpeak without offence or intrufion oij 
public affairs. J rarely can addrefs my 
difcourfe to perfons in power. My very 
afpeft terrifies them too miK:h^ The 
King never deigfis to look at me but their 
countenances lengthen and grow pale. I 
have afled however to the beft of my 
abilities, and as J believe done all I could 
with means that ^re very mutilated, very 
ungracious, and very fterile : nor can I 
tell whether the perfon on whonj tlje 

^f) The author undoubtedly means the ambafladofp 

T. 

J> 4 J^ing 
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King bellows a falary of fixty thoufand 
livres, ^nd a poft of honour here, fends 
ihuch more information than I do. But 
I well know that I, under the fame cir* 
cumftances, would have penetrated many 
clouds through which, ftationed as I am, 
I have very dark views; and that I 
would not difcredit my nation, as he is 
accufed of doing, by his haughty beha-» 
viour, his bitter-fweet afpeft, and idle^ 
nefs that greatly refembles ignorance. 

M. de H ♦ * * will more fully relate, 
as I fuppofe, the particulars I have fent. 
He will tell you our caufe is a loft ono 
here, unlefs a change Ibould take placq 
among the judges ; that the way to re^ 
eftablifh our affairs is not to be over 
hafty; fince this would but prolong re-» 
fiftance, arnong men naturally phlegmatic, 
and whofe phlegm we may fafely conclude 
will not fuffer them to continue long im-^ 
paffioned ; that he himfelf was too hafty 
to come to a country which, at the be^ 
ginning of the pi^fent reign when each isi 
looking for advancement, is too reftlefs 
and jealqns to fuppofe that- a general 



f 



[ 41 ] • 

officer and an infpcftor in the fervice of 
France could really wifti to be in the fcr-» 
vice of Pruffia; that the chaos (for fo af* 
fairs at prefent may well be called) muft bo 
fufFered to fnbfide, and from the natnre 
of things acquire confiftency (if on the 
contrary it fhould not fufFer deftru6tion), 
though it be but the confiftency of 
apathy, before attempts fhould be made 
to interfere ; that no peril^p^is at prefent 
firmly placed ; that the grand queftion— * 
^* Will the King or will he not have the 
^^ courage to take a firft minifter ?** — is 
far from being refolved, even by the cal-* 
culation of probabilities; that on this 
determination however the fate of the 
country depends, and even the ultimate 
capacity of the King, whofe inability will 
be of little import if this remedy fliould 
be found to be a fubftitute for his inde- 
cifion ; that the fymptoms are vexati* 
ous, and indeed difagreeable, but that wc 
muft not pronounce too haftily, becaufe 
our information is the reverie of com^ 
plete. 

J t appears to nae indubitable that Prince 

H^nrjf 
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Henry is ruined paft refource ; and I fear 
(in his behalf) that, on this occafion as 
on many others, chance has arranged af- 
fairs better than our pcecaution* But, 
whether or no, his cunni»g, his boafting, 
his inconfiftency, the intemperance of his 
tongue, and the vilenefs of his creatures, 
feconded by the jnoft univerfal difcredit, 
Jiiive added to perfonal antipathy, and 
the general a|^ habitu^ fear of appe&r^ 
ing to be governed. 

The deftiny of the Duke of Brunfwick: 
)s far otherwife uncertain ; nor do I be-^ 
Jieve it will be decided before there is an 
open rupture. But it is peculiar to him, 
and to him alone, that, (hould he onc^ 
grafp power, it will not afterward efcapq 
him; for a better courtier^ a ipaji of 
deeper views^ more fubtile, and at the 
fame time r>iore firm, and more pertina-r 
cipus, does npt exift. 

You may- well injagine, my Lord, that, 
if I fuppofe figifls are too partial and 
hitherto not fufficiently numerous to b? 
reduced to fyftem, on which conje6lure§ 
irnj be formed refpecfling the King and 

politics^ 
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politics,, I am flill much farther irom 
thinking I can, with any appearance of 
probability fati6fa6lory for a wife man^ 
divijje what will be the grand foreigw 
coiine6lions, and political influence of 
pruflia, under the prefent reign. I have 
fketched my ideas on the fubjedl in a me^ 
xnorial^ which is a work of labour ; but 
which (except the proofs the country af- 
fords, and which here, as I imagine, will 
be found united, and compared, more 
accurately than any where elfe) is only a 
fucceflion of conjedlures. It contain? 
jnany things which may, and perhaps 
yiot one of which w^iU, happen. I am 
fortvmate if, in this calculation of the 
arithmetic of chances, I have fo far fuc- 
cecded as to defcribe things as they are, 
and as they may be. From this memorial 
accompanied by threeror four others, on 
parts of Germany which lucky chance 
has given me opportunities of perfectly 
knowing, a plan my be formed, according 
to which the Germanic edifice may be re* 
Conftru6led, a work that ought to be 
jb^n, if jtp ruin Is not defired* And 

her» 
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Irere I confeft the indecifibn ot mtn^ 
the complication of incidents, and th« 
obfcurity of future contingencies, arreft 
ine at eagh ftep; ^rid .1 have ho other 
gui4e than what is offered by your grand 
arid noble projiedl; of coalition,* betweeii 
France and England, the end of which is 
tp give happinefs to the world, and not 
afford amuferoent to orators and news- 
writers, 
*♦* ♦'» * *'. * ^* 

^ * * # * ^ * '41 « « 

Ht * f Hk ^ 41 «'««# 

♦• « « « i^ W m # • ♦ 
# ♦ ' ♦ * * ♦ ♦ t * • 

Mi de H'^ ^^ -^^ has infiormed me that 
your .Grace intends coming hither in th9 
fpring. This cef t^ly would be the only 
jneans of rendcfring niy ftay here^fuppprt* 
^bl^* ]^ut I hope you will not fa long be left 
in ioai^ivity (q unworthy of your talents. 
;A«'i:Qmyfdlf,; after having paid a tcifeat* 
of fix ipointh?, during which I have. tb« 
foti^fj6tion coitvi^Jlipn gives of having 
employed ujiCQininc^ afliduity and re* 
fcarch; in compenfation for the want of 

natural 
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nkttiral talents^ I think I have a right to 
fhake off an equivocal and doubtful ex« 
iftence, evAry way embarraffing, requiring 
dexterity and fortitude feldom found to 
preferve pcrfonal refpeft, and in which I 
confume my time and my ftrength in a 
ipecies of labour that has no charms for 
me,, or in the languor of etiquette and 
company ftill worfe than this labour^ 
Of this I have informed the Abbe d« 
P * * ♦ in exprefs terms^ 
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Were not Prince Henry indifcreticMl 
itfelf nothing could be more eafy than 
by bis aid to introduce ber to the court* 
Sbe might have brought him letters. But 
in an hour's time the aid-de-K:amp Tau- 
cnfien would be informed of every thing; 
as would his Aunt» Madam Knibbeck^ 
in five minutes afterward ; and her I fuf- 
ped to be the go-between of Mademoi- 
felle Vofs — We muft depend on our own 
refources. I fhall take care not to en- 
tangle myfelf ; though indeed her veiy 
firit flep has entangled me. It is a kind 
of fatality ; and how might I efcape ? 

I have made many reflections on this 
odd adventure. Our plan muft be not 
to abandon our purpofe, and not to be 
too fcrupulous concerning the meafiSi 
The few we have are in truth imprao- 
ticable. 

If Ihe remain in her prefent fituatiott 
there will be no means of feeing the King* 
The myftics, the Vofs party, and the 
Anti-French in general, will all be her 
enemies* — If ihe conceal her intentions, 
ihe will be oppofed by the party of the 
2 RietZi 
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Rietz, and- the fubaltems. Either I muft 
often vifit her, which will render her ful- 
peiSljed, or I muft not, and ilie will con- 
du6t herielf improperly. 
. If this partake of the adventurer, I 
voluntarily engrpfs the blame. 
, Nothing can be done in hafte, with a 
German' Prince. , Should ^ her ftay be 
long, that ftay will of itfelf divulge the 
fecret. 

It is not poffible but that, in a week, 
her true name muft be known. The de- 
putation ftie has acquired will then fpoil 
every thing, in a country where feduc- 
tive qualities will not excufe vice, and 
where atrip is not the lefs a trip becaufe 
made by a woman. 

^ ;The follies moft inexcufable are thofe 
which expofe to ridicule without com- 
penfation ; of the number of which this 
is one* — D*Eft * * will relate his trifling 
tales; Boden his trifling fcandal; Tau- 
enfien propagate his trifling intrigues: 
before appearance, it will be neceflary to 
let the crowd go by^ who will come and 
endeavour — I will therefore fend her to 
. Vol. II. E War- 
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Warfaw, and procure her letters* Shd 
may return with other letters, ]£ you do 
not inform mc by what means (he may 
be prevented, fhould fuch be your wilh : 
for, though I can delay, how may I for- 
bid her return? Such I have thought 
the leaft hazardous proceeding in this 
fantaflic farce, which I with good t&ifon 
think of greater importance than you 
may be tempted to do, becaufe that at 
Paris Madam de F * ♦ is, like many 
others, little more than a courtezan : 
while here, the niece of an ambaflador 
and the widow ofaP*** G***, &c. 
will never be fuppofed not to*have been 
fent by government ; or at leaft not to 
have come hither under its protection. 
She therefore muft not be fufFered to 
commit any great folly. 

The King has lately terminated a fuit 
which had been in conteft for three and 
twenty years. The , Duke of Mecklen- 
burg Schwerin formerly borrowed a hun- 
dred thoufand crowns of Frederic II. and 
gave fome bailliages (or diftri<3:s) as a fe- 
curity. Hither Frederic immediately fen* 

a regi- 



Vl regtfMi€«t of huf&rs into quarters. The 

regiment) as you may well iuppofe^ raifcd 

reereitB* The people of Mecklenburg 

were {hocked hy this zA of defpotifni) 

and offered to repay the late King \ who, 

duripg tweijty-three years, always found 

pretejices to avoid receiving the money. 

Jiis fucc^ifor has withdrawn the troops« 

It is true he Iqfcs an opportunity of en* 

liAing forne of the country people; but 

he will annually fave thirtfy thoufand 

i;rowns;. and there is likewife a new 

men^bipr gained for the Germanic con-- 

federation; and what tl;iat might be 

valued at this is worth. 

On Sunday (the lath) at the princi- 
pal inn in .Berlin^ the marriage of the 
Cpunitefs Matu&a and a Pruffian officer, 
named Stutheren^ was celebrated. The 
Co^untefs is a filter of Mademoifelle 
" iimcki^ (Madam Rietz). She thought to 
' h9V^ married ft Polifh gentlemen^ who 
jforoe months fince withdrew. Once de- 
^f ived^ ihe next made choiee of a young 
officer. The Kii^ has given njoney, and 
money enough. It is fuppofed that 
£ 2 Made* 
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Madcmoifelle Hencke, who now is faid 
not to be married to Rietz, will retire and 
live with her fifter ; that (he may not 
impede the projefts formed to enjoy the 
maid of honour in peace« • 

There are whifperings of a very re- 
markable and very fecret fupper, at which 
the {hade of Caefar was taken. Thenum^ 
ber of myftics increafes. They affirm 
that the credit of Bifliopfwcrder declines. 
I do not believe a word of it. 

No new a£l of financel Depofitions 
.againftpoor Launay are -poured in, and 
in all prpbability his fortune muft pur- 
chafe his freedom. 

Nothing new, or at leaft nothing' cer- 
tain, from Holland ; except that GouQt 
.Goertz has found the way to difpleafe the 
.States,^ the Houfe of Orange, and the 
.principal perfons who are enumerated 
, among the French faction. I well know 
what a philofopher would deduce from 
. this : the politician will perceive there aw 
commiffions the difcharge of which he 
never ought to undertake. 

.LET- 



'LS3 I 



LETTER XLVIII. 



It 'is every day more apparent that the 
King does hot forget thofe who were at- 
tadied to him before his acceflion to the' 
throne; and this propetifity, which is 
fucceffively developed, proves him at 
leaft an honed: man. Count Alexander 
Wartenfleben, an oflBcer in the guards, 
^ whom I have feveral times mentioned, 
had been educated with him. Hence 
that intimacy which will not admit of ^ 
fecirets* The kte Xing fefit foJ- Warten- 
(lebeq, and faid to him— ^* I am pleafed 
<^ to fee you fo very intimate with my 
** nephew : continue your . friendfhip. 
*^ But it is alfo neceffary you (hould ferve 
«^ the ftate* I ought to be informed of 
*^ the proceedings of my fucceffor. Mein 
w Ik/fcs kind{h)^ you will come and let me 

{h) My good child. T. 

E 3 ^*know 
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*^ know what paffes at your parties of 
*^ pleafure. I fhall not forbid them. I 
" fhall only warn you when there is any 
*^ danger ; and of this you yourfelf will 
*^ inform the Prince of PruflSa* Depend 
^* upon me, melh fchatz (t).^ — ^Warten- 
fleben, who knew the old fox, replied-^^ 
^^ That he was the friend of the Prince ; 
^* the friend of his heart, and that he 
^< would never become his fpy." — The 
King then affume4 his furious counte- 
n^nct--^^^ HerrLUutenans(i)^ fince you will 
" not ferve me, I will at lead take care 
*' that you fhall obey," — On the morrow 
he was fent to Spandau, where he was 
amprifoned three months, and after that 
ordered to agarrifon regiment, in the very 
farther part of Prtfffia(/); On the pew 
King's acceffion he was, recalled. After 
a momentary difpleafure, which Warten-p 

(!) This correfponds very well with the Irifh phrafc, 
my jewel \ or, my himey. T. 

(k) Mr. Lieutenant, T, 

(I) This wa? a mode of puniibment with the htd 
King, and a very difagreeable one to the fufFerers; for^ bc- 
fidc confinement, little pay, and no hopes ofprefermcnti 
it was ^ public mark of contempt, T. 

Heben's 
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flebcn's rcfofal to go to Sweden occ^fion- 
ed, ajod ivbich perhaps was the contriv- 
»nCe of the other favourites, the King 
has beftowed a prebendary on him, the 
income of which is valued at twelve 
thoufand crowns ; and according to all 
appearance intends to give him the com- 
mand of the guards. 

The following is a fecond example of 
ft like kind. When the fuit was carried 
on againft the minifter Goem, who was 
fuperiritendant of the College of Gom-^ 
xnerce, among his papers W'as a bill on 
the Heir Apparent for thirty thouiand 
crowns. The money muft be procured 
within twenty^four hours. Arnim went 
in fcarch of the Prince, and offered him 
the fum, which was moft ^joyfully ac- 
cepted. This probably is the origin of 
the favour which the new minifter en- 
joys; I cannot conjecture any other, ex- 
cept what may be deduced from the 
King's eafmefs of chara6ler, his indeci- 
fion and mediocrity of mind; which 
however is juft and clear, as I have fai^ 
in my former difpatches. 

E 4 The 



[ 56 1 

The King has done a third humane 
and generous a£l. His firft wife, the 
Princefs Elizabeth of Brunfwic (m), has 
received an incrcafe of allowance, con- 
fifting of the revenues of the bailliage of 
Ziganitz, which amount to twelve thou- 
fand crowns, with liberty to retire where-^ 
ever ftie pleafes. Certain of not being 
received by her family, {he will remain at 
Stettin. But the news has tranfported 
her with joy. She has publicly declared 
that the lady of General Schwerin, her 
gouvernante, has no more right to give 
her any orders; and, for the firft time 
thefc eighteen years, (he took an airing 
on horfeback with Mademoifelle Plates', 
that (he might immediately enjoy that 
liberty to which fhe was reftored. 

A trait which we ought to add, in 
proof of the King's morals, is his having 
given up the letters to Prince ll;enry, 
which pafled in his correfpondejice' with 
Frederic. Their number amounts to five 

(m) Divorced, baniflied the court, and confined at 
Stettin, for her incontinence. T. 

hundred 
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hundred andeighty-feven,on ftate aftkirs, 
from the year 1759 to ^^^^ Y^^ ijSS. It 
had been unfeafonably reported that the 
Prince was privately of his brother's opi- 
nion, concerning their nephew. Thefe 
letters however have proved that he did 
not wiih it {hould be known. He even 
rendered him fervices ; and, for example, 
cwhen Count Wartenfleben, of whom I 
have juft fpoken, was imprifoned, he fent 
him a grant of a penfion of a hundred a 
•jrear which he ftill enjoys. 

The famous chamber huflar, Schoen- 
ing, the confidential man of the deceafed 
King, has lately been appointed affiftant 
to the caftiier of the military cheft, with 
a falary of three thoufand crowns. This 
certainly is not a rancorous aft. Schoen- 
ing indeed is not a man without intelli- 
gence ; and he is the depofitary of nu- 
merous fecrets, which ought not at pre- 
fent to be made public, perhaps never. 

In oppofition to all thefe good a6lions, 
we muft place the apathy of the King, 
on the fubje6t of his perfonal debts. He 
is in no haftc to pay thofe that are not 

3 of 
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of the houfehoki^ and there is a veiy 
confiderable fum appertaining to the lat« 
ter which remains unfettled« 

It is determined that the King is to 
difcharge all the perfons employed as 
tax-gatherers on the French finance fyf- 
tem^ which in it&lf is a laudable a6l: 
for, were there a neceflity for fomc years 
to prolong the fanning of the cuftomsi 
yet| either the French coUeftors already 
have or never will have taught the Ger^ 
mans the mode of tranfadting the budl 
jief&« And is not the Pruflian Monarch 
the king of Germans ? But innovation i$ 
a very deUcate thing ; and I fee no pre- 
parations made to leflen the ihock that 
TOuft be received* The. farmers of tobac^ 
CO and fnuff have been informed that 
their adminiftration muft ceafe on the ift 
4>f June, 1787* All perfons thencefor- 
ward will be allowed to cultivate tobacco, 
and to make and fell fnuff. This is a 
very important objeft; for thcf tobacco 
that grows on thefe barren fands is fome 
of the beft in Germany, and formerly 
was a very confiderable branch of trade. 

611 
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Oft the ift of July grants arc to be dcli-r 
vered, gratis, to whoever ftiall make the 
reqoiiiition. (Nay freedom is promifed for 
coffee too.) From 1783 to 1786, the du- 
ties on fnuff and tobacco had yielded 
about fixteen hundred thoufand livres 
more than the fum they had been efti^ 
mated at by the Kmg ; fo that thefe 
formed a revenue of fomething more 
than a million of crowns, and fometimes 
SI million four hundred thoufand; 
amounting from about a hundred and 
Ifeventy to two hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling. Yet the colleftors had not the 
right of buying the leaf tobacco ; they 
-^rere obliged to purchafe it from the 
Warehoiifeg of the maritime company, by 
^hom it Was fold at a profit of cent per 
cent. Thefe coUeftors committed infinite 
vfexations, on the fubjeft, to obtain afurt 
plus, *rith which it was nccefTary to come 
before the King, when they delivered in 
their accounts ; otherwife he could nei- 
ther find wifdom in their proceedings nor 
taliMite in themfelves. The King leave! 
the cofleilors their falaries, till they c«n 

be 
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be provided for, and this is humane ; (oc 
the change will afFe6l' not Icfs than 
twelve hundred families. But how will 
they find a fubftitute fior^this .revenue ? 
A capitation tax is fpoken of, and 19 cer- 
tainly under deliberation. The fubjeAs 
are to be coinprifed in twelve clafles : the 
rich . merchants are to pay twenty-four 
crowns; the rich iohabitants twelve 
crowns ; two crowns for obfcure citizens ; 
and the peafants fomething lefs than 
two (hillings. What a manner of begin- 
ning a reign it is to tax perfons before pror 
perty ! In the. colle6tion of this odious^ 
tax, which fets a price on the right of ex- 
iftence, the tobacco excifemen are to be 
employed* The capitation howeyer is 
fomewhat foftened, by beiiig p^id by the 
family, and not by the head, ^^t tjie 
profelytes to, and even the apoftles of, 
this proje6l do not eftimate the tax at 
more tiian two millions of crowns, an-: 
nually ; which fum is the. produft of to- 
bacco and coffee united, but which 
fcarcely will fupply the deficiency: and 
thofe who underftand calculation, in 

finance 
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finance, will be careful not to eftimate 
a tax equally productive in figures 
^nd in reality. I am fuiprifed that he 
does hot firft gain a better knowledge of 
fubftitutes; and that he Ihould begin by 
operations which I have pointed out as 
things to prepare, and fhould defer thofc 
with which 1 thought he ought to com- 
mence (»). 

Heinitz, minifter for the department of 
the mines, arid prefident of the commif- 
fion commanded to examine the admini* 
ftration of general Wartenberg, warned 
no doubt by univerfal clamor, has remon- 
ftrated'to the King that it is requifite to 
^add fome military men to the commif- 
fioncrs. His Majefty has in confequencc 
appointed General Moellendorf. 

To give a fpecimen of the malverfa- 
tions attributed to this Jew Wartenberg, 
which it is faid were highly furpaffed by 
his predeceffors, the following trait is 
cited. He made up clothing, for a regi- 
ment of foot, without having milled the 

(«) The Auth6r doubtlefs alludes to his memorial, 
which will be found at tlie end of this volume. T. 

cloth. 
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cloth. The coats were fo tight ihkt 
they fcarcely would button on the men. 
The firft day they were worn by the regi- 
ment there happened a heavy fhowen 
The quarter-mafter faid that, if the fol- 
diers pulled off their regimentals, they 
never could put them on again ; accord- 
ingly they were commanded to lie all 
night in their dothes, and dry them upon 
their backs. 

The next is an example of another 
kind, and charafteriftic of Frederic IL 
One of the cafti-keepers of Wartenberg 
ftole eighty thoufand crowns* The gene- 
ral informed the King, and waited his 
commands. Frederic replied he had no- 
thing to fay to the matter, for he was 
for his own part determined not to lofc 
the money. Wartenberg underftood this 
jargon, aflemUed all the army clothierst 
and requefted they would divide the lofs, 
under pain of being no more employed. 
The clothiers cried, curfed, lamoited their 
wretched deftiny, and fubfcribed. War^ 
tenberg wrote to the King that the mo- 
ney was again in the military cheit F;re» 

deric 
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deric fent a very fevcre anfwer^ and con-* 
eluded his letter by telling hinv-—^* This 
*^ was the laft time he (hould be par* 
« doned." 

Private anecdotes continue much the 
fame. The general report is that the 
King is to efpoufe Mademoifelle Vofs 
with the left*hand ; a German mode of 
ennobling courtezans, invented, by pliant 
courtiers and complaifant priefts, to fave 
appwu:ances> fay they. This lady ftill 
continues a mixture of prudery and cy« 
nifme (o)j affe6lation and ingenuoufnefs*^ 
She can find underftanding only in the 
Englifhy whofe language ftie fpeafcs tolc* 
rably well. 

Manftein is fufpecEled to be the author 
of fome of the intended changes in the 
army, the purport of which is to better 
the condition of the foldier, and the fub- 
altern, at the expence of the captain. I 
repeat, this lafl is a formidable cohort ; 
and that innovations of fuch a kind re^ 

(o) We know no fuch word. Perhaps fromKw, or 
from Kvuv ; the metaphorical and leaft ofFenfivc tranfla^ 
tion of which may be coquetry. T. 

quire 
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quire great forefight, and inllexible forti- 
tude. Prince Henry, who is profoundly 
filent, in public, concerning all operations, 
will very warmly take part with the arnny, 
(hould it find caufe of complaint, and 
hopes thus to regain what, by his exdef- 
five haughtinefs, he has loft. But the ar- 
my ariilocracy know him too well tp con- 
fide in him ; they know that the Gitons (p) 
have been, and will always continue with 
him, the fovereign arbiters ; that, when 
circumftances have obliged him to feek 
the aid of men of merit, he has always 
found their prefence a burthen, which 
his crazy frame has fliaken ofFas foon as 
poffible ; that, in fine, his day is ended, 
with refpcft to war, and that he is odi- 
ous to the miniftry. 

It feems one Count Bruhl is chofen 
governor of the Prince Rdyal ; and no- 

(p) This word has a meaning too ofFenfive to be 
tranflated; If the reader has unfortunately ever heard 
of the tnoft contemptible of wretches, and the moft 
unnatural of crimes, he may then be his own interpre- 
ter. T- 

thing 
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thing better proves the influence of Bi- • » 
fhopfwerder than this eternal preference 
of Saxons. Count Bruhl, fon of the 
oftcntatious fatrap of the fame name (^), 
brother of the grand matter of the 
Saxon artillery, amiable, well informed, 
really or pretendedly believing in the re- 
veries of the myftics, with little of the 
foldier, yet wiUing to profit by circum^^ 
ftances and to enter the military career 
with gigantic ftrides — this Count I fay 
demands to enter the fervice as a lieute- 
nant-general ; a thing unheard of in the 
Prulfian army, and which will caufe in- 
finite cfifcoritent. 

An intcrdi6l has lately been iffued, 
prohibiting the difcoynt of bills at the 
bank ; which is very wife in theory, but 
here acccMnpanied by great inconveniences 
in pra6tice; for either the bank or the 

{q) Who was page to Auguftus II. of Saxony, 
prime minifter to Auguftus III. fevourite to his con- 
fort, hated by the late King of PruiSa, and who Jiad 
the greateft number of coats, waiftcoats, &c. of any 
man in the world. T, 

- :VbL. II. F King 
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King muft pay the intereft of two and a 
half per cent for about fcventeen millions 
of crowns, which is the amount of the 
capital of and the money brought into 
the bank, in a country where monied 
men find no means of employing their 
capitals. The bank cannot pay this two 
and a half per cent, without becoming 
burthenfome to the King, except by dif- 
counting bills of exchange; and it will 
hereafter be the lefs able, if the mari- 
time company, founded as I have before 
faid on fo frail a bafis, and obliged to di- 
vide at leaft ten per cent to the proprie- 
tors, fhould lofe any one of its moft 
beneficial exclufive privileges; that of 
wood, for example; and fhould not be 
able to afford the bank, to which the 
maritime fociety pays five per cent for all 
the money it there borrows, the fame 
fources of profit, which have hitherta 
been open* 

, Firfl P. S. The minifler Schulemburg 

has refigned ; his refignation is not yet 

accepted. 

The 
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The Kmg ycfterday (fupped with his 
daughter, Madcmoifelle Viercy — (the in- 
timate friend of M&demoifelle Vofs, and 
placed by her in his daughter's fervice 
fince his acceffion to the throne)-»-and 
the well-beloved. Hence it fliould feem 
that the romance draws toward a con« 
cluiion. 

it is more than ever certain the King 
tranfa£):s no bufinefs, and that he is mad 
after pleafure. The f^rets of the palace 
on this fubjeft are very ill kept indeed ; 
and nothing as I think can better prove 
the fecblenefs of the mailer, the little 
awe in which he is held, and the worth- 
leflhefs of his creatures. 

Second P. S. The King is fo terrified, 
by the univerfal clamour which the 
capitation tax has excited, that it is re- 
nounced. Some of his intimates to-day 
fpoke to me of fubftitutes ; but what can 
be expeAed from an avaricious and 
weak prince^ whom two days murmur- 
ing have caufed to retreat, and to whom 
F 2 we 
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nn can only fey — ** Tax the cftates of 
" the nobility, and lend out fomc of 
** your millions ; that you may procure 
^^ the intereft which nations in debt are 
'^ obliged to pay." 
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BETTER XUX. 



Nvoe^mhiT ai/?, 1786. 

HERE are fofpicions, which are 
daily ftrengthened, o£ a fecret negotiation 
between the Emperor and Pruffia ; or at 
le^ft that propofitions hqve been made, 
either by the firft or i-cciprdcftUy, on 
which deliberations are held. I neither 
have the m6rtey nor the requifite means 
to difcover what they are. An ambafl^- 
dor can efFeft any thing of this kind, and 
with impunity. But, though I even 
poflefledithe great engine of corruption, 
what danger fhbuld I not be in, fhould I 
fet it in motion ? I' have no credentials, 
direft orihdire^^ An a6l of; authority 
might difpoie 'Of me and my papers, in an 
inftant; and I (hbuld be ruined, here and 
eifewhere, for my too inconfiderate zeal^ 
• Spur on your ambaffador therefore, or 
haften to oppofe to this puiflknt coalition, 
which nothing could refifl^ on this fide 
F ^ of 
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of the Rhine, the fyftem of unipn with 
England, the bafis of which you have 
traced out, and which fhall be the falva-j 
tion of the world. Think on Poland, I 
conjure you. What they hane done (if 
they did not extend their acquifitions it 
was in fiadt becaufc th^y would not) 
.they will again do, aijd that even witht 
pu|: the intervention of Ruffia; of th^t 
fleeping gjant, who waking may change 
^ /the face of the globe. 

In trqth, it is the coolnefs between the 

4WQ imperial courts which mpft confirms 

the.fufpicipns of a new fjfftem. AUth^t 

,1 can imagine, concerning its foundatipn, 

J§ that its pretext is the elciSUon pf a 

King of the Romany, ^nd it§ purport a 

rftiia alliance,. wjiich <hall deftroy tl^e 

permanic confederation. As thj^ €on£?- 

,4eration. w^s the work oif the King, whije 

^Prince of Pruffia, or as l\e wiflies to be* 

jlkye it hBj.and as he regards it as a maf- 

ter-pipce, it may be doubjt^ whether. the 

Xmperor will fycceed. But, if t^e news 

^pf . yefterday be true, there is a great 

,pou>$ gajfi^ed, ^dvice is jeceiyed that 
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the Eledlrefs Palatine is beyond hope. , 
Should ihe die, the Ele^or would marry 
again on the morrow, and affairs may 
and muft afTume a difFereat face. If I 
am not miftaken, it is difficult to refleft 
too ferioufly on this fubjeft. For my 
own part, unlefs my inftru6lions and my 
means a^e amplified, I only can obferve, 
accordirig to the beft of my power, the 
internal adts of govcrnn)ent, aijd the 
court. 

The reafon that Count Schulemburgt 
one of the minifters of flate, has de^ 
njaiided to retire is, in part, that he was 
charged to carry the capitation tax into 
execution, which he neither conceived 
nor approved, ^d which be truly re-^ 
gard^d as a very unpopular, if not a very 
odious office. This minifter, ? man of 
undprflandiQg, and who would have 
again been ^t the head of affairs if, at his 
firft caufe of difguft, he had deteripined 
to refign his place, is infinitely difagree- 
^ble to the domeftic agents. The long 
favour he has enjpyed^ his r^pid fortune, 
and his watchful perfpicacity, have an- 
F 4 gcre<i 
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gercd or difturbed all his rivals. Nei- 
ther is he one of thofe pliant inftruments 
that will bend into any form. The in- 
capacity of moft of the other minifters 
afforded him the pretence of being obfti- 
nate in opinion. The abfurdities of the 
courtiers, not to fay their extravagant 
follies, embolden him to return that 
contempt which the reputation .of his 
abilities incites with ufury. For what 
will nor fuch a reputation eradicate, efpe- 
cially in a country where men are fo 
Icarce ? But if, as it is faid (I have not 
yet had time to verify the fa6l), there be 
a coalition between Struenfee and Wel- 
per, Schulemburg is undone, for they 
will no longer ftand in need of him. As 
he made illnefs his pretence, the King in 
a very friendly letter only accepted his 
refignatipn per Interim^ and on condition 
that his fignature Ihould fan6lion what- 
ever related to his department. 

Meantime the Aulic (r) fyftem, that 
of myfticifm, and the favour of the myf- 

ij) Julic^ 1. c. Court. 
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tics are continued) or rather increafed 
?nd adorned. The Duke of Weimar ar- 
rived here laft night. He has the apart- 
ipents of the Duke of Brunfwic^ at the 
palaoe. This Prince, the^ great ^poftle 
of the fafhionable fe6l:, and of whom I 
fpokein my xiifpatcbes from Bruni^ic 
and Mjigdeburg, had long had the eha- 
r^iSter pf being only axi arbiter elegantiarum \ 
a zealous promoter of letters and arts j an 
ceconomift by fyftem, and a fpendthrift 
by teniperament. I fome months fince 
fufpeSi^d him of military enthufiafm. It 
is noWiav^wed. He come? to enter into 
the Pruflian fervice. Such generals will 
.pievef reflteTV the war of feven years. 

In other refpedls, affairs continue the 
fame. The King inyited himfelf to fup 
,with Prince Henry tq-d^y. The Prince,- 
who continues his awkward plans, ftifling 
his pehtr'up rage, has informed the fo- 
reign ambafladors that the doors of his 
. palace would be opened every Monday, and 
that, if they thought proper to form 
card^parties there, he fhould receive them 
with pl^afurc. He wifhes to change the 

cuftom 
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cuftofm which, hitherto, has prohibited 
gU who appertain to the Corps Diploma- 
tique from eating with princes of the 
blood, and infenfibly to invite them to 
his fupper^. His credit is at the lowed 
ebb; yet I (till believe, would he per^ 
fevere in filenee, abft?iin frpm all preten^ 
fionsf impatience, and avidity of power^ 
he would highly embarrafs the oppofite 
party, and woqld at length be triumph- 
ant. 

Murmurs become general againft the 
obfcure agents of the cabinet; and the 
nobility, now pegleiSeci to I9a|s:e room 
for the Saxons, would be better plcafed 
to behold a prince at the head of admint- 
ftration, than obfcure clejrks, who never 
pan acquire great and ackriowtedged 
fortunes, except by great changcst Ye^ 
the ariftocracy is little dependent on 
fuch fubalterns, and hpl^s tl^em )n little 
dread. 

The Duke of Courland is foon to BXr^ 
rive. As he is to be reimburfed confider- 
able fums, it is to be prefumed that the 
whole of the debts of the Heir Apparentji 

whicl^ 
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.ivhich it is |iot ^^cent to have left un^ 
pai4 fqr ieyeral months after his acc^i^ 
fion, will then be difcharged, This fa^ 
CQix^bin^ \7ith the fuppers of the pro- 
purei&S) the numbei: of which fuppers 
increafes at the Princ^fs Frederica*s, aild 
for whjch purpofe her eftablifhment ha? 
evidently been granted, feriou% attjiint 
the fnof ai chaf a£lef of the King. 

Madam de F**, who would not de- 
part fqr Warfaw wjthout making fome 
attempt^ yefterday had a vefy gay audi- 
enpe of the Sang ; an audience of anecr 
d(^,^t which. ]ie con^plaiqed of his tirc- 
fome trade, and was eameft in his defires 
that {he ihould remain at Berlin; re- 
proached her with hs^ving ftolen the por- 
trait of $uck from him ; afid complained 
to her pf th^ iaipolitenefs and blunders 
of the Prince de P ^ *, who thought his 
very daughter^ the Princefs . Frederica, 
ugly and ilattemly. This continued an 
hour, and probably, if Madam de F * * 
htd cpmp hither with greater precaution 
ai^d for 9. longer time, {he might hav« 
l^d fome fuccefs. But it is a being fo 

perverfe, 
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pcrverfe, fo avaricious, and fo dangbroas^ 
that it is perhaps beft fhc (hould travel 
with her talents elfewhere : to Paris, for 
example, where ihe is knoA\Ti, where fhc 
wotild not incrcafe licentioufnefs, and 
never could obtain any important influ- 
ence ; whereas, if admitted to the privy- 
council of kings, fhe might fet Europe in 
flames, to obtain money, or even for her 
own private diverfion. I took advantage 
of the- moment that flie thought proper 
to depart from the route I had traced 
out, to reiterate my information that her 
proceeaings might have confequences 
much more ferious than refult from 
wounded vanity, and to declare I no 
longer (hould be a party concerned. 

I. Becaule it did not become me to rilk 
my chara<Sler, in an affair where mjr ad*- 
vice was not followed. 

II. And becaufe the arabiticHi of ladies 
has not, cannot have, the fame motives, 
principles, proceedings, and conclufion, 
as^ that of a man, who has a refpe6t for 
himfelf. 

Should fhe fucceed, which appears to 

3 ^^ 
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me impoflibley {he is too mtich in my 
jpower to efcape my influence. 

P. S. Lord Dalrymple it is reported 
IS recalled, and Ewart remains at the 
head of the embaifay without a fupcrior. 
t>alrymple is a nian of honour^ and fenfe; 
fometimes wearifome, becaufe he is con- 
tinually wearied^ but endowed with mor^ 
underftanding than will be believed, by 
thoie who have not carefully obferved 
him ; and alfo with generous, liberal, and 
fixed principles. If pacific coalition be 
(incerely intended, it is neceflary to bring 
Dalrymple arabaffador to . Paris. With 
refpca to Ewart, I believe the cabinet at 
St. Jameses iinds it Gonvenient to mainr 
tain a fpy here, who is the intimate 
friend of one minifter, and the fon-in- 
law of another. But what can be al- 
leged in excufe of the cabinet of Berlin, 
that (hall tolerate fuch an incumbrance I 
This is but public report, which I fuf- 
peft. 

Commiffions of enquiry begin to be 
faftiionable : one has lately been appointed 

to 
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io exafnihe the monopoly of fugars; l^fae 
people of Hamburg oflfercd to fupply thcr 
fame articles at lefs than half price* 

Another to examine the cloth ihahU'^ 
feAory. 

Another the wood moAopoly, which is 
to be reduced to half its prefent prici 
(independent of the fuppreffion of the 
company^ by which it is fumiftied). But 
how? By what means? The change is 
affuredly one of the moft urgent, and the 
mod profitable that could be made for 
the country ; but the abolition of all thefe 
monopolies, fugar excepted, which is 
granted to an individual (j), fuppofcs the 
deftruftion of the maritime company, 
that ftrange firm, which has promifed 

(s) Splittgerber and Co* who had not only the mo- 
nopoly of all the refining houfes, but alfo a foundery 
for mufkets, fmall arms, fword-blades, &c. &c. amanu« 
£i£):ory for hard- ware, cutlery, &c. &e. and another foi* 
braziery; all monopolies that have«xifted for many years, 
and all granted by Frederic II. the King who is fo em« 
phatically, and fo fiilfely, held up as the mirror of wif-*> 
dom, and the demi-god to whom fu^re ages are to 
ere£t ftatues, build temples, burn incenfe, fall down and 
adore. T. 
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the proprietors a dividend of ten per 
cent, be circumftances what they may. 
This fantaftic fuperftru6ture cannot be 
pulled down, unlefs by a very able hand, 
without rilk of danger from its ruins. 
Therefore, in his letter to the minifter 
Schulemburg, the King renounces this 
proje6t, and command's that it ihould be 
contradifted in all the public papers. 
What a flu6luation of plans, orders, and 
intentions ! \y hat poverty of power and 
of means ! 
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LETTER. L, 



November 24/A, 17^* 

V>«OUNT Hertzberg has made a new 
attempt to interfere in the affairs of Hol- 
land, which had been interdicted him by 
the King, and has prefented a memorial 
on the fubjeft, in which he pretends to 
prove that crowned heads have feveral 
times flood forth as mediators, between 
the States and the Stadtholder; and that 
the infidious reply of France ftated that 
as fa6t which was in difpute. Prince 
Henry believes this memorial has pro- 
duced fome efFeft. I have my reafons 
for being of a different opinion ; however 
I informed him that, if he could procure 
me a copy, its futility fhould foon be de- 
monflrated. I doubt whether he has 
even thus much power. 

Here let me remark, we are reconciled. 
I refufed two invitations, and he has 
made every kind of advance to me, which 

decorum 
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decorum requires I Ihould receive with ♦ 
politenefs. 

The journey of the Duke- of. Weimar 
certainly had no other end but that of 
his admiflion into the Pruffian fervice^^ 
which is to ftrengthen the riling fame of 
the Germanic confederation. This Prince 
in reality warmly protects the fyftem of 
thofe who find, in the depth of their 
myftical abilities, rules for governing a 
kingdom. The favour in which thefe" 
fyftems are held continually increafcs in 
fervour ; or rather is become vifible, for 
it never was cool. The brother of the 
Margrave of Baden, a fafhionable enthu- 
fiaft, has a natural fon, for whom he 
wifties to provide. This is the great af- 
fair 'of which he is come hither perfon- 
ally to treat ; and he has met a miracu- 
loufly kind welcome. 

Bufmefs is not quite fo well. There 
is fo much confufion, in domeftic affairs, 
that the King only iffues money on ac- 
count, to the various officers of the 
houfehold. It is determined that all his 
debts, while Prince of Pruffia, are to be 

Vol. II. G paid ; 
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paid ; that the Prince Royal (hall hare an 
eftablifhment, and a table often covers; 
that the Princefs Fredcrica (hall have an- 
other, equal to the eftabliflunent of the 
Queen ; and that the period, when thefe 
arrangements are to take place, is to be 
after the ftatcments of expence have been 
fbrmcd. 

The army is difcon tented* 

I. Becaufc the King appears on the 
parade only once a week. 

IL Becaufe commiflions of major and 
lieutenant-colonel are multiplied to faticty 
(For example, all the captains who have 
been in a6lual fervice have obtained 
them. This is the fecond cha^pter of 
titles, ajid patents of nobility, by fcores.) 
a favour which never was formerly grant* 
ed ; not even at the folicitation of the 
greateft princes (/). 

III. Becaufe much is talked of, little 
done; becaufe that few are puniftied, and 
)ittlc is required ; and, in a word, becaufe 

ft) Rank in the Prui&an feryice iea$ formerly con- 
fyn^i \6 feniority, Tt 

that 
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that the army does not now, as formerly, 
abforb the whole attention of the Sove- 
reign. 

It does not appear that Manftein di- 
minifhes the credit of the aide de camp 
Goltz, who is become a Count, and who, 
in what relates to military affairs, has 
evidently more influence than his, rivals. 
He has great abilities, without having 
fuch as are neceflary to that place; 
whicii, in fedl:, is equivalent to that of 
minifter for the war department. 

It is fubjeft of aftonifliment, to the 
few men of obfervation who are attentive 
to whatever may lead to a knowledge of 
the moral chara6ler of the new King, 
that he fhbuld behave fo coldly to one 
of his aides de camp named Boulet, whonj 
I have before feveral times mentioned. 
Boulet is a French refugee, of no fupe- 
rior underftanding ; an honeft man, with 
little ambition ; a very ordinary engineer, 
though here a diftinguiftied one, becaufe 
here there are none. He has been 
twenty years attached to the monarch, 
but never was admitted a p^^rty in his fe- 
G 2 cret 
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crct pleafures, which were formerly al- 
moft neceflary, to fupport the folitude of 
Potfdam, and the hatred of the late King* 
He neither increafes nor diminillies in 
favour, and his influence is almoft a 
nullity. Such a repugnance for a man of 
fqme confequence, in his profeflion, and 
who neither can offend nor difguft^ is 
enigmatical. 

It is nearly certain that the capitation 
plan will be rejefted. This hafty expedi- 
ent would not have been a fubftitute equal 
to their wants. But you muft feel how 
much fo many variations will dirainifh all 
confidence in the fubaltern and con- 
cealed adminiftrators, who a6l infleadi of 
minifters ; and how every circumftance 
coi:iciirs to render a prime minifter necef- 
fary. Nothing feems determined on ex- 
cept a defire to change. There is no fyf-^ 
tern; for I cannot call the vague defire 
of eafing the people by that term ; nor 
any regular plans, formed from knowr 
ledge, examination, and refle<5lion. 

None of the difficulties, for example, 
had begn forefeen that arife from the 

fup- 
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iuppreflion of the monopoly and ad* 
miniftration of tobacco, which afforded 
an afylum to twelve hundred invalids, 
army fubalterns, and even lieutenants. 
Thefe invalids muft live, and be main-- 
tained by the King. Nor is this all. 
Shares in the tobacco company originally 
coft a thoufand crowns, and brought in 
eleven per cent ; the price afterward rofe 
to fourteen hundred crowns. The con- 
tra6t granted by the late King was to be 
in force to the year 1793. Should the 
King buy in thefe (hares, at a thoufand 
crowns each, this would be unjuft ; fmce 
they have been purchafed at fourteen 
hundred, on the faith of a.contra6l: of 
which feven years are unexpired. If he 
fhould pay intereft for them, ^t the rate 
of eight per cent, till the year 1793, he 
muft then himfelf become a Idfer* 
Would it not have been better not to 
have made any change, till the contra6t 
(hould expire of itfelf; or till he had 
found a proper fubftitute ? The efFe6ls 
which are the reprefentatives of the capi* 
tal confift in utenfils, warehoufes, houfes, 
G 3 carriages, 



[ 86 ] 

carriages, &cu &c. Thefe cannot all be 
fold without lofs, which muft likewife 
fall on the King, The monopoly was 
burthened with penfions, bellowed on 
perfons by whom they had been merited; 
or, if you pleafe, obtained for that very 
affair which paid thofe penfions (u). — 
They muft hereafter be difchargcd by 
fome other fund, &c. &c. 

Heaven forbid I (hould pretend fuch 
difficulties ought not to be furmounted ! 
Improvement would tken never be ac- 
complifhed* But they ought to have 
been forcfeen, which' they have not ; fo 
that the public only perceives, in thi* 
fuppreffion, a real evil in return for an 
unalked good.^ This mania to under»- 
fell the fmugglers, or to deftroy illicit 
trade, if great care be not taken, will be 
more injurious to the pec^le than the 

(u) The zuthor is here, as in many other places^ 
obfcore. The meaning moft prabably is that they 
were penfions granted in return for die fums that were 
riiked, at the eftablifiunent of the monopoly^ T. 

trade 
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trade itfelf was to the ftate {x). Oppofi-, 
tion to contraband trade ought to be the 
confequence of one comprehenfive fyf- 
tem; and thofe are fhort*fighted views 
which endeavour to correft partial abufes^ 
that appertain to the general vices of 
adminiftration* The refining of fugar, 
the fabricating of arms, filk, gauze, ftuflFs, 
cloths, in a word, whatever relates to in- 
duftry, all are directed by regulations de- 
ftni6tive to commerce* But may all this 
vanifli by a fmgle a6t of volition ? Im- 
poflible ; without producing convulfions 
in the ftate. And thus are truth and 
benevolence difcredited, and kings difcou^ 
raged. Woe to him who pulls down 
without precaution* 

The principles of the two kings, con- 
cerning their perfonal dignity^ appear to 
be fo different as to give room for reflec- 
tion, relative to this country. When 
Frederic II. cftabliflied the coffee mono- 
poly, the citizens of Potfdam were daring 

N 

(x) In wliat does the difierence between the ftate and 
the people confift? The queftion is aflced to induce 
the young, ngt the well informed, reader to reieftr T, 

G 4 eno\}gh 
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enough to load a cart with cofFce-pots, 
and coffee-mills, to drive it through the 
town and overturn it into the river. Fre- 
deric, who was a fpe£tator of this bur- 
lefque proceflion, opened his window and 
laughed heartily. Here we have an 
anecdote of him whom they call the Ti- 
berius of Pruffia. The following is an- 
other of the Pruflian Titus. 

The day before yefterday, the clerk of 
a merchant, named Olier, was imprifoned; 
and he was not informed, till the morn- 
ing after, that the caufe of his imprifon- 
ment was fome trifling fpeech, relative to 
the King; and that, lliould he commit a 
fimilar offence, the dungeon would give 
a good account of him ! Such are the 
firft fruits of a gloomy internal admini- 
ftration, of which the vanity and poverty 
of mind of the King have been produc- 
tive. What a foreboding of tyranny; 
whether it ht royal, or, which is worfe, 
fubalterh ! Under what circumftances, and 
iin what a country! There where the maf- 
ter, whofe vanity is fo' irafcible, wifhes to 
appear good ; and where there is no coun- 

the 
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terpoife to his power, in the public opi- 
nion ; for the public has no opinion ! 

The commiflion of inquiry, fitting on 
Launay, remains filent, retards its pro- 
ceedings, forces or feeks for fafts, and 
decides on nothing. Du Bofc is very in- 
duftrious. Two merchants are arrived 
from each province, who are to give their 
advice, relative to the beft manner of 
rendering trade flourifhing. It is not 
yet known here that, though merchants 
only ihould be trufted with the execu- 
tion of a commercial plan, they never 
Ihould be confulted, concerning a general 
fyftem ; becaufe their views and their 
interefts are always partial. One of them 
however has given advice which is very 
fage, in the prefent ftate of affairs ; and 
that is to forbid the filk manufadlories, 
which are all on the royal eftablifhment, 
to make any but plain filks. Should 
they determine fo to do, the King of 
Pruflia may fupply Sweden, Poland, and 
a part of RufTia. 

The Princefs Elizabeth, the divorced 
confort of the King, has requefted to 

have 
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have a place five miles from Berlin ; atiil 
that his Majefty would appoint the ladies 
-and gentlemen who fhall be her attend-^ 
ants. It is fuppofed that the attempts 
this Princefs makes have been fu^efted 
to her by an adroit and intriguing officer; 
but it is not fhe who will become formi* 
dable to the Queen ; though I really dare 
not fay fo much for Mademoifelle Vofs» 
What mult be the deftiny of a country^ 
which foon is to be divided among prieils^ 
royflicsy and proftitutes ? 

In defpite of all my diligence to di^ 
vine what is in treaty with the court of 
Vienna, I can only form conjedhires. 
However, when I refieA that the Pruf- 
fion ambaffador to Auflria is an incapa-^ 
ble perfon, Count Podewils; and that 
the Emperor's ambaflador, Prince Reufs, 
has not altered his conduct; that Prince 
Henry, though generally ill-informed, 
would have feme pofitive intelligence, if 
any thing pofitive had been done, and 
that he has only vague fufpicion, I 
fcarcely can believe any important or pro- 
bable revolution is on the tapis. Did the 

Prince 
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Prince (Henry) poffefs but one of the 
twenty wills of which he is compofed, 
and which do not all form the equiva- 
lent of a whole, fo that he could ex- 
pend his money properly, and a6l with 
confiftency, his fuperior information 
muft give him a great afcendancy in the 
cabinet. 

But why do we not rid ourfelves of 
this complication of political affairs, by 
at once changing our foreign fyftem, tod 
breaking down the only oppofing bar- 
rier? I mean to fay, by refpedtable ar- 
rangements, and fmcere advances. Why 
,do we not flifle commercial jealoufy, that 
mother of national animofity, which has 
iilenced good fenfe, and pompoufly pre- 
di6led, fupported by the fophifms of mer- 
cantile cupidity, that total ruin, whether 
it be for France or England, muft be the 
refult of the unfavourable balance to 
which a freedom of trade could not fail to 
give birth ? Is it then fo difficult to de- 
monftrate that the trade of France might 
be much more advantageous to Great 

Bjitain 
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Britain than that of any other Country { 
and vice verfa? Who that will but opea 
his eyes will not fee the reafon ?— It is 
in the will of nature^^ by which thofc 
monarchies are nearer each other thaix 
they are to other countries. The returns 
of the trade which might be carried on, 
between the fouthern coaft of England 
and north weft of France, might take 
place five or fix times a year, aS in the 
more internal commerce* The capital 
employed in this trade might therefore, 
in both countries, be produ6live of five 
or fix times its prefent quantity of induf- 
try; and might afford employment and 
fubfiftence to fix times as many inhabi- 
tants, as the fime capital could efFedl in 
mofl: other branches of foreign trade. 
Between thofe parts of France and Great 
Britain which are moft diftant from each 
other, the returns might at leaft be 
made once a year; and would confe- 
quently he thrice as profitable as the trade, 
formerly fo much vaunted, with North 
America; in which the returns ufuaUy 
took place only once in three, and very fre- 
quently 
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qucntly only once in four or five ycars.-^ 
The fage Smith alks, — ^* If we , confider 
^* its population, wants, and wealth, is 
** not France at icaft a market eight 
^* times more extenfive (for England),and, 
^ by reafon of its quick returns, twenty- 
^^ four times more advantageous, than 
^^ ever was that of the Englifh colonies 
^< of North America {y) ?" It is not left, 
or rather, it is more evident that the trade 
with Great Britain would be in an equal 
degree ufeful to France, in proportion to 
the wealth, population, and proximity of 
the two countries* It would eventually 
have the fame fuperiority over that 

fy) Either we have not been fortunate cftOugli td 
find the pafTage the author quotes, or he has taken 
die fenfe of various paflages. Smith (ajfs— ^ A capi« 
^ tal employed in the home trade will fomedmes malce 
^ twelve operations, or be fent out and returned twelve 
^ times, before a capital employed in the foreign trade 
^ofconfumption has made one. If the capitals are 
^ equal, therefore, the one vnA give four and twenty 
^' times more encouragement and fupport, to the in- 
**duftry of the country than the other." Smith** 
Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. p»^6i. edit. 1786. 

which 
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which France has made with her colo- 
nics. Oh, human folly! What labours 
do we undertake to deprive ourfelves of 
the benefits of nature ! How prodigious 
a difference between that trade, which 
the politics of the two natbns have 
thought it right to difcourage, and that 

which has been the moft favoured ! 

It appears to me that a work which 
(hould develope thefe ideas, and which 
begin no longer to be thought mon- 
ftrous by the Englifh, would be very 
ufeful, and could not be cntrufted to ^ 
man of too great abilities* 

P. S. I have circumftantial evidence 
that the King is. more than ever indo- 
lent. Letters are anfwered in eight or 
ten days, and in a more long and care- 
ful manner than under the late King ; 
which fufficiently proves that fecretarics 
have great interference. Yet what muft 
we fay of a cabinet in which the King 
never a6ts, although it is impoflible to 
cite ai^y minifter whofe^, influence has 
effedted fuch or fuch a thing? Even 
4 into 
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into the ^iTembly of the general direc« 
tory) which (its twice a week), the King 
never comes« And this is the king who 
wiflies to change the fifcal f^em ! None 
but a Hercules can deanfe the Augean 
ftablfs# 
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LETTER LI. 



November ziih, iyS6^ 

X EOPLE are not agreed concerning 
the kind of fervices which the commit- 
tee of merchants, convoked from the 
different provinces, may render govern- 
ment. Thefe good folks are highly a{^ 
tonifhed to hear themfelves confulted on 
affairs of ftate ; for there is as great a 
diftance between them and Mont-Au- 
douin and Premores as there is between 
the Pniflian miniflers and our Sully and 
Colbert* The queflion fhould be to re- 
verfe the general and fundamental fyf- 
tem, and they feek only palliatives. The 
blood is infe6ted, and, infteadof purify- 
ing it, they endeavour but to heal this or 
that ulcer. They will inflame the gan- 
grene, and render the virus more en- 
venomed. 

There are great difputes concerning 
the manufaftures. But, good God ! 

ought 



t 97 j 

CAight they to begin With thefe? Arid* 
flionld they well And clearly have deter* 
mined which -wnere neceffary to prcferve^ 
and which to negleft, ought they notj 
before they ptefcribe tilles, to affume ai 
i ^^/f;^;7i— that BerliA is not a place fot 
faiahufaftures ; becaufe that the dearheft 
6f labour, loCal and national iheohveni* 
fences, &c* &c. are there united ; and be- 
caufe that the eftablifliment of manufac-*- 
tures muft there becttnie a difaftrous ex-^ 
travagance ? for which teifon the manu* 
faftufers themfelVes carry on a contra* 
band trade, and fell French for Pruffian 
ftuffs* As they have iid competitors^ 
they affix what price they pleafe on theif 
ttierchanditfe i and^ as nothing is eafiet 
than to fmuggle, they take a part of 
their goods, to the fairs of Frankfort, 
\vhich they fell or do not fell, as it (hall 
happen, knd purchafe Lyons filks, to 
which they affix Berlin ftamps, and en- 
ter them without any other ptecaution, 
or the leaft rilk; fince the cuftom-^houfe 
officers of the barriers, who Are invalids^ 
feither of the court or army, c'anpot dif* 
Von, 41. H tinguiih 
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finguifh whether what is fh^wn them hf 
tafFety or fattm ; ftill lefs, whether it bt 
woven at Lyons or Berlin. This city nei-r 
ther poffeffes induftry, emulation, tafte^ 
genius, nor money, toeifed: fueh ehangesr 
Another age, and I know not how many 
tranfitions among the Germans, are ne*^ 
ceflary for them to imitate that luxury oif 
cmbellifliment, for which they have the 
folly to wifh. Incapable of ch«)fing, be-r 
twecn that which is poffible and proper 
and that which is chimerical and iujuri-? 
ous, without means, principles, or fyf- 
tem, the prefent attempts^ of thefe meuj^ 
to which they owe their ephemerical ex*- 
iftence, will have no other efFedt than 
that of leading, the King firft, and after- 
ward the . vulgar and the foolifh, to. be- 
Ueve that the evil is irreparable. 

The inheritance of the margraviate 
of Schwedt is an affair qt this moment 
which, in other hands, might have im- 
portant confequences. The Margrave, 
approaches his end. After the partition 
of Poland^ the late King wrote to his- 
brother. Prince Henry, that he was de- 

firous? 
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tirons of beftowing on hiin a peculiar 
Jtaark pf his friend£hip and gratitude^ for 
the fervice he had rendered the State* 
trederic thought he fhould have rid him- 
felf of his promife by a ftatue ; but he 
Was privately given to underftand that 
fiame was left to the care of pofterity, and 
that the prefent queftion was an increafe 
of poffeffion, A few months afterward^ 
the Margrave of Schwedt, brother of the 
prefent Margrave, died ; the King feized 
the occafion to releafe himfelf from his 
ivordt In a very authentic patent, and 
at a long term, h^ conferred on Prince 
Henry the rcverfion of the margraviate, 
on condition that he ftiould dif charge 
all the boirthens with which this great 
fief is loaded. Frederic dies, and his fuc- 
ceflbr declares that all furvivances, and 
donations infuturo^ &c. are null, and that 
be \yiil not confirm them. Prince Henry 
finds himfelf among the number of thofe 
on whom reverljons were beftowed* 
There is little probability thefe lands will 
be given him. The queftion is, will he 
or will be not have any compenfation ? 
H 2 Prince 
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Prince Henry certainly has pretences 
to exclaim againft ingratitude^ and ex- 
claim he will. There it will end. Me- 
lancholy mad at one moment, he will rave 
the next ; and thus, giving vent to hi« 
griefs^ will fave his life ; for mute afflic- 
tion only is dangerous. 

Thofe however, who are not among 
his partifans, will obfcrve this proceeding 
with the greater inquietude, becaufc it 
begins to appear that even the pcrfonal 
promifes of the King are fufceptible of 
wavering. I fpoke to you in one of my 
difpatches of the reftitution of fome bail- 
liages^ to the Duke of Mecklenburg^ 
which had been promifed, to the envoy of 
the Duke, by the King himfelf. He has 
fmce withdrawn, or at leaft fufpended, 
his promife. So much facility in depart- 
ing from recent engagements, combined 
with the clamours of the people, and the 
exclufive contracts, that are trodden un- 
der foot without pity, appear to be but 
ill omens. It has been inferted, for ex- 
ample, ^v command^ in the public papers, 
— ^' That the King declares to all the 

*^ army 
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*^ army clothiers that, from paternal mo-^ 
*^ tives,'* — all of which have been an- 
nounced with emphafis, as you will fee 
in every gazette — ^* the King annuls 
^ their contra6ts ; even thofe that had 
^^ been recently confirmed.** Which 
claufe is the more gratuitoufly odious, 
and abfurd, as he had not confirmed 
any one; he therefore need not have 
taken the trouble fokmnly to inform his 
fubjedls that he knew very well how, 
when occafion ftiould ferve, Jolemnly to 
break hig word. 

The King fpoke to me yefterday con* 

ceming the woollen manufaftory. I en-- 

deavoured to make him underftand that, 

before we pulled down our houfe, we 

ihould know where to find a lodging, or 

bow we might difpofe of the ruins. He 

anfwered me laughing, ** Oh ! Schmits 

f* is your banker,'* (He is the contractor 

for this manufadtory.) *^ Very true, Sire,'' 

replied I ; ^* but he has not hitherto 

<^ made me a prefent of the money which 

^^ has been remitted me through his 

♦^ hands." This may flicw you what 

H 3 cngine*^ 
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engines arc fet at work, to keep me at a 
diftance. The following is a more cir^ 
cumftantial proof. 

I was fix days very ill, and did not 
make my appearance- at court, which I 
the lefs regretted becaiife that nothing is 
learned in fuch grand company. The 
day before yefterday, the King faid, at 
his Lotto, " Where is the Count de * * *? 
^^ It is an age (ince I faw him." ^ That is 
^ not aftonifhing, Sire,' faid one of the 
houfehold. ^ He paffes his time at the 
* houfe of Struenfee ; with Meffrs. Bief'^ 
^ ter and Nicolai.' — You muft underftand 
that Biefter and Nicolai are two learned 
Germans, who have written much againft 
Lavater and the myftics; that they 
never enter the houfe of, nor are 
they as I believe perfonally acquainted 
with Struenfee. The intention was to 
lead the King to fuppofe I was an anti* 
myftic. 

' The appointment of Count Charles 
Bruhl, to the place of governor of the 
Prince Royal, has made the party more 
than ever triumphant. To the merit- of 

a apper- 
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dppbrtdining to thit honburabli feft, 
Coiirit Leppel, the riioft incapable and ri* 
diculbus of men, is indebted for his Swe-r 
difh embafly; jas are Barofi Doefnberg 
for favours of every kind. Prince Frede- 
ric for his intimacy, the Duke of. Wei-^ 
mar, the brother of the Margrave of 
Baderi, ind the Prince of Deflau for their 
fuccefs, and the courtiers that furround 
the King for their influence and favour, 
it looks like a tacit confederacy ; and 
that there is a determination to admit 
hone but proved and fervent feftarie^ 
into adniioiftration. No one dares com^- 
bat them ; every body bows before them, 
^he (laves of the court and the city, who 
were not the firft to yield, mutter difap-^^ 
probation, and by degrees will range 
themfelves on the fide of the prevailing 
party. 

There is no parafite, however great, 
that attempts to excufe the proftitutioii 
of titles, patents of nobility, ribbands, 
academical places, and military promo-^ 
tions^ which daily is aggravated. Seven- 

H 4 twa 
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teen majorsi for . ex^mple^ have beea 
niade, merely in acquittal of vague and 
inconfiderate promife§; and that there, 
may be the femblance of recplle^ling,! 
at little expence, hopes that had been 
given, when every Uttk &id was ac-j, 
ceptable. 

The King makes himfelf too public 
not to talk very idly. It would be bet^ 
ter that, at the commencement of a reign, 
the Pruffian Monarch fhould not find 
time daily to have a tirefome concert, or 
a more languid Lotto ; cfpecially when 
the world knows the nothings, or the 
worfe, that employ his mornings. . Hq 
more and piore, every day, conflituteg 
hirnfelf the redreflbr of the wrongs com- 
mitted by his unclp. Thofe colonels or 
generals tli^t were difmiffed return to th^ 
army with promotions, or appointments, 
that recompenfe their fufferings. ' The 
counfellors that formerly were degraded^ 
concerning the affair of the miller A r^ 
jpold, have been reinftated in their func-i 
tions^ To fay the truth their punifli-t 

roei^t 
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mcot was one of the moft iniquitous of 
thQ 9^$ (z) of Frederic IJ. But his prin-» 

. cipal 

(^) Wc ought to read private afls,--- Arnold |ieU 4 

mill of Count Schmettau; and, being in arrear for 

fevera) years rent, the mi}l was feized and fold, Ar-« 

Hold laid a iaUe complaint againft t>ne Geridorf, for 

having robbed turn pf the water by which his nii]I ha4 

t>een fupplied, and his fiunily maintainedt The King 

ordered the fentence, that had condemned Arnold tQ 

lofe his mill for the paym<mt of arrears, to be revifed^ 

His orders were obeyed. The Judgment was con^ 

firmed. Without proper examination, the King fent 

for the judges, deprived them of their places, con«» 

demned them to pay the cofts of Arnold, fentenced 

Gerfdorf to rc&Qre the water or build a wind-miH, 

fent them to the priibn for malefactors, ordered Baron 

Zedlitz to fee punifhment inflidkd or 'tQ beware of 

punifliment himfelf, ruined them all, and, without 

hearing him, commanded his Grand Chancellor, Furfi^ 

who came to prove that l^e could not be guilty becaufe 

he had no concern in the trial, to march ! and degraded 

him from all his dignities. The h&s were, that the 

pond of Gerfdorf, which Arnold affirmed had been 

dug to l^is detriment, had been a pond for ages ; that 

Gerfdorf was neither his landlord nor his profecutor, 

hut Schmettau; that Arnold aftually paid no rent; 

^nd that the proofs of the legality of the fentence, by 

Vhich he had be^n caft, were evident to all the judges, 

noDo 
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cipal viftim, the Chaficellor t^'urft, haf 
hitherto teen forgdtten. His great age 

indee4 



*one of whom could have any intereft in giving a falfe 
judgment. This aft of- tyranny was echoed with ap^ 
plaufe through all Europe, and among otTiers by the 
Ef^lifli newfpapers, magazines, annual regiffers, &c. 
moft of which, with equal piety and patriotifm, hopc4 
in good time to fee juftice thus rightcoufly adminirferei 
in England. 

Another example of this great King's love of libertyi 
humanity, and the rights of mankind, as has been thq 
eternal afTertion of near half a century, was as follows, 
—•A peafant, named Havenbrook, had a law-fuit for a 
piece of ground with another peafant, of ^e name of 
Merten, in which the latter was caft. Merten, a re* 
yengeful man,* was continually trcfpaffing and driving 
his cattle on this ground. One morning, Merten be- 
ing on the premifes with cattle, Havenbrook fent his 
ion, a youth of nineteen, to turn him off; they came 
%o blows, and unfortunately Merten, the aggreilbr, wa| 
killed. .Young Havenbrook was tried, and condemnedj 
for manflaughter, to three years imprifonment ; a fen-; 
l;ence fufficiently rigorous. Tl^c upright, the humane 
Frederic, who was himfelf top the author of all the 
faws the kingdom was allowed to poflefs, wrote undejf 
the fentence— " Are ye judges, ftudied and learned in 
•* ih^ laws, and are ye not aflaatned of fuch a fentence ? 

u It 



E 167 1 

Indeed will not permit him to occupy 
^ny poft. But foixle folemn mark of 
good-will, feme flattering recompenfe 
of ftri£t juftice, while fo many other 
recompcnfes are granted, which are fa- 
vours that are often more than fufpici? 
pus — ^would this be impoflfible ? 

Under the late reign, the mines folely 
(depended on the minifter of that departs 
ment. An arrangement has juft been 
n^ade, according to which four tribunals, 
pre6ted in the provinces^ greatly mode- 
. rate his authority; and this was very 
neceflary, in a country where the public 
fight of the mines was the moft revolt- 
ing tyranny. But the arrangement docs 
not announce the difgrace of Heinitz. 
He has, on the contrary, had feveral new 
departments committed to his charge 
within this fortnight; and particularly 
fome that belonged to Schulemburg. It 
is a part of the plan to reftore all things 

" It is my will that, according to reafon and the 
" laws of nature, his body fliall be beheaded, and dc- 
*^ nicd the rites of burial." T. 

r w 
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to the ftate in which they were left by 
Frederic William in 1740. This criti^p- 
cifm on the laft reign may be vengeance 
dearly purchafed. At lead it is neceflary 
to be confiftent ; and, fince the grand 
dirfcftory has been reftored according to 
its firft inftitutioHf it ought ^ot to be 
left in indolence, and in a ftate of hu-* 
mijiating inftifficiency. The difmiflGion 
of the minifter Gaqdi is reported, who is 
the man by whom government might 
beft profit, if he were employed* This 
confpiracy againft capacity and know- 
kdge, with good reafon, alarms thofq 
who know the perfons that infpire prpd^-* 
le^lion. 

If I am not miftaken, there is here, at 
this moment, an acquifition to be made, 
worthy of the King of France : and M. 
de Colonne is the very man who ought 
to lay the propofal before his Majefty. 
The illuftrious La Grange, the greateft 
mathematician that has appeared fince 
Newton, and who, by his underftanding 
and genius, is the man in all Europe 
who has moft aftoniflied me; La 

Grange, 
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Orange, the moft fage, and perhaps thtf 
only true praftical philofopher that has 
ever exifted ; worthy to be commended 
for the pertinacious cahnnefs of his mind^ 
his manners, and his condu£):; in a word 
a man affeftionately refpefted, by the 
fmaU number of men whom he would 
admit to be of his acquaintance ; this La 
.Grange has lived twenty years at Berlin; 
whither he was invited, in his youth, 
by the late King, to fucceed Euler, who 
had himfelf pointed him out as the only 
man proper to be his fucceffor. He is 
much difgufted; filcntly, but irremedi- 
ably difgufted ; becaufe that his difguft 
originates in contempt.. Thepaffions,bru- 
talitieS) and lunatic boaflings of Hertz* 
berg; the addition of fo many with 
whom La Grange cannot^ as academi- 
cians, without blufhing, affociate; the 
very prudent dread of feeing himfelf held 
in painful fufpenfe, between the philofo- 
phic repofe which he regards as the firft 
good and that refpedt which he owes 
himfelf, and which he will not fufFer ta 
be infulted; all induce him to retire from 

a country 
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4 Country where the crime of bein^ ^ 
foreigner is not to be forgiven, and where 
he will not fupport an exiftence whicU 
will only be tolerated* It cannot be 
doubted hut that he would willingly ex-« 
change the fun and the coin of PruiSa^* 
for the fun and the coin of France, the 
only country on earth where men pay 
homage to the genius of fcience, and 
confer lading fame (tf); the only covuitry 
where La Grange, the grandfon of a 
Frenchman, and who gratefully recol- 
le6ls that we have made him known to 
Europe, would del^ht to live, if he mult 
renounce his old frknds and the abode 
of his youth. Prince Carditb di Laffre- 
do, ambaffador from Naples to Copen- 
hagen, has made him the handfomeil of- 
fers, in the name of his fovereign. He 
has received preffing invitations from the 
Grand Duke, and the King of Sardinia. 
But all thefe propofals would eafily be 
forgotten, if put in competition with 

(a) Surely it is neither prejudice nor illiberalify, to 
repeat the words national vanity^ in tbi$ place. T.. 

ours. 
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purs, ^nd will upt th? King of Franc* 
Ukewife, aisled by a worthy comptroller-' 
general, at the time when he would ex-^ 
tend ^h?Lt empire of benevolence which 
appertains tp hiin alqne — would not the 
King of France endeavour to acquire a 
?nan whofe merit is known to all Europe ? 
La Grange here receives ^ penfion of fix 
thoufand livres. And cannot the King 
pf France dedicate that fum to the firft 
niathematigian of the age ? Is it beneath 
Louis. XVI. to invite a great rnan, from 
a mjferable academy^ who is there mif- 
underftpp4, mifallied^ and thus, by the 
moft noble warfar?, to extu;'pate the only 
literary corps that has wreftled againft 
his proper academies? Would not this 
^6t of generpfity be fuperipr to thofe that; 
9re ufually performed ? France, with 
pernicious pplicy, has b.?eu the afylum 
pf princes, with whofe neceflities (he was 
burthened. Why wiH (he not welcome 
a great man, who would, but add to her 
worth? Has fhe fo long enriched others 
with her loffes, and will fhe not enrich 
herfelf by others' errors? In fine, to 

fpeak 
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fpeak of the minifter I love, one Dfl 
Bo3mes has given eighteen thoufand 
livres a year, for a ufelefs place, to 
one Bofcovich; a man defpifed by all 
the learned of Europe, as a literjary 
quack of poor abilities; and why will 
not M. de Galonne grant a pehfion of 
two thoufand crowns, to the firft man 
in Europe of his clafs, and probably to 
the laft great genius the mathematical 
fciences (hall pofTefs; the paffion for 
which diminiflies, becaufe of the ex- 
ceflive difficulties that are to be fur- 
mounted, and the infinitely few means 
of acquiring fame by difcovery ? 
V I have the hope exceedingly at heart, 
becaufe I think it a noble one, and be- 
caufe I tenderly love the man. I en- 
treat I may have an immediate anfwerj 
for I own I have induced Mr. de li 
Grange to fufpend his declarations, on 
the propofitions that have been made 
him, till he has heard what ours may 
be. I need not repeat that — he whofe 
hands are tied mufl call for help* 

1 E T- 
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tiecemhit %ni^ 1786. 

V/N the fl9th, between one and t«ro 
o'clock, a perfon ftx>m Courland eame to 
me, and afked for the Baron de N * ♦* tte 
faid he was charged with fome fecret 
commiffiony and delivered him a lettec^ 
from Mr. Rummel, his brother»-in*-law> 
a Syndic of the nobility, and fifty Pruf- 
fian gold Frederics. The letter defired 
N ♦ * would give faith to what the 
bearer (hould relate, and informed him 
that the regency of the republic intended 
to confer cm hito the place of afleflbr, if 
he would repair to Courland, that he 
inight be put in nomination ; and that 
th^e appointment was to be made at the 
be^nning of the y«ar* The bearer oiF 
the letter faid he had known the Baron 
N * * when a boy. The Baron fuppofed 
him to be an advocate, or a notary, of 
whom he had fome confufed idea. He* 
Vol. II. I neither 
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neither told his name, where he lodged^ 
how he travelled, jvhen he came to Ber- 
lin, nor where he was going. 'Ham- 
burg, Lubec, Vienna^ Munich, &c. arc 
places through which he has palTcd, or 
means to pafs. His journey has been 
very fecret, very enigmatical, very myt- 
terious. He only gave it to be under- 
flood that great changes would foon be 
feen in Gourland, and that Woronzow 
was there to enadl a grand part, of which 
he fpoke fo as to make it fufpefted he 
might become duke. Such ace the chief 
points of this odd interview. 

We muft combine this with the return 
of the Duke, who arrived three days ago, 
and with innumerable indications, which 
demonftrate that a revolution is either in 
9gitation or preparing, in Gourland. Con- 
fternation has feized on the Duke. It is 
only whifpered, but it appears evident 
that the States have flopped the pay- 
ment of his revenues, becaufe he doeJs 
not expend the money in the country ;; 
and this is the leaft of the griefs, enter- 
tained at Peterlburg, againft this dctefted 

man. 



Ihaii. Ccifain it is that he has fent hb- 
Ivifej.Svho: is fer advanced in her preg- 
nancy, to Mittau, whither he dares not 
tetura hirfefelf, hoping (he fhall be de- 
livered of a male child; and that this 
preftin^tive heir wjill reconcile him to his 
countryi 

Add further that fearon :^^ * ♦ is of 
one of the firft houfes of Gourland ; that 
his uricle> the Chamberlain Howen, a 
capable ajid enterprifing man, is at pre- 
fent firft nlinifter, or land-marfhal I that 
all affairs pafs through his hands ; and 
that he is in the greateft credit ; which 
to fay truth may be reduced to this, that 
he has the power of fellipg, with more 
or lefs meannefs, this fine but unfor- 
tunate province ; which however, fhould 
it be abandoned by all its neighbours^ 
i!:annot a£t otherwife than to beftow, ra- 
ther than fuffer itfelf to be feized upon. 
It is very poffible that the family of N ♦ *, 
which knows how much this fiudious 
young Baron has continually preferred a 
civil to a military life, has only thought 
of plying him advantageoufly. (Thfe 
I 2 poll 
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port: of alfeflbr^ which is worth ft:6m Jfotrf 
to five thoufanid liv^^es of Couiiand^ per 
annufti, is the poft of prefermeaL) But 
it is equally po{fible» and all . circum- 
flances coafiderdd very probable^ that his 
affiftance is wifhed for, in cffcAing a re* 
Volution. 

. This yo^urig Ifearon if poflcffed of ho- 
nour, information^ and underftanding ; 
has a great refpe<ft for the rights of 
mankind, an utter hatred for the llijf- 
fians, and an ardent defire his coun- 
try fhould rather appertain to any other 
power. From his infancy the fpoit of 
chance, ruined by misfortunes of every 
kind, which all had a worthy origin, dif- 
guftcd with the gloomy rank of fubal- 
tern offiter, which impedes the progrefs 
of his ftudies, and moderate in his defires, 
he would accept a place which ihould 
beftow on him the otium cum dictate ; 
but he would not be the Have of Ruffia* 
He loves France, and is attaghed to me, 
to whom he thinks himfelf obliged. He 
is defirous of ferving his country, the 
•cabinet of Verfailles,^ and his friend. Tho 

indecifion 



indedfion ef his mind muft have bcei^ 
afHiifting, efpecially under * circamftancea 
when, labouring for thefe fix months 
like a galley Have, and certainly in a 
msoiner more ufeful than had he been 
mounting guard, jrou have even negle^Sted 
to projpng his furlough. Thi$ at; leaft 
was perplexing ■ ■ /I have deqi^pd for 
binu : . ,. 

Making myfejf rdponfible for thij 
prolongation, which it wojild.be fo ini^ 
quitoiij^ to refufe^ and which filrely wiU 
be ^i^uQted, if it he dnly oiat of idqpe& to 
fiae, who find h!!S<xmdj(»tQrfhip ne^eflkry { 
hnagining he ftili has the ri^t of re* 
turning into Couriand, by'thrd(wing up 
his commiflian, oir even without thrown 
ing it up, by fufFering another nioininaW 
tion to take place:; convinced that no 
one can inform u&' more exaiSlly cf. the 
fituation of the country, in which he has 
ib many relations ; pcrfuaded that this is 
an important ftep for feveral reafons, the 
principal of which I (hall prefently d©* 
jnonftrate, and not believing (dndepei>d^ 
\\\t of the expencc of it journey of more 
I 3 thim 



than four hundred leagues) I (hould be ' 
juftified in abfenting myfelf, without 
having received exprefs orders; confid- 
ing in the honour of this aiFedlionate 
young gentleman, as well becaufe of the 
recommendations of thofe to whom he 
is intimately known as -from having my- 
felf proved his principles and his con* 
du6l; and ftill farther convinced that con- 
fidence is the moft powerful of motives, 
with men of honour, 1 have thought it 
ihe moft prudent mode to fufier him 
immcdiatsely to depart, on his promife of 
fending me information of whatever 
paffes, and of returning to Berlin within 
two months. ' It has feemed to me that 
this will conciliate his intereft and ours. 
The. latter becaufe we fhall be perfe6lly 
informed of Avhatever we wifh to know 
concerning Courland, of which many 
things are to be learned, and by which 
Itep, at all events, w;e (hall make a party 
in the country, where the fimple title of 
<:onful, or the permiffion only of wear^ 
ing our uniform, with a fmall penfion, 
•will fecurc tp us 9. man pf merit, ihould 

he 
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Be determine to accept the offers of the 
regency ; firft becaufe Baron N * * will 
inform himfelf, by this journey, what is 
the degree of ftability and profit of the 
place they propofe for him, and becaufe, 
if he be not fatisfied with this, he may 
again return to the fervice of France, 
with the recommendation of additional 
labours and ftrong zeal in her behalf; 
and, fhould he be fatisfied with the offers 
of Gourland, he may accept them while 
we may better his fituation, and aug- 
ment his refpeft and fafety, by fuffer- 
ing him to wear our uniform, &c. &c. 

Summarily, this young gentleman, who 
has ferved at the fieges of Port-Mahom 
and Gibraltar ; who is eflecmed and be- 
loved by his commanders ; who for fix 
months has laboured, under my diredion, 
with uncommon zeal, and alRduity not 
• kfs uncommon ; I repeat, this gentleman 
would certainly merit fuch a mark of fa- 
vour, though it had been on his own bufi- 
nefs foleiy that he had made a journey 
into Gourland. But the truth is I fend 
bim thither, becaufe I am ftrongly in-f 
I 4 vited 
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vited by circumftancesi s»id amcpnvincid 
of two things. Firft, that, were it only 
perfedHy to underftantl this part of the 
politics of Ruffia^ it is of importance to 
us at once to know at what to eftimate 
the worth and deftiny, as well as the 
changes of which this country is.fufcep- 
tible ; which, independent of all interior 
chcumftances, ftands by fituation the 
fentinel of Poland and of the Baltic^ now 
that Sweden, our arm of the north, is fa 
ferioufly menaced. My fecond convic^ 
lion is that Baron N * * is the proporefl; 
of men faithfully to fend us this infor- 
mation. Wherefore not afford him aid ? 
Wherefore not preferve fuch pcrfons ? 

You muft have feen, but perhaps you 
have not remarked, in the thirty-fecond 
abftradi; from the gazettes, that Springs 
porten, formerly a colonel in the fervice 
of Sweden, has lately entered into the fer-r 
vice of Ruflia, with the rank of major- 
general; that he is the man who bed 
knows Finland ; that the Emprfefs hat 
granted him three thoufand rubles fc^ 
his equipment, aJi eitate of fix hundred 

pea- 
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peafantSi in White Ruflia, and the key of 
thamberlain ; that he is inceflantly t6 
make a journey into the Crimea^ &c. 8cc. 
Though by acquiring fuch men, with 
the knowledge and connexions which 
they bring with them, preparations are 
made for tibe execution of the greateft 
prQJe<^s, ilill, by the fame methods, fuck 
projefts B.tt rendered abortive. 

There was not time, laft poft, to write 
the poftfcript in cypher, which contains 
A Curious fa6t, of which P*** will 
probably make ufe, and application (ff). 

I informted you in No. XLVIII. « That 
^^ they have lately interdicted difcount- 
*^ ing bills of exchange, at the bank, fee.** 
— ^This fad has not been verified. The 
merchants mdeed required it might be 
done, but their requeft has not been 
granted, arid it was oppofed by Straen^ 
^ee.--rBut to the news of the day. 

(i) The laft letter has no poftfcript. The author 
{probably means the fzSk contained in the paragraphs ti> 
be found a few pages forward^ which begin wieh Ac 
^GtAs-^Pqftfcrift tmntmid in the Mf tftbt Utter. T^^ 

I There 
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There * are two verfions, concerning 
Mademoifelle Vofs. Both are derived 
from excellent fonrces, and probably the 
real one will be that which may be com- 
pofed from the two, 

. h There will be no marriage. Mifs 
will depart in a month, for I know not 
where ; and afterward will return to Potfr 
dam.—" I know," faid (he, ^ that I difho- 
^^ nour myfelf. All the compenfation I 
^^ afk is not to fee any perfon ; leave me 
^^ in profound folitude ; I neither wifh 
*^ jfor riches nor fplendor.'' ^It is cer- 
tain that, if fhe can keep him thus, ihe 
.will lead him much the farther. 

n. Wednefday, the 22d of laft month, 
was the remarkable day on which Made- 
moifelle Vofs accepted the King's hand, 
and promifed him. her own. It was de- 
termined the Queen ihould be brought to 
approve the plan of the left-handed mar* 
riage, as a thing of neceflity, fliould ftie 
obftinately difplay too much repugnance. 
Jt is fmgular that, for the confummation 
of this rare bufinefs, the arrival of the 
Duke of Saxe Weimar was waited for, 

who 
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who is the brother-in-law of the Quceiit 
/The King thus will be father to four 
ibrts of children (c). The priefts, who 
liave been confulted on the manner of 
reconciling the claims of heaven with the 
pleafures of earth, have decided that it 
will be better to concentrate his enjoy- 
inents, .by an extraordinary marriage^ 
than inceffantly to wander from error tp 
error. Nothing has tranfpired, concern- 
ing the manner in which this arrange* 
ment is to be made known to the uncles; 
of the nanxe the new Priacefs is to bear ; 
or of her future eftablifljment, &c. &c 
In all probability, fhe foon will interfere 
in public affairs ; and, fliould (he do fo, 
the credit of Biftiopfwerder wijl diminifh. 
She loves neither him nor his daughters. 
Her party is befide very oppofite to that 
of the myftics, which gains ground in a 

(c) Thofe of his firft Queen, Elizabeth, from whom 
he was divorced, as before-mentioned ; thofe of his pre* 
fent Queen ; his natural children, by Madam Rietz ; 
and his halfrbaftard half-legitimate, by Mademoifelle 
y pfs i had this marriage taken pl^ce. T. 

veiy 
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teiy fearAil manner* ' I am going to re- 
late a recent anecdote^ on that fubje6l, 
which happened in the laft months of 
Frederic II. and which is infinitely im- 
portant, at leaft for my fecurity while I 
jemain here, to keep fecret ; of the irre- 
vocable authenticity of which you your- 
felf will judge ; and which will ihew you 
whither tends this imaginary theory of 
Ihe myftics, conne6led with the Roficru- 
cian-free-mafons, whom among us fome 
look upon with pity, and others treat as 
bbjedls of amufement. « » * * * 

There is a rumour whifpered arbout^ 
which terrifies worthy people, and which, 
true Qr falfe, is a faithful indication of 
the public opinion. It is affirmed that 
Prince Henry, the Duke of Brunfwic, 
and General Moellendorf, mean to quit 
the army. The two firfl probably do 
pot yet think of fuch a ftep ; hut th<! 
latter is undubitably the njoft difccm- 

tente4 






E 12^5 ] • 

tented of the three. Rich, Ibyd, limple^; 

firm, he poffeffes virtues which would 

do honour to a foil on which virtue it 

more fruitful. He certainly has not been 

treated either as he himfelf expefted or ,as 

good citizens, have wilhed. They were 

defirous indeed to create him a count; 

but, among fo many counts^ what need 

had he of fuch a title ? For which reafon 

this refpedable man replied — ^ IFhat have 

^\Idpne?^ Thia artlefs,, noble queftion 

was too fevere, on the herd of nobles, 

and the multitude of titles that have 

fprung up, warmed by the breath of 

royal munificence, to be agreeable* 

His modeft and antique manners are be«^ 

come reproachful to the. court; yet is 

the only reform, truly beneficial^ and 

univerfally approved, under the new 

reign, the work of this general ;. I mean 

the abolition of that iniquitous contrir 

bution called grafs forage ; which fub- 

jedled the open country to pillage, dur#- 

ing three months of the year, under the 

pretence of accuftoming the cavalry to 

forage. He has not finc^4>een confultedv 

7 on. 
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on any fubjefti or has had ho influence. 
I Ihould not be fnrprifed ihould he retire 
to his country feat; and it is impoflible 
to exaggerate the unamiable light in 
which fuch a tacit profeflion of faith 
Would place the Kings and his govern- 
ment. 

Three months more of fimilar proceed- 
ings and he will have no refpeft to lofe^ 
at Icaft in his own country. Every cor- 
irupt fymptom is manifeft. Rietz, a raf- 
cat, avaricious, chie^-^pimp^and an avowed 
G//to«(^, infomuch that ♦ * * * 

* * — In a word, Rietz, the vileft and 
the mod debafed of men', maniacs 
the royal houfehoki, and enjoys a great 
part of the court favour. Here it ought 
to be iiiOted that he is very fufceptible of 
beitig bought; but he muft be dearly 
bribed^ for he is covetous and prodigal, 
and his fortune is to make, Ihould ever 

(i) See note, psge 64. 

France 
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France ha^e occafion to direct the cabi-* 
net of Bfemn. So long as the King ftiall 
have any power, Rietz and Prince Frede- 
ric of Branfwic are the two men moft 
liabie'to temptatioil. . 

^ The following is an anecdote of aH^iy 
low fpecies, but very chara6leriftic for 
thofe who know the country. The Ita- 
lian and French dancers have received 
orders to dance twice a week, at the Ger- 
man theatre. The purport of fuch a 
capricious injunction was to give difguft 
to this fpecies of people, who are expen- 
live enough,* and to find a pretence for 
difmiffing them. They have been well 
advifed, and wilt dance; but fuch is the 
low fpirit of cunning which prefides over 
the adminift ration. Politics are 'treated 
as wifely as theatrical matters. 

I this moment learned that Heinitz, 
one of the minifters of ftate, a man of 
mediocrity but laborious, has written a 
letter to the King, of which the follow- 
ing is nearly the feiife : — ^" Being a fo- 
*^ reigner, not poffefled of any lands in 
** your ftites, my zeal cannot be fufpe6t- 

7 « ed 
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?* ed by your Majefty. It i$ conftqucndy 
^* my duty to inform you that the pro*. 
^^je£led capitation*tax will alienate the 
^ hearts of your Majefty's fubje£ts ; aad 
*^ proves that the new regulators of the 
^f r^ances are^ at prefent^ little verfed in 
^public bufmeft"— The King feid td 
him two days after — *^ I thank you—'* 
and made no further enquiries* Irie^ 
folution does not exclude obftinacy) zU 
though obftinacy is far from being refo- 
lution, I fhould not be aftonilhed were 
the tobacco and fnuff company to remaia 
on its former footing. As for the re- 
fpe6t which government Ihould prefervej 
that muft take care of itfelf. 

It was an attempt fimilar to that o^ 
Heinitz which produced the kft military 
promotion, to the difadvantage of Gfeneral 
Moellendorf. The General, wrote, with 
refpe6lful but firm dignity, ^ainil the 
jiomination of Count Bruhl, and in* 
treated the King would (how lefs indiffe- 
rence for the army. Thanks were re- 
turned, accompanied with thefe words-^ 
^^ The place has been promifed a year 

"and 



* iiid ahaIP'«^and twroidays after ifiviJtl* 
ttbh ma^rs werfe creaffeod.! * Since tbis timc^ 
ooldhefs toward the General has incfeaifisl^ 
adid civiiitr)ri has been ftibilituted for con-^ 
fidence; rfThe letter is not thought well 
0£ It is faid that he ought to have re^ 
ferved this vigorous blow^ for foraeiOcca'^ 
fion oh which he ihouki not appear to 
be perfbriaity interefted: and it.is :he 
Inmfelf whorfeemed moft prc^t to iiil 
the plabe t)f govemon 

The Dphi of Weimar is preparing to 
flftake a iyerjr pompous wolf^-hunt, on the 
froriticirs-of Poland* The orders and 
adjuftntents for^his party of pleafure do 
not very:welHagr$e srith the projeiS^s :8fid 
eorcmonials 6f oeconomy. Twelve hun-- 
dred peafar^s are commanded to be in 
Ttadinefs ; fijtty. hopfes have be^n. feat^ 
and eight baggage'^waggonsy with the 
matters of the forefts, gentlemen, huntf- 
men and cooks for this hunt, which is to 
continue* fix, days* 

At prefent, I am nearly certain that 
jny fecorid vbrfion, relative to Madraaoi- 
felIeVdft> is» the true onei and that the 

Voi;. II. K Queen 



QiMCTt h coaxed' iiitxx t&e meafluB(t» Th» 
King^ heVer liVed on. better terms whit 
h w. ' 'He li^ .' o£ten Tifited her withkt 
this week) pays her* debtee and has. gtveli 
hkr a concert Frobablj fhe has made a 
virtue of necefih^. It appears evident, 
that tins cpnne^^ion bi the King h^hly* 
deranges the ptan of the myftic/.admink. 
ftiatoDs. i The faonly of Mademcdfelk 
Vofs wifhes tc^ pDofit by hen elevation.^ 
' and their advice no way. agreed with liiat 
of the prefent favonrites* Bifti^wierder, 
fg^from gaining upon the King^ dechnea 
in his. efteenu In a vfosd^ revolutioii 
may come from tiiat fide— Wilt pub^ - 
liciaffairs be the- gainer? .This queftii»^ 
it is impoffible ta anfwen We can only ^ 
turn the teiefcdpe toward the fpot ; or 
rather the microfcope ; for, in truth, W0 
are in the reign and the country of the 
kifihitfely mihute^^ 

Po/i/cnpty mentioned in the hdyof the kfter^ ' 

The current coins hi Poland were : 
ioaosdy as.&>lfamr.» The majrk of finer : 

iilvcir 
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IJIyef xjiP tHe Colb^' weight v^ai <eoiiie4 
at t^ »*• 2( n dr 80f fl» of Poland 

As toxoid KxaAif there weit iidhis"buC 
©utch dircatJ' that had aiiy nortiihal 
v^uet i^at fe to fayi-- 

At the royal tteafbties, they were tafltcii 
ibr i6> It. ; 

By thtf ptiblic, for ilJ k.j' hoth' of 
i^hich rates were fixedly decrees of thd 
Diet. • • 

In the Diet of 1786, the ducats \ret!9 
iiniyerfally raifed to 18 k. each* 

Th^ affay'of the filvcr cbrifeqticairtly 
cannot any bnger be miuntainedr and 
it is" affirmed there^^ is a determination) 
hereafter, to coin the fin«^ mdrk at 14'!; 
or84fl» 

Btit neither c^this coitta^-lQp^rt 
itfelf} for, ftiotild Berlin coin^ it 14 ri 
Poland' wilt be obKged to keep' tip an 
kqiint - valueat a' greater expenecy lieciauftf 
of carrfeige. , ' 

Under the prefent circtitnfftaiCesi it 
might be advaritageotis tb draw on Po- 
land' for ducats' at 3 r. if tHe inlfay of 
lUver is at 14 r. 
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Buty if the relative valvie of gold fhpulfl 
fally comparatively tq 1;hat of iilvef , fUver 
maj .be tjiiw-e bought with profit 

Generally fpeakingi it appears tx> me 
that the recent operatioi^s on gold ihonld 
)ead us to refle£t on. the ftate of the 
ifilver, efpecially in Spain, fhould that 
|)Ower perftft in the folly which^ with the 
greateft part pf Europe!, it has given iiito^ 
of keeping two fpecies of coin, and hoards 
jng the gold. • ... -. r 

. apd P. S. The King, attended by a 
nngle. lac^uais; and. much difguifed, has 
been to the. qom and itraw warehpufes, 
where he enquired of the foldiers, who 
worked there, what their wages were— 
*** Five- grofchcn'*— A moment after he 
put the. f»mc queftion . to the fuperin- 
. tendant^rr*^ Six grofckeo." — ^Thrce fol- 
diers being called to confront the fuper* 
intendants, and the fraud being proved, 
» fubalteiB .and three foldiers were pr- 
dered tp condud: the two fuperintendants 
to Spandauy a civil priJGcm; and thert 
jhcy are to be tried." The fa^ is very 

y |)raif©* 



praife-wotthy. He makes evening pcre* 
grinations almofl unattended^ and addidts 
himfelf to the mintltc enquiries of a juf- 
tice of the peace (e). At Icaft this is the 
third time he has a^ed thuSi Some of 
his attendants imagine he means to imi- 
tate the Emp»or. After what harpaffcd 
between them^ this perhaps would bq the 
tnoi): fevere fymptom of abfolute inttapa*^ 
<:ity. 

, (/) CoODDiilaire de quartier. 
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;ThE ilewrs of.thA caWs, wjiieh th« 
£mpen>r^gain wi£bes io excite at Deux 
Pooti). and which our cabinet has pobr 
liflied here, feems to have product » 
very good efFeft upon the King, in defpite 
of thofe who excliim— Nl? erede Teucn's— 
sn adage which is become the fignal of 
rallying, among the Englifli, Dutch^ 
Anti-French, &c. &c. May we condu6l 
ourfelves fo as never, to admit of any 
other reproach .-^This difcovery will 
probably, both at Berlin and Deux Fonts, 
counteract the Emperor. It was very ill 
judged of him not to fufFer that torpor 
to increafe, which is the infallible confe- 
quence of the languor of labour, or of 
the confufton which doing nothing pro- 
duces. 

But I refign thefe foreign politics ta 
yaxa -^ambafradors^ ■«> whom they are 

known, 
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|tiio«r%;ttictt«i£b I pLWfid this ifSftUigee^ 
t>y that iaeans Qnlybywitich I gain sM 
others ^»!9«»ufe Gpti»t.d*£fl:!* • iljdtrijt 
4i^y a w<>F# OR tbe C«bje€t to dK; becaufe 
it WQ0I4 h%vc hsoD. ¥r9fk and little do- 
<2ent to hvvt. put mafif jqueftK>n% oh a 
.BiattCF which I ought to have khbwn:; 
^smd heeaiife I thtniSare fatisfied myielf 
with ra^e anfiotatfons, oti oiir fidelity. I 
4ini not and probably ^haU ntit be circum- 
ftantially iHforhied ef the a£[air. You 
^»«hap8 may feti on. this occarion how 
impoitint it is that belter intelUgencte 
•Ihould be fent Ime froh* Verrailles ; but 
you will ddubttefs Acknowledge I perforA^ 
all I can, all I ought, when I ttace this 
outlines of internal, fince I have not 
tht key to external pblitits. Though 
4i£rufedly I (hall riot negle6t the latter, 
whwibvec lucky chance (hall afford op- 
portunities. 

; The libellift Grantz, who was expelled 
the country by Frederic II; for theft, 
>ind for haying Told the fame horfe three 
times, is recaUed, with ^ penfloti bf eight 
Jiufidred crdwns. T^hc King i^rote to 
K 4 Count 



Count Hertebcrg to give him fome poft. 
The minifter replied that th« abilities trf' 
the gentleman were great, and that ho 
wa&' very eftimablc,-but that he had too 
little difcretion to be employed in foreign 
affairs. Tlie King propofed him' to the 
nunift<»: Werder, who anfwered, the gen^ 
tleman was exceedingly intelligent, ex- 
ceedingly capable, but that there was 
money in his officQ> which therefore Mr. 
Crantz muil not b^ fui&red to enter. At 
l3.% the King has thrown the illiif«> 
trious Crant^ praifed by all ^d by all 
rejedted, ypon the ftates ; and he receives 
a penfion of eigjht hvndred crowns, for 
doing nothing, 

TUe minifter Schulemburg, after hav«» 
ing twice demanded his difeaiflion, hai 
finally obtained it, without a penfion. 
This is fcyere, but the ex^minifter is 
fidroit. He has caft all the burthep 
upon the ^rft branch pf his department, 
which has been retrenched. If-thens 
§rc ^qymjs^ws of being reftored, this w^s 
weU done, Yqu we acqusi(it?d with 
th? qualities of this w^» Pe h^d 
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imderRandiiig, facility^ and fagacity iii 
the choice of his coadjutors ; was indif- 
ferent concerning the means he employed; 
vain in profperity ; defpairing in misfor^ 
tune5 of which his feelings are the fport | 
ready to ferve others ; fufceptible of af- 
feSion; and believing in friendfhip after 
having been fifteen years miniftcr of Fre* 
deric IL . He thought himfelf immove* 
able becaufe he was neceflaiyy and hopes 
that this necefiity will furmountthe ca« 
bals by which he has been driven from 
his polt. Perhaps he deceives himfelf; 
for, while we are not difficult in our 
ehoice^ and when the bufinefs is not of 
itfelf beyond vulgar capacities^ agents 
may at any time be found. If monarchs 
wifh for a Newton, they certainly mull 
employ a- Newton, or [the place muft re* 
main vacant. But who. is there who 
does not think himfelf capable of being 
a minifter j :and of whom may it be de* 
pwnftrated. he is notrcapable ? .r , . 

J am alTured* from a good quarter, that 
Count HQjttberg' regains confidence. He 
\m boW^d to. the jicsr .agents, who hav« 
"^ had 
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had the weaknefs to bring -him t^uninlt 
fovour, becanfe that Mademoifdk Voft 
U the niece of Count Findcenftein^ audi 
^caufe, her family being unaUe to obtain 
Any advantage by faet promotion cKccpt 
by the overthrow of thofe mdio fukround 
the King, who are not ignorant thisc the 
lady detefts. them, it is req\aiiite fome <mt 
Ibould be oppoibd to her. 'But, i£ ifa» 
be a dame of mettk^ change ondft be 
looked for on that fide, which mOrd or 
hk addrefs will haften or ifetard. . Whe« 
Cher or ho, Hertzbeig has adVifed Count 
Goertz to take part with Renneval,' isS 
trhofe pruden<:e he has fpokea in th« 
liigheft tenns to the King. 
■ A new blunder has been committed 
In the military. All iA» firft lieute^ 
fliants have been made captains ; and dit 
captains, whether on whole Or half pay^ 
of the regiment of guards, are advanced 
to the rank of major. Except the wan* 
chanceiy, I do not fte who will be tlur 
gdinei^ by this arrangements It is ^d 
the King intends to pay his perfonal 
ilebt^ s the. payqient of which, by: th< 

way 
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'Way of pftrentheii% is more thsm ev€lr 
cludedy ^ith the produce of the commii^ 
ilons of officers* and the. diplomas of 
comits, barons, chflmberlainsy Sec 

The p^ for the capitation-tax wav 

jp^prcfented to the King as a kind <£ 

vofuntaiy a6l, and which the people 

themfeiy^s. Woijki meet half way; but* 

informed .'df;the public difgaft this pro- 

j^ had pccafipned, alanned by the n>- 

ixiour, and heated by the letter of Heinibs^ 

he told Wcrder— ^* People ought not to 

"** meddle with matters they do not un- 

•* derftand.*— {Take good note that thi» 

fee faid to.his minifter of finance) ** Lau- 

•*<nay fliould have be«i c0nfulted**--i» 

-(Now under the fetters of the commit 

fioA of enquky), ? Werder<xcufed him* 

rfelf 'in the ^dt manna* . he could, by 

faying tfcc" plan did not origiiwt* with 

h W (in h(^ the project -was Beyer's), as 

If Jiehad not appropriated by approving 

■it; .• ," ■ •■ - " 

' l^hlegefteral direftory, that fpecies of 

ccoiincU of'ftate, at •cfhieh the King is 

Ijgver prefenf, has proje^d rctnod* 

(trance* 
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ftranccs concerning the humiliating in^ 
aftivity in which it is held ; but Welncr 
oppofed them, gi^ng the invincible re- 
pugnance of his Majefty for every fpecies 
of advice to be undferftood. This arifes 
from the ftrange fuppofition that thofe 
who give him advice have adopted the 
fentiments of his uncle, relative to hfe 
tapadty. He is yet to leani that na one 
ventures to advife among the gital^ ex^- 
cept fuch perfons as they eftetiD# i 

In the mean time the ipyftic$ continui^ 
in the fame degree of favour. Their 
confpiracy was denounced, by the great 
perfon whoKv. I fpoke of to you in mjr 
laft, to General^ Moellendorf, the inti^ 
mate friend of the brother of 'Mademoi* 
ielle Vofs— (a man efteemod for his mcH 
ral character ; in other refpe^s obfcure, 
at leaft hitherto^ yet who probably will 
foon appear upon the fta^) — in ordo: 
that he might terrify his fifter, and b)r 
her intervention the Sovereign, concern- 
ing the'crime? of a.feft who woyld facri- 
fice all whom they cftnnot nil«. Biefteri 
the fame, to hy the lead, to whom jt 

' . , ha* 
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hsa b€;en iniimiaited th^t be (hould fpardS 
the myftics, has a law-£uit in which they 
are interefled^ which it is faid he will 
lofe, ; He has accufed Mr. Starck of be- 
ing* a Catholic. Starck is a profeflbs 
of Jena, a man celebrated for the gift of 
perfuafion^ as well as for his underftaod- 
ing and knowlecige, a Lutheran bom 
and a Luljheran minifter, but a knowa 
profjeffor of the Catholic religion. He 
has notwitljiftanding inftituted a criminal 
adlion againfl; Biefter^.ior having fai4 
this, and has fummoned . him to proye^ 
bis calumpjmis affertion* . Never would 
fiich a fuit have been heard of under 
Frederic 11. \ Starck has recently pub- 
iliihed a book, intitled Nicaife^ in which 
be attacks feee-mafonry. The frce-ma- 
ibns have TepUed by pother, intitled 
^nti^Nicajfef in whidi are infertcd au- 
thentic letters from feveral princes ; and, 
g^tiong others, frpm Prince Charles of 
lleff^ Pal]fel,:^d Prince .Ferdinand o^ 
i^fjinfwic;. which well prove, what all 
know who have converfcd with hiqa, 
j(h9:uld they hot likewijfe Ifwpvr "his crea-^ 

tares, 



fdre«, Bauer and Wetsfall, that a great 
general, or rather a famous general, may 
be a very little man, 

The ftateijieht of the expence is at 
length made out, and the refult is that 
the King may increafe his treatfury by 
two millions of itrowns, and ftill referve 
a confiderablc fum for his plealures or hid 
ilFe6tions. But, in this calculation, it is 
ftippofed that following receipts will equal 
the preceding, which certainjy is doubt* 
All. One paternal aft has been per- 
formed ; the country people have been 
freed frorii the obligation of Icxiging th« 
cavalry gratis, and fupplying forage at t 
very low price. This ncform will coft 
the King two- hundred and feventy thou*^ 
fand crowns per annum. But it was ex^ 
fifemcly neceffary* It is the refult of thc^ 
plain of Moellendorf, for the abolition o£ 
the grem forage. 

One Mr. Moulines is the editor of the 
ihamifcripts of the late King. I hav#- 
before given you his political charaftor; 
^nd^ as a lite^ry man^ he is deftitute oi 
taftoand'difccmment, ^d without zaf 

pro* 
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909£6u»cb4ciion^gie of the tangoi^ 
^t he ia the fiiend of Wehier; of that 
Wi^$m -KOv'whoai the Ku^ at £evcil 
o*j^0Ck'Mt:tii« Biomiaag^ &nds the ktterft 
and requefts of the day before, and who 
ik: (ooTt o^Qlock Jgoes 'to ^ire iii his ac-* 
^iaK^/jx-jAther t^ 'm&ni^ -the KitigJ 
AA ft^ titer ]^i\iAei% tl»3r rec^ve orders^ 
91^ cbt niot' give adv4cd Welner has ha4> 
tiit^v;^ to nefufe the titiiS df miniftei:, and 
tpfaij^^ hW^ with, that of fupena-* 
t;^ftOt;«f the buildings ; but he is al- 
tfi^! ififnxfA. upon by the whole court, 
THefe- mahtkfcripts. are to be- printed itv 
cightcsn y)cdumes.o£tBvt>, The two parts 
moft oui^ttf are the Hiftoiy of the Sevea 
Xear& Waf^IaiKlthe.Sfeaiears of my own 
Xitoe«(](/).. In the former, Frederic has 

(f) llie jmbKcstioft ha»pKJTeA the authcnr was mi& 
taken. The tetter* are. th^ Ooft curiQu» part of tfi«- 
work. There ar<p fewtluags.iiv the hiftory that werc> 
not known before, except that it exhibits the character 
of this extraordinary man, as drawn by himielf, tQ 
thofe wbo^aiie capaUe of diTcovering that charader; 
imd in ^is particular tht letters arft perhaps ftiU fu- 
perii|»r* u T, 

gf gather 
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tRther recounted what he ooghtto hiife 
done than what he did; and this is itfelf^ 
a- trait of genius. He praifes or cxcufes 
ahnoil every body; and blames only him- 
felffe). . 

The Marquis of Lucchefinit who had 
been^. not the frkhd« not the favourite 
of Frederic^ but his l^ltmr^ is^ though he 
does not own it, highly piqued at the 
choice made of Moulin^s. He has de* 
manded leave of abfence, for fix months, ^ 
to make a journey into his own country, 
from whiclj no doubt he will no more 
cetunit How did it happeti that he did 
not feel that the perfonal refpeft in 
which he would have been held would 
have been immen£e, . had he quitted 
PrufDa a week after the death of the 
King, with this only reply to all the of- 
fers which would have been made him? 
' — ^^l was ambitioua only of a place 
^* which all the kings on earth could not 

(g) It is pbin the author had never xcaid die work, 
^hi^h was not then puUiihed. T« 

>< take- 
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*•• take ' from me, cannot reftore : that 
^ of being the friend of Frederic II.'' 

Two fueceffors have been appointed tp 
Count Schukmburg; for, as the King of 
France has four minifters, twenty are ne^ 
ceflary to the King of Pruffia. One of 
thefe fueceffors is Mr. Mofchwitz, a 
magiftrate; of whom neither good nor 
harm is fpoken. The other is a Count 
Schulemburg von Blumbert, the fon-^in- 
law of Count Finckenftein. The latter 
poffeffes knowledge, an ardent aad gloomy 
ambition, and a moral charafter that is 
fufpefted. He is ftudious, intelligent, 
aflUduous, and is certainly a capable man. 
But he is fuppofed to want order; to 
poffefs rather a heated brain than an ac- 
tive mind ; and to have more opinions of 
his own than dexterity to blend them 
with the opinions of others, and render 
them fuccefsful. Neither is he at all 
accuftomed to bufmefs ; and is an abfo- 
lute ftranger to banking and commercial 
fpeculations : that is to fay, to the prin-* 
cipal branches of his department 

Vol. IL L ^ft PS. 
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ift PS. The King, who is paying off 
the debts of his father, has granted 
twenty thoufand crowns for the main- 
tenance and privy purfe of his two eldeft 
fons. Their houfehold Is a feparate ex- 
pence. . 

and PS. I did not belierve I was fo 
good a prophet. The brother of Made- 
moifcUe Vofs has the place of the prefi- 
dent Mofchwitz. This is the foot in the 
ftirrup. 

The courfe of exchange, on Amfter- 
dara, is fo exceedingly high that, there 
being no operation of finance or of com- 
merce by which it may be accounted for, 
I have no doubt but remittances are made 
there, to pay off the perfonal debts of the 
King. Struenfee is of the fame opinion ; 
but he has no pofitive intelligence on the 
fubjc6l. 



I» »T« 
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LETTER LIV. 



Dicemi^r Sth^ 17861 

JLOU may take it for granted that 
there are three principal fhades, in the 
chara6ler of the King; deceit, which he 
believes to be aft ; irafcible vanity, when- 
ever the leaft remonftrance is made to 
liim ; and the accumulation of money, 
which is not fo itiuch avarice in him as 
the paffion of poffeffing. The firft of 
thefe vices has rendered him fufpicious ; 
for he who deceives by fyftem continu-* 
ally imagines he is deceived. The fecond 
induces him to prefer people of middling, 
or inferior abilities; and the latter con- 
tributes to make him lead an obfcure and 
folitary life, by which the two former 
are ftrefigthened. Violent in private ; 
impenetrable in public; little animated 
by the love of fame in reality, and mak-^ 
ing this love to confift chiefly in leading 
the World to fuppofe he is not governed ; 
L a * rarely 
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rarely troubling himfelf with foreign 
politics J a foldier from neceffity, and not 
from inclination ; difpofed to favour the 
myftics, not from conviction, but becaufe 
he believes he fhall, by their aid, examine 
the confciences, and penetrate the hearts 

of men Such is the outline of the 

man. 

His debts will be paid by the furplus 
money. Under the late King there was 
annually a confiderable fum which was 
not brought to the treafury, but, was 
kept apart to raife new regiments, to in- 
creafe the artillery, or to repair the for- 
treffes. Now, as the artillery was not 
increafed, as new regiments were not 
raifed, and as the fortreffes were not re- 
paired, the money confequently accumu- 
lated. It is now employed in liquida- 
tion. 

The revenues are upward of twenty^ 
(even millions of crowns, including the 
cuftoms ; or about a hundred and eight 
millions of French livres (four mil- 
lions and a half fterling). The expence 
of the army is twelve millions and a half 

of 
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of crowns ; of the civil adroiniftration, 
two millions three hundred thoufand 
crowns ; of the King's, the Queen's, and 
the Princes' houfehold, one million two 
hundred thoufand crowns; and a hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand for the payment 
of peijifions, I am not acquainted with 
all the inferior expences; but when, for 
example, we know that the legation 
cheft does not abforb more than feventy- 
five thoufand crowns, and that the fup- 
plements amount on an average to 
twenty-five thoufand crowns — (On which 
I have to remark that the fame objeft in 
Denmark cofts three millions of crowns ; 
and in Ruilia, a country almoft unknown 
to the grcateft part of Europe, three 
hundred thoufand rubles.) — 'it is eafy to 
underftand that the fum total of the 
annual furplus, the expence being de- 
ducted from the receipt, is about three 
millions and a half of crowns. 

The manufafturers have prefented a 
petition, in which they fupplicate to be 
informed whether any alterations are in- 
tended to be made in the privileges 
L 3 granted 
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granted them by the late King, or hi« 
predeceffors, that they may not be ex- 
pofed to the buying of materials, or con- 
tracing agreements, which they (hall be 
unable to fulfil. Frederic William has 
given his word of honour not to make 
•any change, at prefent, of this kind. 

I have already faid that the King in- 
tended to have made Welner a minifter, 
which dignity it is affirmed he refufed. 
This for many reafons was a maftcr- 
ftroke, by which he will be no lofer ; for 
he has lately been granted an augmenta^* 
tioh of three thoufand crowns, that he 
may enjoy the fame penfion as the mini* 
fters of ftate. The King not only places 
no confidence in the latter, but he afFe6ts 
never to mention them ; unlefs it be to 
Count Finckenftein, the uncle of th^ 
well-beloved ; or to Count Amim, who 
interferes in the negociations of the fo 
much defired marriage ; and who is at 
prefent too much a Itranger to bufinefs 
to be fufpe6ted of any fyftem. The fup- 
pofition that he has one will, at leaft for 
fome time, be the rock on which the 

new 
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new Schulemburg is liable to be wrecked • 
He is fupported by ftrength of charaAer, 
and ardour of ambition. As to the new 
prefident, to whom already is attributed a 
depth of defign which probably he never 
poffeffed, I believe him little capable of 
ena<Sling any great part. 

The Sieur du Bofc, who is becoflie a 
counfellor of finance and of coftimerce, 
is alfo defirous of making his entrance. 
He has petitioned to be employed in the 
cuftoms, and his requeft.hasbeen gt^ted, 
but without an increafe of refpeft* Spe- 
culators, joining this fymptom to fome 
pthtrsi have drawn a conclufion that this 
is fome diminution in the credit of 
Bilhopfwerder, his protestor. The party 
of the myftics however does but augment, 
and flourifh. To own the truth, the 
crowd of candidates may injure indivi- 
duals. One of the moft zealous mem- 
bers, Drenthal, is lately arrived. No of- 
fice was found for him, under the King J 
but he has in the interim been placed 
with the Princefs Amelia, in quality of 
marlhal of the court, with a promife of 
L 4 not 
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not being forgotten, at the death of this 
princefs, whofe; end approaches. 

Our knowledge of the new Sovereign 
may be increafed, by a fketch of the moft 
diftinguifhed people at his tourtl Among 
thefe are an old count (Lendorf), gentle 
as Philinta, obligipg as Bonneau (h)j a 
ihamelefs flatterer, an pnfaithful tale- 
bearer, and, when need is, a calumniator. 
—••A prince in his pupillage (Holftein- 
beck), fmokinghis pipe, drinking brandy^ 
never knowing what he fays, ever talking 
on what he does not underftand, ready 
at any time to fly to the parade, to hunt, 
to go to church, to go to brothels, :Or to 
go to fupper with a lieutenant, a laquais, 
or Madam Rietz. ••Another prince (Fre- 
deric of Brunfwic), famous for the pains 
he took to diillonour his filler, and par- 
ticularly his brother-in-law, the prefent 
King; a libertine under the Monarch 
who was called an atheifl ; at prefent a 
myftic, when the Monarch is fuppofed a 

(h) Sec note in the fir ft volume to Counjellor Bon- 
peau. T. 

devotee ; 
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devotee; a penfioner of the free-mafon 
lodges', from which he annually receives 
.fix thoufand crowns; talking nonfenfe 
fromfyftem; and, for the fecrets which 
he wrefts, returning a multitude of half 
fecrets, which are partly invented and 

.partly ufelefs, A kind of mad captain 

(Grothaus), who has feen all, had all, 
done all, known all ; the intimate friend 
* of the Prince of Wales ; the favourite of 
the King of England ; invited by Con- 
grcfs to be their prefident, on condition 
of conquering Canada ; matter at plea- 
sure of the C?tpe of Good Hope; the only 
man .capable of fettling the affairs of 
Holland ; an author, a dancer, a runner^ 
a jumper; farmer, botanift, phyfician, 
chemift, and lieutenant^colonel in the 
Pruffian fervice, with an income of feven 
hundred crowns per annum, — A minifter 
(Count Arnim), who dreams inftead of 
thinking, fmiles inftead of replying, rea- 
fons inftead. of determining, regrets at 
night the liberty he facrificed in the 
morning, and wifties at once to remain 
indolent on his eftate and to acquire the 

reputa- 
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reputation of a miniftcr,— A reigning 
prince (the Duke of Weimar), who ima- 
gines he has wit, becaufe he can inter- 
pret 'a rebus; is cunning, becaufe he pre- 
tends to fwallow his own farcafms; a 
philofopher, becaufe he has ,three poets 
at his court ; and a fpecies of hero, be- 
caufe he rides full fpeed in fearch of 
wolves and boars. Such being his fa- 
vourites judge of the man. 

Do you wifh to eftimate his tafte by 
his diverfions ? — Tuefday was the great 
day on which he went to enjoy the plea- 
fures of the imagination, at the German 
theatre ! Here, in grand pomp, he was 
accofted by a dramatic compliment, which 
concluded with thefe words: — " May 
** that kind Providence that rewards all, 
** all great and good a6lions, blefs and 
*^ preferve our moft gracious King, that 
^^ auguft father of his people; blefs and 
^ preferve all the royal houfe; and blefs 
" and preferve us all! AmenT — The King 
was fo highly enchanted, with this dra- 
matic homily, that he has added an- 
other thoufand crowns, to the five thou- 

fand 
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fand which he had granted the manager^ 
and has made him a prcfent of four 
chandeliers, and twelve glafles to deco-» 
rate the boxes. Sarcafms innumerable, 
on the French theatre, accompanied this 
adl of generofity* 

Would you judge him by military fa- 
vours?— A pcnfion «f three hundred 
crowns has been granted to CaptainColas, 
who had been eight and twenty years im- 
prifoned m the citadel of Magdeburg ; 
and the rank of lieutenant-general be- 
ftowed on Borck, his Majefty's governor, 
who is eighty-two years of age. 

Or by his court favours ? — The cham- 
berlain's key fent to that extravagant 
Baron Bagge; who indeed prefented a 
hundred louis to Rietz, and forty to the 
perfon who brought him this gift of royal 
munificence. 

It has been infinuated to his Majefty 
that he had difpleafed the citizens, on his 
return from Pruffia ; the army, from the 
firfl: day of his reign ; the general direc- 
tory, by rendering it null; his family, 
by being polite inftcad of friendly; the 

priefts. 



C 156 ] 

piiefts, by his pr6je6l of a third mar- 
riage ; the penfioners, by the fuppreffion 
of the tobacco monopoly ; the court,, by 
the confufion or the delay in the ftate- 
mcnt of the accounts ; and that there- 
fore it might perhaps be imprudent, for 
the prefent, in the moment of efFervef- 
cence, to accept of the ftatue, that had 
been propofed by the city of Konigfberg. 

Are you defirous of an index to the 
refpedl in which he may be held by fo- 
reign nations ? — The Poles have refufed 
a paflage to the horfes, for remounting 
the cavalr}'^, coming from the Ukraine. 
I need not tell you fuch a refufal would 
never have been made to Frederic IL 

Count Hertzberg pretends he has re- 
ceived letters written againft himfelf, to 
perfons in France, by Prince Henry. He 
{hewed them to the King, who made him 
no reply. I fcarcely can believe there is 
not fome fraud in this affair. I know 
the perfons to whom the Prince writes in 
France ; and, treachery out of the quef- 
tion, they certainly are not interefted in 
favour of Count Hertzberg. . But whe- 
ther 
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ther or no, there are rumours that Hertz* 
berg and Blumenthal are foon to refign ; 
that the latter will be replaced by Mr. 
Vofs; and the firft, who has imagined 
himfelf too neceffary to be taken at his 
word, — "by a man who will aftonifti 
*^ the whole world." (This it is affirmed 
is the phrafe of the King himfelf.) Hertz- 
berg has the knowledge of a civilian, 
and is well read in archives, becaufe his 
memory is prodigious. He alfo knows 
fomething of practical agriculture. But, 
on the reverfe, he is violent, paffionate, 
abundantly vain, and explains himfelf as 
he conceives, that is to fay x^ith difficulty 
and confufion ; is defirous but incapable 
of doing that good by which reputation 
is acquired; rather vindiftive than ma- 
lignant; fubjedl to prejudices; difpofed 
to injure thofe againft whom he is pre- 
judiced ; and devoid of dignity, addrefs, 
and refource. 

Blumenthal is a faithful accountant, 
an ignorant minifter; ambitious, when he 
recollects ambition, and to pleafe his fa- 
mily ; and full of refpe6l for the treafury, 

which 
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which he places far above the ftate ; and 
of indifference for the King, whom he 
more than neglefted, while he was Prince 
ofPrtiffia. 

The duty has been taken off beer, 
which yielded five hundred and fifty 
thoufand crowns per annum, and ^ fub* 
ftitute it is faid will be found by an ad- 
ditional tax on wines : but wines are al- 
ready too much taxed, and cannot bear 
any fuch increafe. The expences of this 
part of the cuftoms amount to twenty 
thoufand crowns ; fixty^nine perfons em- 
ployed have been difmiffed; but their 
falaries • are continued till they (hall be 
replaced. 

ift PS. Count Tottleben (a Saxon), 
who has been appointed major in the 
regiment of Elben, was preceded by a let- 
ter, the import of which was that he was 
fent to the regiment to learn the fervice. 
The equivoque of the expreffion is 
ftronger in the German, The regiment 
wrote in a body to the King— ^^ If Count 
" Tottleben be fent to inftruft us, we 

*^ have 
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^ have not merited, nor wilj we cndurcf 
^^ fuch humiliation. If he come for in/- 
*^ ftrudtion, he cannot ferve as major/^ 
— *Some pretend that the difpute is already 
fettled, and others that it will have con- 
fequences. 

The King about a month fince was re- 
minded of Captain Forcade, who was 
formerly- a favourite of the Prince of 
Pruffia. His Majefly replied — *^ Let him 
•• write what his wifhcs arc." Forcade 
requefted the happinefs of being one of 
his attendants. The King anfwered — " I 
^^ have no need of ufelefs officers ; they 
^ only ferve to make a duft.** 

and PS. By the laft courier I fent you 
fome calculations on the coins of Poland. 
Here follow others more abfurd, relative 
to thofe of Denmark. 

Denmark has adopted, according to 
law, the nominal value of its currency 
at II I crowns for the fine mark of Co- 
logne yet it has for feveral years paid 
from thirteen to fourteen crowns the 
fine mark. Hence there are no filvcr 
7 coins 
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coins in Denmarki and bufinefs is ali 
tranfafted in bank bills» the value of 
which is never to be realized. 

When the evil began to, be evident^ 
Schimmelmann wilhed it might be reme-* 
died. He coined crowns in fpecie 9^ of 
which contained the fine mark, and cal- 
culated that the crown in fpecie was 
equal to one crown 9 xA fols (halfpence) 
currency lubs. The fa6l would have been 
true, if the filver currency had exifted a^; 
114 per mark ; but as none fuch were to 
be found, each perfon willingly accepted 
the crowns in fpecie at one crown nine 
fols currency ; but no one was willing to 
give a crown in fpecie for one crown nine 
fols currency. The refult wa« that all 
thefe fine crowns in fpecie were melted 
down. 

At prefent, now the evil is exceffive, 
there is a wifh to repeat a fimilar opera- 
tion, after the following manner. 

I. Crowns in fpecie are to be coined of 
9t to a fine mark. 

II. Bank bills are to be iffued, which 
7 are 



'art to fcfrefent €rowtis ih fpecie, iiid af* 
to be realized or paid in fpecie.. 

IIL It is: wifhed to fix the value of 

'thefe ctirreiit crowns, in fpecie, by an 
cdi^a; and, as they could not coin the 
croim^t the affay of a crown nine fols 
without lofs, it is intended to raife theit 
value. 

If therefore the prefent Currency of 
Denmark', that is to fay the bank bills, 
have no real value, but their value con- 
iifts in the balance of paym«it of this 
kingdom (or the rate of exchange) as it 
Ihall be for or ag&inft Denmark, this 
operation will be equally abfurd with thfe 
former ; for, if the bank Ihall pay crowns 
in fpecie, in lieu of the ideal Value of the 
currency, it will rid itfelf of its crowns 
in fpecie, which will pafs through the 
crucible, and the former confufion will 
continue to exift, or perhaps be increafed 
to greater extravagance, by a new crea- 
tion of bank bills reprefenting the fpecie, 
which in like manner will, in a few 
months, be incapable of being realized. 

Vol. II. M 3d PS. 
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jd PS* The new eftabliihment dithe 
bank of fpecie ftill appears to be obfcurew 
It is intended to coin one niiUioxi four 
hundred thoufand crowns m fpecie^ the 
filver for which fhould be at AUona. 

There have been great debates, in the 
council of ftate, between the Prince of 
Auguftemburg and the minifter of ftate, 
Kofencranx. The firft requires the. mo- 
ney fhould be coined at Aitona, and the 
latter at Copenhagen. It is faid that the 
minifter iptends on this occaiion to git'e 
in his refignation. 

Bank bills equal to the value of one 
million four hundred thoufand crowns are 
to be fabricated. This bank is to ex- 
change the old bills of the Danifti bank 
for the ne\^r bank bills, at a given rate. 

Should this rate, as is very 'probable, 
be lower than the courfe of exchange, it 
would be an excellent manoeuvre to h\xj 
up bank bills, at prefent, and alt^wartl 
convert them into fpecie. 



I. B T- 



t J«8 1 

-" r . ' • • 

t > 

, wry . 
J, HE ,true reafon Hyjiy the DiJke o^. 

. Weimar. is fo feafted is becaufe he has 
undeitakea to bring the QUecjn tp coih 
ienjt to the marriage of Mademoiifelle 
Vofs* The Queen lawghed at the pro-^ 
pofal, and faid — <^ Yes, they (hall hav« 
.•*'my confcnt ; but they fhall not have it 
,*^ for nothing; on the contrary it (hall 
,^* co£t them dear***— And they are naW 
.paying her debts, which amount to mors 
^than a hundred thoufand a-owns; not 
do I believe this will fatisfy hen . While 
the King of Pruflia is abforbpd t^ medita- 
tions ion. this marriage, to nae it ni^peart 
evident that, if the Emperor be taipsHc 
. of a reafonable plan> he is now wooing 
two wives, Bavaria and Silefia.?— Yes, Si- 
lefia ; for I do not think that fo maiiy ma^ 
aceuvres on the Panube can be any c^het 
M 2 than 
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than the domino of the mafqnerade. But 
this is not the place in which he will 
make his firft attempt. Every thmg de- 
monftrates (and give me credit for begin- 
ning to know this part of Germany) that 
he will keep on the defenfive, on the fide 
of Pruffia, which he will fufFer to cx- 
hauft itfelf in efforts that he may freely 
advance on Bavaria ; nor is it probable 
that he will trouble himfelf concerning 
the means of recovering Silelia, till he 
has firft made that immenfe acquifi- 
tion. 

• r fay that he may freely advance ; for, 
to fpeak openly, what impediment can 
we lay in his way ? Omitting the million 
and one reafons of indolence or impo- 
tence which I could allege, let it be fup- 
pofed that we fhould a6t — ^We fhould take 
the Low Countries, and he Bavaria; 
we the Milanefe, and he the republic of 
Venice. What of all this would fave 
Silefia? And what mufl foon after be- 
come of the PrufEan power ? — ^It will be 
faved by the faults of its neighbours.— 
It will fall I This, grand fairy palace will 

come 



[ i«S ] 

come to' the earth with a fuddch crufli,* 
or its government will tmdergo fome re- 
volution. 

The King appears very tranquil con- 
cerning future contingencies. He is 
building near New Sans Souci, or rather 
repairing and fumilhing, a charming 
houfe which formerly belonged to. the 
L.ord Marfhal^ and which is deftined for 
Mademoifelle Vofs. The Princefs of 
Brunfwic has requeftod to have a houfe 
at Potfdam ; and the King has beftowed 
that on her which he inhabited as Prioce 
Royal, which he is furpifhing at his own 
expence. It is evident that this expiring 
Princefs, crippled by David's difeafe, and 
confum^d.by inanity, is to be l^dy of 
honour to Mademoifelle Vofs, 

Th? debt? of the Queen Dowager, the 
reigning Qi^een, the prince Royal, now 
Ijecpme 5Cing, and of fome other com-* 
plaifant people, male and female, are 
paid; ^nd, if we add to thefe fums the 
penfipns th^t have been bellowed, the 
houfes that have been furaiftied, and the 
offices th^t have been created, vfQ (hall 
M 3 find 
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find the amount to be tokrs&ly large* 
This is the trae way to be prodigal with- 
out being generous. To this article it 
may be added that the King has given to 
Mef&s. Blumenthal, Gaudi» and Heinitz^ 
minifters of ftate, each a bailliage. Thit 
is a new mode of making a prefent of a 
thou{imd louis. A^propos of the laft of 
" thefe minifters; the King has replied to 
feveral perfons employed in the depart- 
ment of the mines, who had complained 
of being fuperfeded, that hereafter there 
ihall be no claims of feniority. 

He has terminated the affair of thd 
Duke of Mecklenburg with fome flight 
modifications. 

He has given a miraculous kind rectp^ 
tion to General Count Kalckreuth ; he 
who was aide decamp to and, principal 
ftgent of Prince Henry; who quaHrellcd^ 
with him oytrageoufly for the Princefs;^ 
and whom Frederic II. kept at i diftance 
that he might not too openly embroil, 
himfelf with his brother. Kalckreuth is 
A man of grwt merit, and an officer of 
the firii dafs ; bwt the aflfeftation with ^ 

. which 



^siP'hiGh he has been diftinguiihed by thd 
King appears to me to be dire^ed againft 
hris uncle ; perhaps too there may be a 
mkigled wifh of reconciling himfelf to 
the ^rmy ; but^ fhonld Count Bruhl per- 
lift in afluming, not only the rank which 
has been granted- him but that likewife 
of ienioHty» which wiU fuperfede all tha 
g^ieralsy with MoeUendorf at their head^ 
I believe the diffatisfadlion will be paft 
ttmed^ All that is of little confequence 
while peace fhall continue^ and perhaps 
woqld be the fame, were war immediately 
declared, for a year tp come ; but, in pro^ 
Cef^ of time^ that Mrhich ha& been fown 
Ihj^l be reaped. It. is & ftrange kind of 
calculation which fpreads difcontcwt 
through an excellent army by favours 
imd military diftin6|ions, beftowed' on a 
l^ace of men. who hsv^ always been fuch 
|iidififel*nttramors, «♦♦♦♦♦ 

^# ♦ * ♦ # * 

ffot that I pretend to affirm ther? 
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are not brave and intelligent men in the 
fervice of Saxony. There are, for ex- 
jimple, two at prefent, very much dif- 
tinguifhed; Captain Tielke of the ar- 
tillery (/), whom Frederic wiflied to gain 
but could not, thou^ he offered him 
the rank of lientenant^colonel, and an 
appointment of two thoufand crowns; 
and Count Bellegarde, who.'is faid to be 
one of the mod able officers in the 
.world. But thefe are not the perfons 
whom they have gained for the Pruffian 
fervice. Hitherto, in all the Saxon pro- 
motions, the thing confulted was the 
noble merit of b^g devoted to the ft^^ 
or that of being recommended by Bifhopf^ 
werder. . . 

PS. I forgot to mention to ybu that 
Count d'Eft * ^ had, at my interceffioi^ 
addrefled the Count, de Vergennes, on 

(/) Well known to officers for his mililary V&off 
of the war of i;f56, which has .been., tranflated frcw 
the German into feycraj of the European Ua« 

^9 
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the propofition of inviting M. de la 
Grange into France. It will be highly 
worthy of Mr. de Calonne to remove 
thofe money difficulties which Mr. de 
Br* * will not fail to raife. 
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GrENERAL Count Kalckrcuth con- 
tinues to be in favour. It is a fubje6l 
worthy of observation, that, Ihould this 
favour be durable, fhould advantage 
be taken of the very great abilities of 
this gentleman, and (hould he be ap« 
pointed to fome place of importance, the 
King will then £hew he is not an enemy 
to underftanding ; he is not jealous of 
the merit of others ; nor does he mean 
to keep all men of known talents at a 
diftance. This will prove the myftics do 
not enjoy the exclufive privilege of royal 
favour. But all thefe dedu<5lions, I ima- 
gine, are premature ; for, although Kale- 
kreuth is the only officer of the army 
who has hitherto been thus diftin-. 
guifhed ; ^though he hlmfelf had con- 
ceived hopes he thould bej although his 
WVA ii?t of the firft order; Moellendorf 

having 
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having placed bimfelf at the head of the' 
znalecontents, which the King will hever 
pardon ; Pritwita^ being only a .wave 
and inconiiderate fbldier, the ri^ulous^ 
echo of Moellendorf ; Anhalt a i^iadman; 
Gaudi almoft impotent, becaufeof big 
fize, and' lying likewife under the impu*- 
tation of a defe6t in perfonal bravery^ 
which occafioned Frederic IL to fay pF 
him— ^^ He is a good profeflbr, but, when 
^^ the boys are to repeat the leflbns tbey 
^ have learned, he is never to be found** 
•—Although his other rivals 'are too 
young, and too inexperienced, to give 
him any uneaiinefs ; in defpite of ail this^ 
I fay, I fcarcely pan imagine but that the 
principal caufe of the diftindion with- 
which the King has treated him was the 
dcfire of humbling Prince Henry. At 
kaft I am very intimate with Kalckreuth, 
of whom I made a tolerably fure conqaefi 
at the reviews of Ma^eburgy and I have 
jceafon to believe that I know every thing 
which haF paffed between him and tlj* 
lUng J in all which I do not perceive' not 

only 
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only any thing conclufive, but, any thing 
of great promifc. 

The King fupports his capitation-tax» 
It is faid it will be fixed according to the 
following rates. A lieutenant-general, a 
miliifter of ftatej^ x)r the widow of one of 
thefe^ at about twelve crowns, or forty* 
eight French livres. (two pounds fter- 
ling) ; a major-general, or a privy-coun- 
fellor, at ten crowns ; a chamberlain, or 
colonel, eight ; a gentleman fix ; a pea^ 
fant^ who holds lands in good provinces, 
tluse; a half-pesfant (a peafant who 
holds lands has thirty acres, a half-^pea^ 
fant ten) a crown. twelve grofchen. In 
the poor provinces, a peafant twocrowns, 
a half-'peafant one. 

Coffee hereafter is only to pay one 
grofchen per pound, and tobacco the 
fame. The general direftory has re- 
ceived a memorial on the fubje6l: fq 
ftrongly to the purpofe that, although 
anonymous^ it bias been ofRgi^Uy . reader 
^fter \yhich it was formally cc^ied to bq 
fent to the tob^gcQ ^dmifliflr^Uot^, in or^ 

d«r 
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der to have certain fafts verified^ ^ The 
ftep appeared to be fo bold that thefopr 
mal copy^ or protocoled ,was only figned 
by four minifters; Meffrs* Hertzberg^ 
Arnim, Heinitz, and Schuiemburg von 
Blumberg, '"'^ ^ • \' . 'r 

The merchants deputized b^ the city 
of Koniglberg have written that, 16 felt is 
to continue to be 'monopolized by the 
maritime company, it will : be ufelefe feff 
them to; come to BetUn:; for they can 
only be the bearers of grievances, with- 
out knowing what to proppfe. It is af- 
ferted, in confequence, that the mari- 
time company will lofe the mpnc^oly cf 
fait. This intelligence, to fay the leaft, 
is very premature. Salt is an exceedingly 
important article; and Struenfee, who 
has exerted his whole faculties to fecure 
it to himfelf, has been fo perfectly fuo- 
cefsfol that he fells five thoufand lafts of 
fait; twenty-eight muids conftituting 
nine lafts. (The muid is one hundred 
. and forty-four bufhels.) ***** 
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I dk 6nGt again, if the oisifituiie cdotl^ 
{)aay is to be ckprired of its tnoft lucra^ 
tiire motiopdics, jbow cam it afibrd to pay 
*cn per cent for a capital of twelve hun- 
iked tfaouiand crowns ? When an ediHce, 
the fummit of which is fo lofty atod tiic 
bails fo narrow, is once raifed, before any 
part of it ihouki be demolifhed, it were 
veiy neceilary to confuk concerning the 
prc^ by which the remainder is to be 
fupported. The King has declared that 
he will render trade perfe^ly free, if any 
'means can be found of not leffening the 
"revenue. Is not this declaration plear 
fantly benevolent ? I think I hear Job on 
his dunghill exclaiming — " I confcnt to 
^ be cured of all my ulcers, and to be re^ 
" ftored to perfe6l health, provided you 
*^ will not give me any phyfic, and will 
^^ not fubje6t me to any regimen.'* 

The munificence is fomcwhat fimilar 
to that which (hall reftore freedom to all 
the merchandize of France, by obliging 
it to pay exceflivc heavy duties, the pro- 
duce of which fhall be applied to the 
encouragement of fuch manufactures as 
a fhall 



,iball be ft^tptffbd-cai^ahk pf livaUing ths 
maxiufu^w^s of fc)rei^ qatipps* rll 
Jbiow not whether the King lOiEgiaesriM 
has xpn^rred a greait bendit cffi ti^^ie ; 
.but I kn^w 4^hat throt^^s^ut EiH-Qj^irftll 
contraband commarcei^. fa0Goine a ntem 
article^ of iafurance, the premium lof 
Yjirhi^h is CQore or lefs (according, ts^jbjt:^! 
41^ cumlt^pG^s ; and th^t therefqre^ fi 
Jbeavy diutyi(Twith refpodt'tp .thcifey^awe) 
is equivakiiit to a{>rokibitiDii, 
' ; The,^{i^g has ordered his fubje£ts to 
be numberied, that he m»y not only kdoMr 
their oumber but thek age and fex* 
Probably the changes which are pro- 
je&ed to be made m the army are to be 
the refult of this eiiunleration. But we 
'Know how difficult all fiich numberings 
iare in every country upon earth. An^ 
other affair is in agitation, of a mudtt 
more delicate nature, and which fuppof* 
« general plan and great fortitude j 
which is a land-tax on the eftates of the 
«iobles. The projeft begins to tranlpire^ 
land the provincial couafellocs have re- 
ceived 0rdi^ to fexidcertaiailiforiQar 

tiongp 
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*tions, which fcem to have this ptirpofe 
in view. I will believe it is accompliflied 
-when I fee it 

' Single and diftin£k fa6ls are of lefs im- 
portance to you than an intimate know- 
'ledge of hitti who governs. All the 
charafters of weaknefs are united to thofe 
I have fo often dcfcribed. Spies already 
are employed ; informers arc made wel- 
come; thofe who rcmonftratc meet an- 
ger, and the fincere aire repulfed or driven 
to ia diftance. ' Women only preferve the 
right of faying what they pleafe. There 
has lately been a private concert, at which 
•Madam Hencke, or Rietz, for you know 
that this is one and the fame perfon, was 
prefent, and ftood behind a fcrecn. Some 
nx>ife was heard at the door. A valet de 
t^hambre half opened it, and there found 
the Princefs Frederica of Pruffia, and 
Madcmoifelle Vofs. The firft made a 
fign for him to be filent. The valet de 
chambre difobeyed. The King inftantly 
rofe, and introduced the two ladies% Some 
minutes afterward,^ a noife was again 
^ iicard, behind the fcreen. The King ap- 
peared 
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peered to be einbarrifled* MademoifcUe 
Voft aflccd what it w^L Her royal lovet 
replied — ^^ Nothing but my peoj^e."-*- 
The two ladies however had quitted the, 
^Queen's card^table to indulge this, pretty 
whimt The King was making a joke of 
the mattery on the morrow, when one of 
the ladies of the palace who was prefent 
faid to him — ^ The thing is very true, 
*^ Sire^ but it were to be wifhfed that^it 
^ were not* — Another lady afked him, 
the other day, at table — •• But why, Sire, 
. ** are all the letters opened at the poft- 
*^ office ? It is a very ridiculous and very 
^^ odious proceeding*'* 

He was told that the German plays, 
which he protefts very much, are not 
good-^" Granted,*' replied he; " but 
^ better thefe than a French play-houfe, 
<* which would fill Berlin with hufliej, 
*^ and corrupt the manners of the peo** 
wplc*^— From which 'no doubt you 
would conclude that the Gentian ac- 
trefles are Lucretias. ,You nauft alfo 
efpecially admire the morality of this 
protestor of morals, who goes to fup in 

Vol. a fi^ th* 
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the houle of his former miibrefs with 
three women, and makes a procurefs of 
his daughter* 

He troubles himfelf as little with fo- 
reign politics as if he were intirdy fe- 
icure from all poffible tempefts. He 
fpeaks in panegyrics of the Emperor, of 
the French always with a fneer, of the 
Engliih with refpeft. The fad is the 
man appears^ to be nothing ; lefs than 
nothing ; and I fear left thofe diverfions 
which may be made in his favour are ex- 
aggerated. I fhall on this occafion notice 
that the Duke de Deux Fonts efcapes us; 
but he unites himfelf the clofer to the 
Germanic-league, which has fo high an 
opinion of itfelf that it really believes it 
does not ftand in need of our aid. Un- 
der the ftandard of what chief it has ac- 
quired this prefumption Heaven knows I 

There is an anecdote which to me is 

prophetical, but the force of which you 

will not feel, for want of knowing the 

country. Prince Ferdinand has received 

.the fifty thoufand crowns which were 

.due to him* according to the will of the 

u. • King, 
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Iting, oh the fimple order of Werder^ 
conceived in thefe words : — ^* His Ma- 
^ jefty has given me his verbal command 
. *^ to lay down the fifty thoufand crowns 
^ to yoUt highneft, which will be paid to 
** you or your order, by the treafury, at 
^ fight. Welrter," — An order for fifty 
thoufand crowns^ to be paid down, figned 
by any other than the King, is a mon- 
ftrofity in the political regulations of 
Pruffia* 

Ereft a bank, ;tnd bleffings be upon 
you ; for it is the fole rdfource for finance, 
which would not be horribly burthen- 
fcme ; the only nioney-machine which, 
inilead of borrowing with dearaefs and 
difliculty, will caufe you to receive ; the 
only comer-ftone on which, under pre*- 
font circumftances, the bafis of the power 
df theminifter of finance can be fupport- 
ed. Struenfee, who is iilore ftifF in the 
ilirrups than ever,-fmce he muft necef- 
farily become the profeffor of the new 
miniftry, has charged me to inform you 
that the King will probably purchafe 
Ihares to the amount of feveral millions, 
N 2 if 



[ i8o ] 

if you will fend him (Stru«nfee) an sb^ 
ftraA of the regulations cf the bank) ac- 
cording to which h« way make hii ffport 
and propofals^ 

Apropos of StruenfM^ with whom i 
am daily more intimate* He ha» defect 
me to inform you that the change of the 
commandite (k) for the dealing in piailrea^ 
will very powerfully k>wer your exchange; 
and the following i& his reafonong to prove 
his affertion. 

** The remonftrances of the hank of 
*^ St* Charles to prcferve the remit- 
<^ tances of the courts on commifCon* 
^*at the rate o/ ten per cent> hay« 
** been entirely reje^Sled ; i? has only 
^^ been able to obtain them OP fp^culft* 
^ tion^ ajEi<I on the conditions propofed by 
« the Gremm (y); that is taiay n% 9» wc^ 
^^ tereft of fix per ceat for the nsooey 
*< advanced. 

^ The fame bank hias lately changed 

(k) Monejr-agents* 

(J) A company irf Sp^nifli roefdmii fa called^ T* 

<^th< 



C i8i ] 

^ the rommaadlte at J'aris Ibr the piaftre 
<* bufinefst and has fubftituted the houfe 
*^ of Le Normand to that of Lie GoU- 
^ tealx^ As the former does not at pre- 
*^ fent poffefs fo extenfive a credit as the 
^^ latter, many people forefee that the 
^ Spanifh bank will be under the necef- 
^ fity of keeping a greater fupply of ready 
^^ money with their commandite. 

** In the interim, it has found itfelf ex- 

^ tremely diftrefled. Defirous of fettling 

*^ its accounts with the houfe of Le Cou- 

^^ teulx, and other houfes in France, it 

^^ was in want of the fum of three mil- 

^ lions of French livres (a hundred and 

^ twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling), 

«^To obtain this, if addreffed itfelf to 

♦^ government, and endeavouring to call 

*< in fixty millions of reals (m) which 

^* were its due. Government having, 

^^ under various pretences, declined pay- 

^^ ment, the bank declared itfelf infol- 

^* vent, and that it muft render the ftate 

(m) The ijptrinfic vajue of the real according to 
the mint^ilay is five pence j-. T. 

N 3 "of 
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<< of its affairs public. This means .pro? 
^ duced its efie6fc ; government came to 
** its aid, and gave it aflignments for 
** twenty millions of reals, payaUe ^xoix^ 
«aUy.'» 
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LETTER LYII. 



December 19, 1786. 

. X HE comedy, which Prince Henry had 
romifed the world every Monday, had its 
firft reprefentation on yefterday evening. 
The King came, contrary to the expefta- 
tion of the Prince, and highly amufed 
himfelf, I was a clofe obferver of royalty, 
as you may iuppofe. It is incontrovertibly 
the cup of Circe which muft be present- 
ed, in order to feduce kim, but filled ra-. 
ther. with beer than tokjiy. One remark 
fufficiently curious, which I made, was 
that Prince Henry amufed himfelf for his 
Qwn perfonal pleafure, and was not fub-- 
je6t to the lead abfence of mind; neither 
of politics nor of attention to his guefts. 
All the foreign minifters.were prefent, 
but I was the only ftranger whp ftaid to 
fupper J and the King, who, when the 
N 4 comedy 
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comedy was over, behaved all the even- 
ing with great refervc, except when feme 
burft of laugjiter was forced from him by 
the obfcenc jcfts of Prince Frederic of 
Brunfwic, contemplated me with an eye 
more than cold. He is inceffantly irri- 
tated againft me by fpeeches which are 
madey^^r me ; and the mod harmlefs of 
my acquaintance are reprefented ^ per- 
fonally ofFenfive to his Majefty. For my^ 
own part, I am perfectly the reverie of 
difconfolate on the fubjedt. I only notice 
this that I may defcfibe my prefent fitu- 
^tion, exaftly as it is, without any hypo- 
crify. 

It is true that Coux^t Hertzberg has 
beeji on the point of lofmg his place; 
the OGcafion of which was what foljows. 
He had announced the promifed arrange- 
ment to the Duke of Mecklenburg, hot- 
with {landing which the affair was not 
expedited. Driven beyond his patience, 
and impatience in him is always brutal^ 
he one day faid to tha members of the 
General Directory— .f^ Gentlemen, you 

' *^ muft 
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^ muft proceed a little fafter^ bufineft 
^ is not done thus ; this is a ftate which 
** can only proceed with aftivity.'*— An 
account was given to the King of this 
vehement apoftrophe. The Sovereign 
warmly reprimanded his minifter, who 
offered to refign. 'Blumenthal, it is faidf 
accommodated the affair. 

Apropos of the Duke of Mecklenburg ; 
the King, when he received his thanks 
for the reftitution of his bailliages, faid 
to him, — ^^ I have done nothing more 
^« than my duty ; read the device of my 
^^ order." — Suum cuique. {n) — — ^The Poles, 
when the Pruffian arms were ere<Sted to 
denote the limits of the frontiers, after 
difmemberoient by the late King, added 
rapuif to the motto* (o) I do not imagine 
Frederic William, will ever give occafion 
to a (imilar ep%ram« 

' A very remarkable incident in the 
hiftory of the human heart was the 
following. After various retrenchments 

(«) To every one liis own. 

(o) Suum cuique rapuiu He took from every one 
\i\% own. 

had 
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had been made upon this Duke, efpe- 
cially in the promifes th^t .had been 
given him, one of the courtiers reprc- 
fented to the King, that -he would not 
be fatisfied.— — .^<;'WeIl,'' faid his Ma- 
jefty, " then we muft give him a yellow 
^* ribband;** — ^and accordingly yefterday 
the yellow ribband was given. The vain- 
glorious Duke at this moment found the 
arrangement of the bailliages perfefitly fa- 
tisfaftoiy, and this was the occafioQ of 
his coming to return thanks. 

Would you wifti to obtain a tolerably 
juft idea of the manner of living, in this 
noble tennis-court J (pj called the court .of 
Berlin ? If fo, pay fome attention to the 
following traits, and recolle6t that I 
could colle6l a hundred of the fanpie fpe- 
cies. 

The Princefs Frederica of Pruflia is now 
nineteen, and her apartment is open at 

(p) Tripot. . The juft value of the Author's wor4 
feems to be {how-booth. Tennis-courts were formerly 
hired in France by rope-dancers, tumblers, and fhow- 
men ; in which we muft not omit the allufion to thq 
debauchery of manners of fuch people in France. T. 

eleven 
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eleven every morning. The Dukes of 
Weimar, Holftein, and Mecklenburg^ all 
ill-bred libertines, go in and out of it two 
or three times ip the cp^rfe of the fore-* 
noon, 

^ 

The Duke of Mecklenburg was rc-^ 
counting I know not what tale to th^ 
King. The Prince of Brunfwic, awk- 
wardly enough, trod on the toe of a 
perfon prefent, to make him take no- 
tice of fomething which he thought ri- 
diculous. The Duke ftopped fhort in 
his difcpurfe — ^^ I believe, Sir, you arc 
<^ diverting yotrfelf at my expence.** — 
He went on with his converfatibn to the 
King, and prefently ftopped agaii^— " I 
^ have long, Sir, been acquainted with 
^^ the venom pf your tongue j if you 
^* hiave any thing to fay, fpeak it to my 
*^ face, and I (hall anfwer you." — ^More 
converfatipn and other interruptions. — 
^* When I am gone, Sirp, the Prince will 
** paint me in charming colours ; I beg 
** your Majefty will recoUedt what has 
f* juft paffed.*^ 

This 
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This ftrte Prince Frederic is, as I have 
very often told yout the chief of the myf- 
tics, againft whom he uttered the mod 
horrid things to Baron Knyphaufon.--* 
^ But how is this, my Lord ?^ replied 
the Baron : *^ 1 underftood you were the 
^ pope of that church.'*— ^< It is falfe-''— 
*^ 1 have too good an opinion of your ho^ 
<^ nefty to imagine you can be of a fc6k 
** which you difavow ; I therefore give 
** you my promife every where to declare 
*^ you defpife the myftics t;oo much to be 
" one of them ; and thus you will reco^ 
*^ ver your reputation." — The Prince beat 
about the bulb, and called off his ciogSi^ 

A ^ courtier, a grand marlW of the 
court, petitions for a place promifed to 
five candidates. I remarked to him-^ 
** But how, Sir, if the place be engage 
^^ ed r* — *^ Oh, engagements are pothinjj; 
^^ at prefent/* anfwered he gravely ; ^^ for 
*^ this month pad we have left off keep» 
/^ ing our word.'* 

Wclner, the real author of the dif*« 
grace of Schulemburg, went to fee hinli 

pitied 
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pitied biim, and fwd-r-* You have toa 
•< inuchmwt;nottoh^vi3in»hyeneaM«»'' 
-^^ I, nvii^y eaenies^ Sis I" faid the tk^ 
miniAer ; *^ I Know, of but three, Btincq 
^ FredjariCi bccaufe I would not giite his 
*^ huntfman a place ; Biihopfwurdcr, be** 
^^ cauie I difmiiFed one of his dependents ; 
*^ and yop) becaufe-*-— I kpow not why,* 
Wflner began to weep, and to fwear^tha^ 
4etra6liQU was every wbefe rending his 
charaiSter.^ — ^* Tears arc unworthy of 
** men,'* faid Schulemburg ; *' and I am 
^^ unable to thank you for yours.'* 

In a word all is funken to the diifunu^ 
tiv^ >as all was exalted to the grand. 

It is afferted that the Prufllan mer- 
chants will be allowed a free trade in fait 
and wax. I cannot verify the faft to- 
day; Struenfee will be too much occupied, 
k being poft day ; but if it be true the 
maritime company, which at once will be 
deprived of fait, wax, coffee, tobacco, and 
probably of wood, cannot longer fupport 
the burthen of eighteen per cent at the 
}|»(l ; a profit which no folid trade can 

afford, 



ti^drd, and "tarliich perhaps Schtdemtsurg 
himfelf^ with all his lucrative exclulive 
pnvii^es, could not have paid^ but by 
pcrplfacing the treafury accounts, fo that 
the gains of one branch concealed the 
deficiencies of another. 

As to the (ilk manufa6lurcs, which 
are propofed to be laid afide, I do not 
perceive that any inconvenience whatever 
will refult from this. An annual boun- 
ty of forty thoufand rix-doUars (fix thou- 
fand two hundred and fifty pounds fter- 
ling) divided among the mafter weavers 
of Berlin, added to the prohibition of 
foreign filks, will never enable them to 
maintain a competition. Nay, as I have 
before explained to you, the very manu- 
facturers themfelves fmuggle, and thus 
fupply more than one-third of the filks 
that are ufed in the country ; for it is 
eafy to conceive that purchafers will pre- 
fer the beft filks, which have more fub- 
ftance than, and are of fuperior work- 
manfhip to, thofe which monopoly would 
oblige them to buy. Not that the raw 

materials 
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materials cpft the manufaflurer of Berlin 
more than they do the manufadbirer of 
Lyons. They both procure them fitom 
^he fame countries^ and the former doss 
not pay the fix per cent entrance dutyt 
to which the Lyons mannfa6h3rer is fab- 
je<a ; befiide that the German workman 
will labour with more diligence than the - 
French ; nor is labour much dearer here 
than at Lyons. The one receives eight)- 
pence an ell for makings and the other 
eight-pence three farthings for the fame 
quantity, of equal finenefs, which fcarce- 
ly amounts to one and a half per cent 
on the price of the filk, eftimatcd at five 
livres (four (hillings and two-pence) the 
.French ell. The Berlin manufadturer 
has likewife, by a multitude of local cal- 
culations of trade, to which I have paid 
fevere attention, an advantage of thirty 
per cent over the Lyons trader, at the 
fair of Frankfort on the Oder. And, 
whether it proceed from a defeat in the 
government, the poverty of the work- 
men, or the ignorance of the manu- 
fafturer, he ftill cannot fupport the com- 
petition. 
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petition. Of what ufe therefore are ib 
many ruinous looms, of which there are 
not iefs than fixteen hundred and fifty^ 
at Berlin) Potfdam» Frankfort^ and Koep^ 
nic i The produft of whicK however is 
far from being equivalent to the fame 
number of looms at Lyons. The Berlin 
weaver will not) at the utmofty do moie 
than two-thirds of the work turned out 
of hand by the weaver of Xyons* 'Of 
thefe fixteen hundred. and fifty loomS) 
we may reckon about twelve hundred in 
which are wcaved taffetas^ brocades, vd- 
vets, &c. The remainder are employed 
in fabricating gauze, about nine hundred 
and eighty thoufand Berlin eUs of which 
arc aimualiy produced. .(The French ell 
is equal to an ell three quarters of Berlin 
meafure.) The twelve hundred filfc- 
looms only produce about nine hundred 
and fixty thoufand ells ; which in the 
whole amount to one million nine hun- 
dred and forty thoufand ells% The 
fum total of the looms confume about 
one hundred and fourteen thoufand 
pounds weight of raw filk,- at fixteen 
4 ounces 
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otmcfes to the J)C)Urid; (You khow ttiat 
feventy-fiX thoufahd pounds weight pf 
wrought filk will rdquirt about bne\iun- 
dred and fourteen thoufand pounds tv^eight 
of undreffed filk.) Inhere are alfo twenty- 
eight' thoufand p&ir, per arinuiri^ of filk 
ftockings fabricated at Berlin; which 
confume about five thoufand pounds 
weight of raw filk. It is prihcipally in 
the flocking manufaftory that the filk 
of the country is etnployed ; which iii 
reality is.fuperior in quality to that of the 
Levant; but they fo ill underftand the 
iart of fpinning it, in the Pruffian ftatesj 
that it, is with difficulty worked in the 
filk-lodm. The flocking manufa6liarers 
ufe it to a greater advantage, bqcaufe, be- 
ing cheap, and of a flrong quality, flocltr 
ings are made from it preferable to thofe 
of Nifmes and Lyons, in which cities 
the reje6led filk alone is fet apart for 
ftockings. From eight to twelve thou- 
fand pounds ' weight of filk is annually 
obtained in the Prgflian flates,'itt whictl 
there are mulberry trees enough to fup* 
piy thirty thoufand pounds weight. This 
Vol. IL O conflitutes 
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conftitutes no very formidable rivaKhij* 
with the filk produced in- the ftates of 
the King of Sardinia. 

The commiffion of enquiry has writ- 
ten to inform Launay that it has no far- 
ther demand to make from him ; and in 
confequence he has addreffed the King 
for permiflion to depart, — ^The King re- 
plied — " I have told you to wait here till 
^^ the commiffion fhall be clofed." — There 
is either cunning or tyranny on one fide 
or the other. 
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Jbecmhir 23^, 1786. 

Mademoiselle hengke, ot 

Madam Rietz, as you think proper to call 
her, has petitioned the King to be pkafed' 
to let her know what (he is to expeft, 
and to give her an eftate tin which flie ' 
may retire. The Sovereign offered her a 
country houfe, at the diftance of fome 
leagues from Potfdam. iThe lady fent a 
pofitive refiifaU and the King, in return, 
will not hear any mention .made of an 
eftate* It is difficult to fay what fhall be 
the product of this confli6t between cu-* 
pidity and avarice. The paftoral, in the 
mean time, proceeds without relaxation* 
liies de Caftro has feveral times been 
performed at thq German theatre, imitat-* 
ed from thgvEnglifh and not from the 
French. In the fourth a£t> the Prince 
repeats with ardour every oath of fidelity 
O 2 to 



to a lady of honour. This has been the 
moment of each feprefentation which 
the Queen has chofen to leave, the houfe. 
Was it the efFc6l of chance, or was it in- 
tendedly marked ? This is a queftion that 
cannot be anfwered, from any confidera- 
tion of the turbulent and verfatiie, biirt: 
hot Tery feehfe, t:haraAer of this Princds^ 
When .her brother-in-law, the Duke 
of Weimar, arrived, the King gave him a 
Very gracious receptioh ; and by degrees 
his countenance changed to icy coldnefs. 
CdnjeuJlures are that he has beeh luke- 
warm, Or has wanted addrfefs in his nego- 
ciatioti with the Queen, on the fubje<a of 
the marriage, which is for from bfeing 
detetthihed on'. Two private houfes have 
been 'bought at Potfdam, and havd been 
fumShcd' with eveiy degree xff magnifi- 
.cencfc. • Atid td wh4t ptrp6fe; if marti^ge 
be intchfded ? May not thewife be idd^d 
in the palace? Speak5h^o¥ arrangements, 
let me inform you thattlie King >fafe fent 
a Mr. Paris, his raTet '&\chaftil#e, 'tiitq 
France, to pay his perfonal dtel^thtre, 
and to parchafe fuch tKittg? ^'^fer^ntc^' 

ing 
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ing to thefe newly-bought houfes Hyhich 
are eoniecrated to love. 

The relations of Mademoifells^ Voft, 
who four months fince prefled her to de- 
part for SUefiajk there to marry ^ gentle- 
man who aflced her hand, are at prefect 
the firft to. declare th^ the jprq^cQxd 
Tpyal marriage would be ridicnloua, and 
even abfwd. In fe6t, its confequences 
flight he very dangerous ; ftn^ Should 
4dilguft Succeed enjoymenti a thing which 
has been feen to happen^ Mademoifelle 
VoCis muft feparate with ai penfion ; in*- 
ftead of which, in her rank of favourite, 
ihc might rapidly make her own fortune, 
that, of her femiiy, and procure the act* 
vancement of ber creatures. 

Be this as it may, the time is/paflied at 
Pptfda^n in prcgefting bowckis for love ; 
aod, tfeough the Sovereign might not 
perhaps be exaftly addreflfed in the words 
of La Hin to Charles Vll.-^*^ I affure 
^^ you, Sire, it is impoflible to lofe a king- 
^^ dom with greater gaiety ;'*-^it may at 
Je^ft be faid,~^< It i% impoffiblc to rifk a 
« kingdom more tenderly."— But, what- 
O 3 ever 



[ 198 ] 

ever tranquillity may be afFcfted, there aret 
proceedings and projeds which, without 
alarr^ing, for he certainly has valour, oc-t 
cupy the Monarch, The journey of tho 
Emperor to Gherfon, the very abrupt and 
veiy formal declaration of Ruflfia to the 
city of Dantzic, the intended camp of 
eighty thoufand men in Bohemia, for 
the amufement of the King of Naples, 
are ?^t lead incidents that may compel 
attention, if not remark. There are 
doubts concerning, the journey of the 
Emprefs into the Crimea^Potemkim bein^ 
unwilling to make her a witnefs of the 
incredible poverty of the people and the 
army, in this newly acquired garden. 

The difcouragemcnt of the miniftry 
of Berlin ftill continues to increafe. The 
King, for thefe twp months, has not aftr 
cd in concert with any fingle minifter. 
' Hence their torpor and pufiilanimity are 
augmented. Count Hertzberg is pro- 
greffive in his defcent, and Werder' be^r 
gins to decline, Tf h^ King remains tOr 
tally un^ncerned ; and never was the 
flqai^a of reigning in perfon and of do-? 
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ing nothing carried to greater exccfs, In- 
ftcad of the capitation^ a t^x on houfes ish 
talked of, as a fubftitute. I begin to think 
that neither of thefe taxes will take place. 
There is an inclmation to retraft without 
difgrace, if that be poffible; and the pre- 
text will be fumilhed by the advice of 
the provincial prefidents. It is the more 
extraordinary that this capitation tax 
Ihould be fo much perfifted in, fince, un- 
der the reign of Frederic William I. a fi- 
milar attempt was made, and which on 
the fecond year was obliged to be re- 
nounced 

The Pruffian army has made a new 
acquifition^ of the fame kind with thofc 
\)Y which it has been enriched for thefe 
four months paft, I fpeak of Prince Eu- 
gene of Wirtemberg. . He' began his ca- 
reer by an excefs of libertinage. He fince 
has diftinguiflied himfelf in the trade of 
corporal-Jcblag {q) ; and by ftretching the 
feverity of difcipline to ferocity. He not-^ 
withftaading has not acquired any great 

(f) The flogging^orporal : from Jiblagen^ to ftrike 
^F whip, T* 

O 4 reputation 
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fepuUtion hy thefe .sni^anv ^ ^^ lived, 
j»t Parisi wad plunged ipto all tjic follies 
of Mrfm^rifpi. (r) Ho afterwaaj profef'? 
fed to be .a fomnaTObiftliftp apd next conr 
tinued the f^^rce by thj5 p^a^icp of 
ixud\yifery. Th^ c^fj^rent n^^^ueradesi 
accompanied ai;i4 poticealed the re^l obrr 
jcfl: of his ^mbitiou ^nd his fcrvori^. which 
is to give credit ta the fe6l jof the iqyfr 
tics, of whom hp 15 QiVP of the. moll eur 
thuiiaftic chiefs* A Foment has lately 
]t>?eii gi:aotQ4 hira^ which brings him to 
Berlin. His fortun? will Qot pergiit him 
to live wholly there ; but his jitp^tion 
will ^Uqw hirp, to^x^^ JQqrp^jrs ^q that 
city, whefe he will, bo, wfeful to the fa- 
thers of the new church* Singular^ardenti 
^nd afitivf, he delivers^ hirafelf, like ^u 
praclcfc sp4 ef^flaves hi* hearers by his 
powefful aptjl txftatic plqcvtion \ with hjs 
eyes foretimes haggaifdj| always jn&amed, 
^d hi? 9imnteaa^ice in exceflive ^giption. 

(r) Mefmer was the cjuack-father of the modern 
magnetift's ; with whom/ by the Tcimf Intervention of 
Al4inaduc, we are riow become fprnewhat acquaint- 
ed. T. ' • 
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In a word, he i$ one of thofe men 
- whom hypocrites and jugglers make their 
fuccefsful precurfors. 

7.2/iy at Nm. 

I have juft had a very deep and almofl: 
fcntimental converfation with Prince 
Henry. «*i|j*****» 

He is in a ftate of utter difcouragement^ 
as well on his own behalf as on behalf of 
his country. He has confirmed all I have 
l-elated to you, and all I {hall now re-- 
late.— ^Torpor in every operation, gloom 
at court, ftupefadion among miniftefs, 
difcontent every where.— Little is pro- 
jeded, lefs ftill is executed. When it is 
noticed that bufmefs is fufFered to lan- 
guifh, the King's being in love is very 
gravely given as the reafon ; and it is af- 
firmed that the vigour of adminiftration 
depends on the compliance of Mademoi* 
feUe Vofs. Remarks at the fame time 
jure made how ridiculous it is thus to fuf- 
pend the affaiys nf a whole kingtlom, 
^e.r&cv , 

The 



[ 202 ] 

The general direftory, which (hould 
be a council of ftate, is nothing more 
than an office to expedite common occur- 
rences. If minifters make any propofi- 
tion no anfwer is returned; if they re- 
monflrate they meet with difguft. What 
they ought to do is fo far from what 
they a6kually do, that the debafement of 
their dignity occafions very difagreeablc 
refle6lions. Never was a public opinion 
produced more fuddenly than it has been 
by Frederic Williamll. in a country where 
the feeds of fuch opinion did not 'appear 
to exift. 

Prince Henry can find no remedy for 
domeftic vices, but he has no apprehen- 
fions concerning foreign affairs; becaufe 
that the King is at prefent wholly decided 
jn favour of France, andftill more deftitute 
of confidence for the favourers of the 
Engliih faftion, — Pray take nptice that 
this is the verfion of the Prince ; not 
that I am very incapable of believing it, 
if we do not throw up our own chaiices. 

What the public papers have an- 
nounced, refpe6ting the journey of Princq 

Henry, 
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Henry, is without foundation. Some 
Willi to go to Spa and France, but no 
plan is yet determined on ; a vague hope^ 
which he cannot fuffer to expire, not* 
withftanding the blows he receives, will 
detain him at Rheinfberg. Year will fiic- 
ceed to year; the moment of reft wiU^ 
arrive, and habit will enchain him in his 
frofty cattle, which he has lately en- 
larged and rendered more commodious. 
To thefe different motives, add a nullity 
of chara£l$r, a will unftabk as the clouds^ 
frequent indifpo(itiQn,and a heated imagi-* 
nation, by which he is exhauftedt That 
which we dcfire without fuccefs, gives 
njore torment th&n that which is exe* 
j?uted with difficulty,. 

A fecond minifter is to be appointed for 
Bilefi^ ; one fmgly is a kind x)f Viceroy, 
It is jjaijgerpus, fay they, to fee with the 
eyes of an individual only. Divide et im-* 
pera. Thus hx have they advanced in 
their politics. 

Prince Frederic of Brunfwic is ardent^ 
\Y a6tive in his intrigues againft Prince 
f^enry, ^4 I^H? P^H? his hrothen What 

he 
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he wiflies is not known ; but be wiihesf 
and hence he has acquired a certain im** 
portance among the tuimiltuops crQwd, 
who cannot perceive that a^ contemptible 
prince is dill more contepiptible tbah an 
ordinary man. He neither can be of any 
durable utility, nor in the leail^^degree 

agreeable oreftimabk ; but^v^^f^f ^^^ 
given circumftapqeS| he may ; be - a very 

peceffary fpy> . , i 
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LETTER LIX. 



XjL Grand lift of prqinotions is fpoken of, 
in which Prince Henry arid the Duke of 
, ^f jinf^fc '*ai%^ in^^^ as, fiqld-marfhals. 

^fcit^ *hfe iitft^f^^^^ be a field- 

ittarih'al.* lie coiitinually oppofed that 
title being beftowed on the Duke, under 
Frederic M.'who refufed to confer fiich a 
rank on the princes of the blood. This 
alternative of haughtineis and vanity; 
evten aided by his ridiculous comedy, will 
not kad hkn far. He intends to depart 
in the moitth of September for Spa ; he 
is afterward to vifit dur fonthern pro-^ 
vinGes;:'asidfrt)m tbence is to contifaxlft 
kts -jdtimey^tb^ Pafisj -where h^ is' to jJdft 
the witittr. ' Strcft ^tfe" Ms prefeflt prij-^ 
jefl:^, ahd the probabifity is fuffi]^Sfii^i# 
great that ^dt anjrthing^bf all tJh^^W 

happen.*: * '*-"'* * *-" *-''*' 

■"'-■ The 
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The King has declared that he witl no€ 
bellow any places on perfons who are al- 
ready in office under the Princes. This 
may perhaps be the caufe that Count 
Noltitz has forfaken Prince Henry. The 
Count is a very flrange kind of being. 

Firft fent into Sweden, where he erected 
himfelf a chief of fomc envoys of the 
fecond order, finding himfelf diflatisfied 
with the fe vere laws of etiquette, he pa^ 
fed a flovenly life in an office which he 
cxercifed without abilities. On his re- 
turn, he procured himfelf the appoint- 
ment of one of the gentlemen who ac- 
companied the Prince Royal into RulTia, 
but the confent of the Prince he had for-;- 
gotten to afk. He was confequently re- 
garded as an inconvenient infpe6lor, and 
was but fparingly produced on public oc- 
cafions. Hence arofe ill-humour, com- 
plaints, and murmurs. The late King 
ient Jhim into Spain, where he diffipated 
the: remainder of his fortune. The xner- 
cli^^ts of Embden, and of Konigfber^ 
requeued the Spaniards .would lower the 
duties on I know not what fpecies of 

mer- 
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merchandize. Count Noftitz folkited, 
negociated, and prefently wrote word-*- 
•* That the new regulations were wholly 
*^ to the advantage of the Pruflian fub* 
*^ je6ls/* The King ordered the court 
of Spain to be thanked. Fortunately 
Count Finckenftein, who had not re*- 
ceived the regulations, delayed fending the 
thanks. The regulations came, and the 
Pruflian merchants were found to be 
more burthened than formerly. His Ma- 
jefty was in a rage. Noftitz was fud- 
denly recalled, and arrived at Berlin 
without the fortune that he had fpent^ 
deftitute of the refpeft that he had loft, 
and deprived of all future hopes. Prince 
Henry welcomed him to his palace, an 
afylum open to all malecon tents. Here 
he remained eighteen months, and here 
difplayed himfclf in the fame manner 
that he had done every where elfe ; in- 
confiftent ir^ his imaginations, immo- 
ral in mind, ungracious in manners, 
not capable of writing, not willing to 
raad, as vain as a blockhead, as hot 
as a turkey-cock, and unfit for any kind 

of 
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of office, bccaufc he neither poflcfies prin- 
ciples, fedu6live manners, nor knowledge. 
Such as here depidted, this infipid mor- 
tal, the true hero of the Dunciad, is in 
a few days to be appointed envoy to the 
elcftorate of Hanover* In excufe for 
fo capricious a choice, it is alleged that 
he will have nothing to do in the place. 
But wherefore fend a man to a place 
where he has nothing to do ? 

Madam Rietz, who of all the miftrefles 
of the Sovereign has moft efFeftually 
refitted the inconftancy of men, and the 
intri^es of the wardrobe {s}y has mo- 
deftly demanded the margraviate of 
Schwedt frcxn the King^ to ferve as a 
place of retreat ; and four gentlemen to 
travel with her fon as with the fon of a 
monarch* This audacious, requeft has 
not difpleafed the Kin^ who had hcea 
ofTended by the demand made of an 
icftate* He no dofubt has difcovered that 

(s) La garde-rcbe. <* Aft ounce of civet, good a|)bthe* 
2 he 
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he is highly refpeded^ now that he re>* 
ceives propofitions fo honourable* 

His fornier friends no longer can ob* 
tain a minute's audience ; the gates to 
them are gates of brafs. But a come^ 
diaO) vrhofe name is Marron^ at prefent an 
inn-keeper at Verviers, lately came to fo-^ 
licit his protection. He chofe the mo- 
me»t when the King was ftepping into his 
carriage. The King faid to him — " Bjf 
*^ and by ; by and by." — ^Marron waited ; 
the King returned, fent for him into his 
apartments, fpoke with him a-quarter of 
an hour, received his requeft, and pro« 
mifed every thing for which he peti-* 
ticHied. — Never, no, never will fubaltem 
influence decline; footmen will be all-puif-- 
iant. . Welner has publicly obtained the 
furname of uceroy^ or oi petty king* 

The Monarch has written to thegen^« 
ral of the gendarmes (Pritwitz) noticing 
that feveral of his officers played at games 
of chance; tbat.thefe games were for- 
bidden; that he fhould renew the pro- 
hibitions under pain of being fent to the 

Vol. IL P fortrefs 
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!brtrefs Ibr the firft tifehde, zM of IfeSlg 
broken ft* the feaShfl; The htforiiiatidii 
tod the threat Weite m6iaht at the General 
himfelf, Vi^ho has loft ftitl'eh m6Aef ifrith 
the Duke of Mecklent>ui^. 

It i$ Affirmed tliltr the Duke df BrtSnf* 
Wic win be here froiti thfe feighth to the fif- 
teenth 6fjanuai7. iSutArchiincdishimfelf 
detoanded a ^oint of rtipp6rtj and I iefe hon^ 
bf any kind 4t Berlin. There are nuiite- 
rous wifltes, but ndt dtit will ; and the 
*«rifti«s tfiem^elvcs &tt ihcehefeftt, Coiitri- 
di6koryj ahd rafti ; he does riot k'fiow nor 
will he ever know hoW to conriedi a fihgld 
Hnk in tiie chain ; he will more c^eciaily 
never know how to lop off the parafiti- 
cal and avaricious fuckier. Agriculture 
is wliat is moft neceflary to be encou- 
raged, particularly as foon a$ comrnerdal 
oppreffion Ihall bfe renoUfli:6d; though 
thife oppreffion has hitherto been pro- 
duftiVe of gold^ thanks to the fituatiton 
of the Pruffian ftates. But how . may 
Agriculture be encouraged in a C6lintry 
where the half of the .peafants are at- 
tached 
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^tacliedto the ^d!)e? FbrTo they are in 
'l^drtierania, PrufCa^ and in other parts. 

It^buld be'a grahd operation in the 

Toyii-cldmainSj were they divided into 

fmili farms, as has fo long fince been 

^otte^'by the great landholders in Eng- 

fkhd. -ft is a fnbjeft of much greater im- 

yortaitdb than regulations of trade ; but 

^ther6*Are fo many interefted people to be 

controverted, and the habit of fervitude 

isfo Tooted, that ftrerigth of underftand- 

ing/eAei*gy and con^fiftency, liot one grain 

of tvhich I can find here, are neceffary to 

tn^e the attempt. -More knowledge 

^keVIfe 'is requisite than will. here be 

'fotind, 'fbr a long tlnle to come, for it 

%o*bc fup^ofcd that there is no town, no 

^r6^^intfe, which woiild ncit mod gladly 

-confent to pay the King much more than 

'^he^neat revenue he at prefent obtains, if 

■he i^fculd fuffer the inhabitants 'to aflefs 

^thetiifdVes ; taking care however con-^ 

Tnnually tb watch over the afTefTments, 

"thit thie magiftrates and the nobles might 

'Hot dpprefs the people ; or for it to be 

Pa imagined 
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imagii]^ that the fubjeffc would not gain 
three fourths, of the ^xpences of GoUc^k- 
.ing, and would be free of all thofe un- 
, worthy rcftraiats which arc at prcfentinv- 
pofedupoii thenif by t^e fifcal treafpry« 

It is alfo necefTary to recollect that it 
is ixot here as with us, where the body, 
. thje mafs, of national wealth is £b greats 
becaufe of the excellence of the foil and 
the climate, the correfpondence between 
the provinces, &c. &c« that we may cut 
as clofe as we will^ provided we do not 
ere6l kilns to burn up the grafs ; ajid that 
in Francethe expences of colledting only 
need be diminifhed ; that no other relief 
is neceflary ; nay, that we may ftill pro- 
digioufly increafe the load, provided thjM; 
load be well poifed. — ^Here, two or three 
provinces at the utmoft excepted, the 
bafis is fo narrow and the foil fo little 
fruitful, fo damp, fo impoverifhjed, that it 
is only for tutelary authority to perform 
the greateft part of all which can recon- 
cile nature to this her neglecSled ofF- 
fpring. The.divifion of the dbmains it- 
felf, an operation fo produ6tive of every 

kind 



idnd of rcfource, requires very powerful 
advances ; for the farmet^s ftock and the 
implements of hulbandry are, pertiaps, 
thofe which^ when wanting, the arm can 
kaft fupply: 

Independent of tliis grand point of 
view, we 'muft not forget the military 
POWER, which muft here be refpcfted, 
for here, there are neither Alps .©or 
Apenaines, riyers Bor feas for ramparts ; 
here therefore, with' fix millioiis of in^ha-* 
bit^nts, governmeht'is defiroiisi arid to a 
certain point is obliged, to maintain two 
l^ujidred thoufand men in arms. In war, 
there are no other means than thofe of 
Courage or of obedience, and obedience 
is an ihnate idea in the Jerf peafant;' for' 
which reafon perhaps the grand force of 
the Prufljan army confifts in the union 
6f the feudal and military fyftem. Ex- 
clufivc of that vaft confideration, which 
I Ihall dlfewhere develope, let me add it 
will not be fufficient here to a6l Ijke fuch 
or fuch a Rufiiaja or.Polilh lord, and 
fey— <i You are eijfranchifed''— ^For the 
f^rfs here will reply — ^* We are very 
P 3 " much 
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^muphoWgf^d to<you for your i^ffan-* 
** chifement^ but wcxjo not choose to.bc 
*< fre^,"— Or even to bcfl»w Ia^yis.gptuin 
toufly on them, for they , wi|l ^jCwiisr^** 
"What would you have u^.do >^ith| 
<« la|id» (0 ?"— Prqpiietprs anf^,pr(3perty 
caAc^oly-be ere^ecl:% ma]i^uag,ady^9ef V 

(tj It is a melancholy truth that fuch' is,' and in- 
deed* fuch muft neccllarily bc^ the fpirit of (erf pea-. 
(tnt8 V nay, in Ruffia thiii imor' is* moid ^tMboi li^vik 
in Pwffiji- . Tlie. pcaiautrt WtP' nj^ exwpkf ^©C *^ 
i;>ofBbiUty of exifting if a^bitc.o^ipAep^^d«n$.e(f tli9]( 
ihink themf^Ives certajn of an afylum agau]^ hun^eri^ 
and old age, in the domains oiftjieir tyr'anb, kn<Lif en-l 
frandiilfed, would imagine themfehes abatrdoncd'tb aiif 
inho^Mtabk world (which indeed locally fpisakJDg they 
wouU be), in which *cy muft be ^i^oftd %^ periO^ 
vnA cold and hutigpn Mf 9 1^ a, bod^ 9)uft l)^ 1^. ta 
afl: from motives ^f in^r^ft, which when well under- 
ftood are the beft of motives.' Nothing Woti{4 be 
more eafy than to convince the "pcafantf y of tfeelargeft 
empire, in a few years, of what their true intetelb and 
the true intereft of all parties i% w^e not th^ op^j^rity 
of men, unfortunately, incapable of looking far beyond 
the trifling wants, and the paltry pafHons, of the mo- 
ment. It is a melancholy coniideratlon that fo many 
ages muft yet revolve before truths fo fimplc' fliall be 
univerially known; Qven now tha| th^ dit^ne ut c^ 
printing is difcovered. T* . , . 



and adv^ces^ ^re expe^fiyg,; ^ji|^^, a^ 
thcrt arc fo few governments whi(ih ba|v« 
the wifdom to fow in order that they 
may reap, this ^jll oot be th® fij:^ t<) bc- 
gin. It is little probable, that tj^e mpnir 
it\^' of whc)lefo)cn^ politics l|hQ^ ftfi^ 
lifeak ujpon this coxjntiy. 
' At'prefent it is alpiofl: pijbUf ly If fliQ^a 
th^t'tjie (l:;ount dl^ft * ^ i§ to.Jff art W 
the ihcptb of Apri| for f raijj^f;, , I. &aH 
fuhmit it to yoiir delicacy, and to jov^ 
juftice, to pronounce whether I can re- 
main here the oTerfeer of a. chargi d^af^ 
faires. During his abfence, fundlions 
might be beftowed on me : here I cer- 
tainly would not remain under an envoy 
fer interim \ nor would this require more 
than the fimple precaution of fending me 
fecret credentials. But, as no fuch thing 
will be done, you will perceive that this 
is a |new and very ftrong reafon for my 
departure, about that time, Thofe who 
would make me nothing more than a 
gazetteer are ill acquainted with man- 
kind ; and ftill more fo thofe who hope 
P 4 to 
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to oblige mc to confent tacitly or per- 
force, 

PS. The Count de Mafanne, a fer- 
vent myftic, is the grand mafter of the 
Queen's houfehold. Welner fupped with 
her yeft^rday, and had the place . of 
honour ; that is to fay, he fat oppo^fite 
her* jf 'he cede to wifties of fuch in^* 
decent vaiiity, he will prefcntJy be ijn-* 
doo«/ , , 
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LETTER LX. 



JL ESTERDAY was a memorable mo- 
ment for the man of obfcrVation. Count 
Bruhli a catholic, a foreigner, affuming 
liis rank in the Priiflian army, was in- 
ftalled in his place of governor, and the 
capitation tax was intimated. This capi- 
tation, fp openly contemned, fupported 
with fo much obftinacy, demonftrated to 
be vicious in its principle, impoflible of 
execution, and barren in prodiift, at once 
announces the difgraceful inanity of the 
general Hiredtory, by which it was loudly 
Qppofed, and the fovereign influence of 
the fubaltem by whom its chiefs have 
been refitted. How can we fuppofe the 
King has been deceived refpefting the 
public opinion of an operation fo uni- 
verfally condemned ? How may he be 
excufed, fince his roinifters themfelves 

.have 
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have informed him that he was in dan-» 
ger of perhaps for ever calling from him, 
at the very commencement of his reign> 
the title of well-beloved, of which he 
was fo ambitious ? Here we at leaft be- 
hold the ambiguous morning of a cloudy 
reign* 

The Queen is. not fatisiied with t^e 
ehoice that has been made of Count 
Bruhl, neither is flue with the legol^ 
tiofis of heir hou&hold, and therefore £he 
^. ^9in CQOftnuftiQg debts* ; Ske i& only 
allowed, fpr expeoces o£ every kind> Mtj- 
f^e thouf^od crowns per annum. It 
Yfill be d\&Q\dt for her to matse this fuai 
i^pply her r^a) wants, her gsnecous pro* 
peniities, and her numeccnas capnoe& 
!piind to the an^purs of the King, (he 
(;^n fee the diforder of his doi&eftic ^-- 
fyk$.. The' day fj^efore yeiberd^ thpre 
yffzs no wood for the fires of h&^ zpaiA* 
Qients. Her hoiffe ilew^d intreated the 
ijteward of the royal palace M lend him 
his alTiftance. The latter wcufed him-r 
ftlf, hecaufe of the fmallnefs of his re- 
maining ftockf. How, you will alk, can 

diforder 



dUbrcjer jfo _ indecent. l^APpen ? Bapajiji^ 
the quantity coniwm©(f\|r.a8.re^^ 
the laie j^ingj.on tjie fuppbrition th^ 
th(? ^jujedn.and Her chUdf^n rcfiidfed ^| 
Pdt/clam.r Sipce -Ijii^ death no pei;fon 
lias thougl^it of the^ nectary addition, 
Such" incidents, trifling ais they:,ar^ ii» 
tl>^mfelye;s^ prov« t^ what exc^fs cpe- 
leflhefs,.'.ana the defers 6i inqonfifteQ^ 
are cjirrfea. , , . , . 

Coupt.f^EuJil was yfaited for Uigrjipf 
tQ fyr^ijlti the hoiife pf the princes* . iVs 
hCj is. 9j(.e^helDAe4 b^ clpbts, and a^ ^ 
Safp^npblsmau ruwd* it was ire^uiCfl^ 
thi. Kwg ihouW cavfe .thi Jfum of twJ5?ity. 
ttifjuf^fi^i^icrowns to.be pajd. at preii|eim 
toiatigj^.ljhc.fnoft i|j?p;^tipnt qf lMS:q;«iii. 
tprs. J ppjniojiw aonqerniqg ham are ^ 
vi<k5d. I Jf^eonly points qi^ whipI>.peoj)/!6| 
ar^ i;(nafi^mojijS' are, t^i^Jt^e is on^ Qf tlpfi 
^opk.of tl>,^ file<9: (tb^ my<|i,cs), a!n4,tha,t;, 
be plays exceedingly.,^^ qflfth^yiplin^ 
Jhpi^. y\iq, huve l^^n^ :^canainlied wJHih, 
him (^^ years agp fppak m raptiyes^ 
of bis anwnity. :,Tpiofc .Vihof^.^BiQW' 
Ipdgfi.of- hv^ is CBoreVecwt are filent. 
,' Thofe 
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Thofc who arc totally unacquainted with 
him fay, he is the mod amiable of men. 
His pupil fmiles when he is praiied. — 
It is affirmed that the Grand Duke has 
fent him here, and that it is his inten** 
tion to take him to himfelf, whenever 
he fhall have the powen 

The Prince Royal will foon be worthy 
the trouble of bbfervation ; not merely 
becaufe. Frederic II. drew ,his . hoi-ofcope 
in the following terms, — ^^ I fliall reign 
^^ again in him/' — fof perhaps he only 
meant by that to teftify his contempt for 
the prefent King; but becaufe all things 
in him proclaim grcatnefs, t)ut ungrad- 
oufnefs of chara6ler ; awkwardnefs, but 
ft fpeaking countenance ; unpolifhed, but 
fincere. He alks the wherefore o? every 
thing, nor will he eyef be fatisfied with 
a reply that is not reafonable. He is fe- 
vere and tenacious, even to ferocity ; and 
yet is not incapable of afFe^lion andfenfi- 
bility. He already knows how to eftecm 
and contemn^ Sis difdain of his father 
approaches hatred, which he is not very 
careful to conceal. His veneration of 

the 
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the hte King partatces of i46latt7, and 
this he pcoclaims. Perhaps the youth is 
deftined to great adbns ; and, fhould he 
become the engine of foroe memorable 
revolution) men who can fee to adiftance 
will not be furprifcd. 

Launay at length departs; and^ as I 
believe, folely from the fear which the 
miniftty, or rather which Welner, has 
that the King (hould in fome weary or 
embarrafled moment reftore him to his 
place. ^ His difmiffion has been granted 
him only on condition that he would 
give up twenty-five thoufapd crowns of 
arrears, which are his due. This is a 
ihameful piece of knavery. They have 
exa^ed an oath from him that he will 
not carry off any papers that relate to 
the ftate. This is pitiable weaknefs. 
For of what validity is fuch an oath ? 
He may afford you fome ufeful, or ra- 
ther curious, annotations* In other re- 
fpe<5ls, the man is nothing, lefs than no- 
thing. He does not fo. much as fqfpeiSl 
the. elements of his own trade* His 
fpe^h js perplexed,.hi5 ideas arecc^fufed ; 
. r . • ' in 
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In a "wbrd^ \iecenAA only sXt h. gttit 
(part m a countiy inhere hbhiad^ielier 
^(%bs ttor i4v!al6. ' ^ Ite'l^ «dt^ m Wis 
accisrfed of bethg, a iA»lici(yus ^pbrlbi^. f9e 
$6 ia very vvleak fttad a Very VJutt'tfi^j itM 
nothing more. He has aifieS ^te 'pfetft 
Joflin'eXfectiti<Mier, <kj cl6nl*:; "^dt where 
ft the ifinancier who has not? Where 
yf^vHA be the jniBce <!>>f deihanding ttie 
'hangman to >be ricked ]»aiud{ti of the 
tortntes he had infii^d, in pai^mtxce of 
thefentence w*»idh thfe jiK^had pto- 
nounced^ . 

HenvUl pTe^iet'deM^ri<^9ki f<be reve- 
nue, and in this he xvill ttdt be -WftJilg ; 
but be perhaps ^vill not iftforin you, al- 
. thou^ it is exceedingly- tnats, that cbco- 
ilomical pfrinciple6, which We the ^^«rt*- 
dians of this country, are aUrfeady very 
faifibly on the decline. The^fervice is 
ftfoi'e expenfive, the honfes *f. princes 
Htore numerous, the ftablcs are 'bettier 
filled, penfions are -ftiultipifed, "arrange- 
•■ments mote cdftly, falaries df amb^flfe- 
4(ks almoft douWed, the manners' nidre 
■^^tft',>&c. The greateft part of thc& 
5 • expences 
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«XfX»ctt \^teri8 necefl&tjr. The real ttrif^ 
fortune ik thi€ there is lio care takdti ht 
tii'e proportionate inct^afe of die revmuc^ 
by.flp^>ljntxertaiiily prodnftive, mealis.; 
sind that fK^y. fe^m ncft: to fuppofe there 
wHl be tmy deficiency^ which Will at 
len^h make an iolmenfe ^rror.in thi 
fubitotarl; fo that^. without War^ along 
reign may fee the end of the treaftiry^ 
fhoiAd the prefent metaifures be purfoed; 
It is not the prodigality of pdmp which 
ekdtefe miufmnrs. It is a prodigality in 
Contraft to the perfonal avarice of the 
Kiug which is to be dreaded. It is an in- 
fenfible but a continual wafting. Hither^ 
to the evil is inconfiderable» an4 no 
dodbt does hot firike any perfon ; but I 
be^ to xjnderftand the country in the 
whole, and I perceive thefe things more 
diftin6tiy than I can defcribe. 

It was a cuftom with the late Kin^ 
ev^ year, on the twenty-fourth of De- 
cember, to make prefents to his brothers 
and fiftcrs, the whole fum of which 
amounted to about twenty thoufand 
crowns. This cuftom the nephew has 

fup- 
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fiippreiTed; A habitude of fort3r years 
had led the undes to confider thefe gra- 
tuities as a part of their income ; nor 
did they expeS; that they (hould have 
fa the firft examples^ or rather have been 
Meti^ the firft examples of ceconomy. 
Faithful to his peculiar mode of making 
prefents^ the King has graced the Duke 
of Gourland with a yellow ribband. It 
would be difficult more unworthily to 
. proftitute his order. 

To this fordidnefs of metal^ and this 
debauchery of morale coin^ examples of 
cafy prodigali)^ may be dppofed. The 
houfe of the Jew Ephraim had paid two 
hundred thoufand crowns, on account^ 
for the late King^ at Gonftantinoplci dur<« 
ing the feven years war. The money 
was intended to corrupt fome Turks, but 
the projeft failed. Frederic II. continu- 
ally delayed the repayment of the fum. 
His fucceffor yefterday reimburfed the 

heirs of Ephraim («). 

A fadler 

(«) It is curious to read, in the Hiftory of the 
Seven Years War, (chip, ix.) the account which this 

confci«> 
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A Sadler who had thirty year* been 
the creditor of the late King, who never 
Would pay the debts he had contraAed 
while Prince Royali demanded the film 
ciF three thotifand crowns from his pre- 
fentMajefty. The Rkig wrote at the 
bottom of thepetition'^^^ Pay th«* bill 
^ at fight, with infcereft at fix per cent * 

The Duke 6f iHfoffteinbeck k'^t length 
to go to K5nigfbferg; to take command df 
a battalion of grenadiers. I have elfe- 
where depiAed this infignificant Prince, 
who will be' a boy at fixty, and who will 
neither do harm to the enemies of the 
ilate nor good to his jprivate friends* 

confeJentious King giVes of the corruption he attempted 
and the profufidh with vHiich he fcattered the money of 
the :uncircumcifed Jews bufiwhom he takes {^ood ore 
nevet to nimtkm. It wa^ the tiieafure of the JlaU^ and 
the date, with all its goods and chattels, flocks and 
herds, biped and quadruped, ferfs and Jews included, 
were his— For <' was he not eveYy inch a king V\ T. 
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RE Kiag httftietely rbeftoiwdltiisTtcf*- 
flcr c»:foyr J>f *bis Culije^s* - The one is 
Acrkeeper pf his twsifjjry (M^^^pn BJi> 
pienthal),! a f2d(J:ifid'biirt:.a dull mmifter. 
'^he fecoDdis.the njafter;of l^is horfe.(T;), 
^» vQii ScWerin^j a Tilly buffocMi. under 
theiatc I^g,: a. .9vXpW during his w:hplp 
life, ^ ^perplexed bj^^hsadi and' w whem 
^he firft experim^nl ^ap wa^ made, after 
the accefliop, wasjto. deprive him of his 
place, ''t'fie third is 'his Majefty^s gover- 
nor,, a man of eighty^ who ha^ fcieen kept 
at a diftgpce for thcfee^te^n years, p^, 
and who is* deftit«it&: of t&Ients, iervice, 
dignity, and iftedni fdt his ^pil, which 
'perhaps 'is ' the firft mark of good ^{en{& 
he ever betrayed. The laft, who h not yet 
named, is Count Bruhl, who is thus re- 
warded by titles, after receiving the moft 
efFc6tive gratifications before he has ex- 

* * * (v) Grtrndecuygr, 

ercifed 



of Jbb«fto»jr5 !^ I :% (Wh^t ,a .prc^imiqii ; 
-f<M- tbe. pro^ligality jwith rwhich; tj^eyarc 
,beib?wed is itfclf proftitptipn* 

Amoiig. others, .who have receiinsdik- 
Vours^.aiqiyftic prieft is diftinguiihed ; a 
preacher of efFrontery, who repofes on the 
couch* of Ratifications, at the ^xpence ef 
two^thoufand crowns. To him add Baron 
'Boden, driven from Hefle Gaffel, a fpy of 
thepdlice at Paris, knowii at Berlin to be 
a thief, a pickpocket, a forger, capable of 
every thing except that which ii honeft, 
and of whom the King himfelf^feid he is 
a rafcal, yet on whom he has bellowed 
a chamt^eriain'^s key. Penfions innume- 
rable -hav^ ^en gr-anted to obfcure or , 
infamous courtiers. The academicians 
Welner and Mouli»^S-^e appointed di- 
re£lors of the finances of the academy. 

All thefe fcivpurs announce a t^rincc 
withaut judgment, without delic^tcy, with- 
out jeflje^ih: either, for himfelf or his fa- 
vours;, recklefs..of;his,own fame, or of 
the. QptfiioAv pf th^ public ; and as proper 
tQ difCQUrage. thofe, whorpoflefs fome'ca- 
.\ Q 2 pacity 
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paciff as to efiiboldcn fuch as are ii** 
tivcly nothing, or worfe than nothing. 

The contempt of the people is the 
merited falary of fo many good works*; 
and this contempt is daily more pointed : 
the ftupor by which it was preceded is 
now no more. The world was at firft 
aftonifhed to fee the King fakhful to his 
comcdy> faithful to his concert, faithful 
to his old miftrefs, faithful to his new 
one, finding time to examine engravings, 
furniture, the ftiops of tradefmen, to play 
on the violoncello, to enquire into the 
tricks of the ladies of the palace, and 
feeking for moments to attend to mini* 
iters, who debate in his hearing on the 
interefts of the ftate. But at prefent afto- 
: nifhment is incited if fome new folly tr 
fome habitual fin has not confumed«ie 
of his daysk. 

The new uniforms, invented by his, 
Majefty, have this day made their ap- 
pearance. This military bauble, prepared 
for. the day on which men have the ridi- 
^ €ulous cuftbm of making a (hew of them- 
- felves> confirms the opinion that the So- 
\ / vercign 
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vercigtt who annexes fo much importaiice 
to fuch a circumftance, poffeiTes that kind 
of underftanding which induces hioi to 
believe th^t parading Js a thing ofconfe* 
quence*. 

Is his heart better than his . under- 
ftanding ? . Of this men b^in to doubt. 

Count Alexander Wartenfleben, a for- 
pier favourite of the prefent King, whd 
was impdloned at Spandau for his fide** 
lity to him, being fent for from the fer^ 
ther part of Pruflia to Berlin, to com- 
mand the guards, has lately been placed 
at the head of a Brandenburg regiment ; 
and by this arrangement he lofes a pepi*^ 
iion of a hundred guineas, which was 
granted him by the King while Prince 
BoyaL This frank and honeft officer is 
a ftranger to the fe6l in favour; and, 
after having languijfhed in a kind of for- 
getfolnefs, finally receives a treatment 
which neither can be cabled difgrace nor 
reward. This is generally confidered as 
a deplorable proof that the King, to fay 
|:he leaft, neither knows how to love nor 
hate» 

Q 3 Mademoifelle 
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Mademoifelle Vofs hasr beAK'perfiraded 
thit it Would he-vsaxe geneftjijBf ki' her, 
td prevent her lover colprnimtig a fbfly 
than to profit byiftjch fbttyr; for tha* 
is the marriage publicly called,- ^irfeich 
would have beconte' a ftibjeft of dterhal 
reproach, whenever the intdxitation of 
plCfiRdh fhould have Numbered. Tfhe 
bf'atity: therefore #tlf B^ made a Oouhtefsi 
become rich, and perhaps the foverefigw 
of 4fhfc will of ^ SoVel!cign, btW not hia 
f^fei Her in'Auiefccfe ittay bfe produ«aivd 
iff great change&, and in other -countries 
inlgh't reader C6uri,t Schuleri^tirg,- the 
flfitt-ii*-law of Count FinekeAfMff, 6fft 
ftiiiiifter. He has ailed ^efy S^ifely in sBt-: 
tacliJng Struerif^fee -io himfelf,'wrio tmthH 
es him his tfad^-^t^'' fb' fiiuih ferfpi* 
cuily that the ^ Count Ma^e^ his t^idfe 
is le^f-hdd. ' H^ ^Kfts'lbfenae' at fe*(irtjfed 
tmdferftaridihgi, ■snh&'in ajrfitiide ^p indtift 
tryi drdei-, cohfiftefa(?y and ttitfgy'. AJde<| 
by -his tutor, lie 'will find h'o^ diflSictiltiet 
ftx) gfeat ; and heife the mail' rifeceflkr^ 
for- this;- King) ivhoffr will is feeble arid 
cowardly. The late King was equiWjr 
' averfe , 



ayerfe to mcii ofimaQ3Cj4yij?liiltk^5 but ii^ 
was from a convidkieaau pf buft; ojwiifuper 
riority. Great. talents however are little 
Bebeflkry to, reign over ypur nien of To- 
pirramboo. ■ 

Tb«i memorial againft the capitatioa 
t**, i^bich^ has 'been figned by 'Meflrs^ 
HMfbfe^gi ^Heiiiitz, Arnim, and Schu- 
lemburg, Conclt|de6^Hf^€h tbc^ ^qvds :t— 
^' This operation, which alarms allclafles 
^^ oft your Majefty's fubje6ls^ effaces .in 
^^th^^.b,^|^S:t];^e.^qpjit^^^ ^i well beU'ped^ 
^^ and.fi:ee?i§s the fortitwdp of thpi^ \yhom 
^f jQ^ ' have, appoinjted to yoiijr c(p»nciL'^ 
Stivuenfep. oii l^isj p^iit. h^s Jeut in t^o 
1??g§5 pf.fig^^^s> Wj^9^ 4?B(ipnftrate the 
|]^aailcuUtiQas: ^^t will inf^dUbly be dif- 
4Co\^er?d wjaeft ^l^e^ tax h^s been . col- 
le^cd;,, -l^sffrf . Wf rder> Gaudi^ and pro- 
bably Welner, perfift ; ?nd thp Ip*^& 
«ho neither, h^s, the* po^er tQ refift ft 
.plirfal^y of Yokes^ i^px ^^ 9^ J89^^"?& 
d«r$s hot yet ^\d(^. . ' .' \ . 

. On the fifteenth of Februa^y^be. is ,to 
4ep^rt for Potfdam, where he prppofes 
/Jo poftti^ue the ^renj^^nder of the year ; 
-; :. : ; 94 ^ that 
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that period exceed when he journeys 
into Silefia and Pruflia* 

PS. Evening. The King has to-day 
advanced the Duke of Brunfwic to the 
rank of field^marihal. This is indubi- 
tably the firfl honourable choice he has 
made ; and every body approves his lu^r-^ 
ing fmgly promoted this prince. 

Jafmarf 74. 

The Dutch Envoy has thrown me 
into a (late of great embarraflment, and 
into aftonifhment not lefs great. He has 
aliked me, in explicit terms, whether I 
confented that endeavours fhould be 
made to procure me credentials to treat 
with the Princefs of Orange, at Nime- 
guen. If deception might be produftive 
of any thing, I fhould have imagined he 
only wiflicd to Induce me to fpeak ; . but 
the queftion was accompanied with fo 
many circumflances, all true and iincerey 
fp many (-pnfidential communications of 
every kihd^ and a feries of anecdotes fo 
rational, aijd fo decifive, that, though 

\ might 
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t might find it difficult to tceount for 
th« whim he had taken, I could nd^ 
poffibly doubt of the candour of the en- 
%'oy. After this firft confideration, I hcfn 
tated whether: I fhould mention the affair 
to you, from a fear that the prefumptton 
ihould be imputed to me of endeavouring 
to rival jM. de Rcnneval ; but, befide that 
my cypher will pafs under the infpeftion 
of my prudent friend, before it will fall 
iiito the hands of the King or his mini^ 
fters, and that I (hall thus be certain h^ 
will erafe whatever might injure me to 
no piirpofie^ I have imagined it was not 
a part of my duty to pafs over a propo^ 
iition of fo fiugular a kind in filence. I 
©light to add farther, referring to the 
funple details which I 0iaU give, after the 
loilg conftr^ce which I an) to have w;th 
him to-rmorrow morning, that, if France 
has no latent intention, and means only 
to weaken the Stadtholder, in fuch a 
manner as that his influence cannot here^ 
after be of fbrvice to the Engljlh, ithe pa-* 
triots are b^ no means fo fimple ^n their 
intentions* I have proofs . tbp.tj, frpm 

the 
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the ysar 17^ 't^ the Uad^iof^-iji^^ 
they ' werd in fecrbtJ coft'tfpondeaae yvkh 

cBel^ Ut th^r^tibmgtit ^hbii' the BaixM 
wrote to then>«— " Make jtoOT^fwopoMs : 
<«I have tLivi^iebJ^mhe-ipepna^iS&pMiceki 
fftand, on thift iedndkfefif, |hfe ^liing <rf 
•» Phifflpvai: Anfiver ft)r tfie P^ee/':--! 
havQ Hlfo proofe th^ Mi 'de-R^Htnevat 
^not fuoc6edy»iid tba;^ the! afioii^ wili 
jiavtil' bei lM>cftr^ to> a eoriciBfian; ' ^ fti 
^long a& B«goli9lfion^ ftsUli bei ocaodiraed 
<Rii>ftead4i$i«rbtt^ioiu**' defease, hn 
#ord», and 'they- aij^eftp tonie ii^maarkabie, 
flfls equally evidbn^, dia.iilih«. implacable 
irengeaticJ3*cf'tkd Duke d]eik T^iugvjnon 
arifes from' his ' having 'daii«d 'to a^ak? 
IdVe 'te^ «he Prineelsy and- bis-ldi^'^ying 
heitii reje^ted;^^]^ (hall IdSuve^ thofe who 
are aUe tocj«idg«. of the veradlyt ef theft 
tltegatiom:; htit it h xay-dat^.ixyi tt^aat 
iTefhatly thf! foliowin^ piififerof Baroo 
Reede.n»><' M. de- Calohne is immicsL;!;!} 
**-V^ abd hi^' entmyf bpeivs. hia^axins ^to 
•^•etette- m. What is it: trhat- M. d« 
••Calohne wiihes ? U it:toIbe saixafterrof 
■ ••'' f^ fpfeigu - 



^ ibrdga affairs } A ftiecefsful pac};ftQa« 
^ tbn of the troubkw' of Holland wpuld 
f^ render bim mow fqnrkiB, m fueh cafi^ 
*^ thah the continuation of thofe troublesi 
^* which maykiadlifeji genergj cbAfla* 
^^ gr^tion, ' I dferii^nd a categorical a»* 
« fwtr to the follotvihg'qiieftiori : Sheyld 
«< it be proved to M; deCaloniie that th« 
^' Stadtliolder is in reality come over to 
^^ the ficte of France, or, which isj the 
^* fame thing; if he fhall' be obliged to 
^ come over, will he theii- be againft US' t 
^* Efes he any privite * intcreft whith we 
f^ c6uritera<ft ? Is^ it impoflSfcle he fhotild 
^^ explain himfelf ? The chaiices xcf^ 
^^ tainly are all in his fivonr agairift Ml 
^* de Bre * * *, whom we have continually 
<^ hated and defpHcd. Wherefore will 
?^ he fpotl hi& own game ?" 

I neceffarily anfwcred thefe queftions 
in terms rather vague. 1 informed him 
that M. de Calonne, in what related td 
foreign affairs, coritinxmlly purfued the 
line marked out by M. de Vergdrtnes ; 
that thfe httn6rj 'far ftotii covetirig the 
place of the Uttrdr,^ would fti^poirt him 

with 
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•with all his powcr^ if, which could not 
happen^ he had need of his fupport ; 
that a comptroller-general never could be 
defifous of any thing but peace ind poli- 
tical tranquillity ; that whether. M. de 
C^onne had or had not particular agents 
in Holland^ was a fadt of which I was 
jgnc«"ant (this Baron Re^de pofitively 
^ffured me was the cafe, and probably 
was the reafon qf his aftenvard ooncJfeiv^ 
ing the idpa of making me their fubfti^ 
tute); but that he would fuppofe me a 
madman, fliould I fpeak tp him of fuch 
a thing ; and therefore if, as feemed very 
improbable, it were true that the Prin-» 
cefs of Orange, on the recommcpdation 
of Baron Reede, fhould he capable of 
placing any confidence in me, it was ne-* 
ceflary (he fliould give this to be uijder-r 
^ood, through fome mediujn with which 
I flioiild be unacquainted ; as for exam-r 
pie by the way of Pruflia ; but it fcarce^ 
}y could b? fuppofed that there would 
he any wilh of fubftijuting a peirfon un-» 

Icnown, in that walk, to thofe whQ werQ 

It-' • . 

^Jfeadj^ij^ tthe highpft repute, 

Raroa 
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Sarcn Reede perfifted, and JFurther ftdf^ 
ded, not to mention that M. dc Rcnrieval 
could not long remain in his (taticH)) the 
parties would undoubtedly come to a 
better underftanding, when the Princefs 
could fpcak with confidepice.; that confr- 
^ence was a fenfation .which could not be 
commanded, arid which ihc never eoifld 
feel for this negotiator^ — ^Iri fiiie* he de^ 
manded^ under the.feaLof profotmd ie« 
crecy, a conference >yith me, which I did 
not think it would be right to refofe ; and 
his whole conyerfation perfe6tly dfcmon- 
ftrated two things-; the firft that his party 
iuppofcs M. de Galonnc is totally their 
enemy, and that he is the minifter of in- 
fluence in this politieal conflia ; and the 
fccond, that they bcHcvcd him to be de- 
ceived. I am the more perfuadcd thelb 
fuppofitions are tnie becaufe he very 
ftrongly infilled, even fliould I not receive 
' any orders to repair to Holland, I ftiouM 
pafs through Nimegufcn, on ray return 
to Paris ; that, by the aid of the pledges 
» of confidence which I Ihould receive 
from him, I might fufficiently* pene- 
trate 
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* N * ^ h as aJ ready written feireral lettea 
to me from Courlandf and mentions an 
important difpatch in cypher^ which is 
to be fent by the next Courier. Btit the 
evident refult is .that it js too late to fave 
Gourland ; that every thing which ought 
to have been prevented is done, or as 
good as done ; and that the belt phyfi- 
cians would but lofe their time in pre* 
fcribing for the incurable. The bearer 
of the letter, which occaiioned the de- 
parture of N * ♦, is a merchant of Lie- 
bau, named Immermann. He has been 
charged with the negotiation of a loan 
in Holland, and elfewhere ; but, as it is 
faid, has met with no fuccefs. It is fup- 
pofed in the country that the Duke has 
thrown impediments in its way. The 
diet ^of Courland is to fit in January. 
It is worthy of remark that, for two years 
paft, no delegate has been fent from 
Courland to Warfaw. 

Good information is faid to be received 
that four corps of Ruffian troops have 
begun their march, purpofely to approach 
the Crimea at the time that the £mpreis 

(hall 
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{hall be th^re; and this not fo much to 
infpire the Turks with fear, as to remove 
the greatcft and raoft formidable part of 
the military from the vicinage of Peterf- 
burg, and the northern provinces of 
Ruflia; and efpecially from the Grand 
Duke, that there may not be any poffi- 
bility of dangerous or vexatious events ; 
for the unbounded love of the Ruffians 
for their Grand Duke is apprehended* 
Yet, if fuch terrors are felt, wherefore 
undertake fo ufelefs a journevj which 
will coft from fevcn to eight millions of 
rubles? So ufelefs I fay, according to 
your opinions, for, according to mine, 
the Emprefs believes ihe is going to Con- 
ftantinople, or (he does not intend to 
depart. 

The troops are to be divided into four 
corps, of forty thoufand men each. The 
General of thefe armies will be the Field- 
jnarlhal Potemkim, who will have the 
immediate command of a corps of forty 
thoufand men, and the fuperintendence 
of the others which are under him, to 
be led by Generals Elvut, MichaelfTohn, 

Vol. II. R and 
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.and Soltikow^ Prince Pokemkim has uvt^ 
der his particular and independent obders 
iixty tboufand irregular troops m die 
Crimea. It is whifpered he aitertains 
the projefl of making himfelf King of 
the countTy5 and of a good part of the 
Ukrain. 



h £ T* 
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LETTER LXn. 



JVIY conference with Baron Reede is 
over. It continued three hours and a 
half) and t have not the fmalleft remain- 
ing doubt concerning his intentions, af-«^ 
ter the confidence with which he fpoke^ 
and the writings he (hewed me. He ap-* 
pears to be a good citizen, a conftitu* 
tdontalifl by principle, a friend of liberty 
by inftindl, loyal and tru^ from charac-^ 
ter and hkbit, and rather the f^rvant of 
the Prinpefs of Orange from perfonal af- 
£e6lion than from the place he holds un- 
der her hufbajfl^; a perfon defirous of 
ending tumultuous and difquieting de- 
bates, beCaufe in pacification he contem- 
plates the good of his country, and that 
of the Princefe whofe confidence he pof- 
feffes. He is further a minifter of paff- 
. ^ R 2 able 

€■ 
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able talents, who has abftained from 
making advances fo long as he prefumed 
our political liianagemcnt of the court of 
Pruffia would greatly influence its inte^• 
vention, and that he might prevail on 
that court to fpeak firmly. At prefent, 
feeling that the refpeft in which the 
cabinet of Berlin was held is on the de- 
cline, and efpecially perceiving the King 
is difintercfted in the affairs of the Stadtr 
holder, becaufe he has no interefl in any 
thing, he knocks immediately at the 
door of reconciliation. * 

You may hold the following as pro- 
babilities — 

I. That the Princefs, who will finally 
decide what the cataflrophe is to be, at- 
leaft in a veiy great meafure, is to a cer- 
tain point defirous of accommodation, 
and to throw herfelf into the arms of 
France, becaufe that, in fine, (he dreads 
rifking a (lake too great, to the injtiry of 
her family. 

II. That Ihe imagines M. de Calonne 
tp be the rainifter who influences the 

mind 
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mind of the King^ and the perfonal ene- 
my of her houfe. ' 

ill. That fuccefsful attempts have 
been made to infpire her with very 
ftrong prejudices againft his fincerity. 

IV. That ftill fhe feeks his friendlhip, 
and is defirous of a correfpondepce with 
him, either direft or indirect ; and of an 
impartial trufty friend in Holland, who 
fhould poffefs her confidence, • 

V, That not only nothing is more 
poflible than to retouch the regulations, 
without fome modifications in which the 
influence of the Stadtholder cannot be 
repreffed, but that this is what they ex-, 
pedl, fecretly convinced of its juftice, and 
politically of its ncceffity; and^ that 
Baron Reede^ as a citizen, and one of 
the firft of the firft rank, would be 
much vexed were they not retouched. . 

The reafon of the fincere return of 
the Princefs of Orange, who indeed was 
peyer entirely alienated, is that (he feri- 
oufly defpairs of being efficacioufly ferved 
at Berlin. 

R 3 That 
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That of her opinion of the enmity of 
M. de Calonne is folely founded on hiat 
intimate conneftion with the Rhingrave 
of Salm, which the latter exaggcnites ; 
and the inconfiderate difcourfe of M. de 
(;;♦***, which really furpaffes all ima- 
gination, and who is iuppofed to be the 
particular intimate of the miniftcr. 

Her prejudices againft M. de Calonne 
af ife, in a great part, from the calumny 
fpread by one Vandermcy, who had 
formed* I know not what entcrprife on 
Bergue-Saint-Vinox (while this minifter 
was intcndant of the province), in which 
he failed in fuch a manner as to coft the 
Stadtholder more than a hundred and 
fixty thoufand florins; and, that he 
might excufe himfelf, he threw the 
whole blame on the oppofition made by 
M* de Calonne. Add further that all 
thefc caufes of difcontent, fufpicion, and 
animofity, are ftill kept in fermentation 
by a M. de P ^' ^^ *, the creature of M» 
de B * * % the which M. de P * * * 
equally blames M. de Veirac, M. de 
C * * * *, the Rhingrave of Salm, 

M- de 
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M. de Reivncval, the Count dc Vcr- 
genqeS) and all that has been done, all 
that is done^ and all that fhall be done ; 
but efpecially M. de Calonne, whom he 
depidts as the incendiary of the Seven 
Provinces ; which, with all Europe be- 
iide, cannot be faved but bj the meek- 
nefs of M. de Br * *, the gentle, the po- 
liihed^ the pacificator. ^ 

With refpeft to the defire of the Prin- 
ccfs to be on better terms with M. de 
Calonne, it is I think evident. Baron 
Reede is too circumfpe£t, and too artful, 
to have taken fuch a ftep with me^ 
had he not been authorized. What fol-* 
lows will perhaps give you the genealogy 
of his ideas, which may fufficiently ex- 
plain the whole epifode. He could eafily 
know that I wrote in cypher. He ^s the 
intimate friend of Hertzberg. And for 
whom do I cypher ? Whoever is ac- 
quainted with the coaft, and the progrefs 
of our affairs, muft know it can only be 
for M. de Calonne. On what principle 
do I aft ? The Duke of Brunfwic, who 
bias had many conferences with him, 
R 4 cannot 



cannot have left him in ignorance that 
my views on this fubje<Sl were all for 
peace. Having been totally difappoint- 
cd, through the ignorance of Count 
d'Eft * *5 which he affirms is complete 
in this refpeft, and which muft therefore, 
on this fubjeft, redouble the native furli- 
nefs of the Count ; and by the ftupidi^ 
of F * * *, who painfully comes to ftudy 
his lefTon with him^ and returning does 
not always repeat it faithfully ; well con- 
vinced that the influence of Count 
Hertzberg is null, the afFeSion of the 
King cooled, and the credit of his cabi- 
net trifling, the Baron has propofed to 
the Priucefs, to make this experiment. 

With refped to her confent, whether 
exprefs or tacit, and her ferious determi- 
nation to retouch the regulations, of this 
I have feen proofs in the letters of the 
Princefs, and read them in the cypher of 
the Princefs (for it will be well to know 
that Ihe is very laborious, cyphers and 
dccyphers herfelf, and with her own 
hand indites anfwers to all the writings 

• of 
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of the contrary party) as I have done in 
thofe of Larrey and of Linden, 

I did not think myfclf juftified in dif- 
regarding fuch overtures. After having 
faid evefy thing poflible in favour of 
M. de Calonne, his views, proje6ls, and 
connections — (nor, I confefs, do I. believe 
that the manner in which I am devoted 
to him left me at this moment without 
addrefs) — after having treated as I ought 
the perfidious duplicity of M, de B * * *, 
and his agents, and after having uttered 
what I thought on the prudence of M. 
de Vergennes, the delicate probity of tho 
King, and the undoubted politics of our 
cabinet, which certainly are to render 
the Stadtholder fubfervient to the pub- 
lic good, and the independence of the 
United Provinces, but which cannot be 
to procure his expulfiori, it was agreed 
that I fhould write the day after to-mor- 
row to demand a categorical anfwer from 
M. de Calonne, to know whether he 
wifhes to begin a correfpondence, direft 
or indirect^ with the Princefs ; and whe- 
ther 



4her he ccmfents any propofiti(m» fot ae- 
cocnmodation ihoisld be made him, for 
rendering which effe^kual his perfonal 
wwd fliould be accepted, when they 
ihall be agreed on, and to an h<moiira- 
bte pacification in behalf of the Stadt> 
holder* fuitabk to the Sovereign. 

Baron Reede, on his part^ who is cau^ 
tious^ and wifhed to appear to a£t totally 
from himfelf, wrote to the Princefs to 
inform her that this ftep was taken at 
his inftigati6n> and to demand her jnrompt 
;and formal authority to z£k. We are to 
meet to-morrow on horfeback, in the 
park, that we may recijMfocally £hew 
each other our minutes ; it being cer^- 
tainly well underftood that neither of u» 
is to Ihew the other more than the often- 
fible minutes we ftiall have prepared ; and 
the whole is to depart on Saturday ; be- 
caufe, faid he, as not more than twelve 
or thirteen days were neceffary for him 
to have an anfwer, this would be time 
enough, before yours {hould arrive, for 
u^ to form the propofed plan ; at leaft fo 
fer as to eftabliih confidence. 

This 



This 18 the faithful abftraft of our con*- 
vcrfation* With refpe^l to the propolis 
tiofiSy I. had only to liften ; and as to the 
refle£tions, I have only to apolo^ze# 
Should you be tempted to fuppofe I have 
been too forward in accepting the propo* 
fal to write^ I beg the incident may be 
vireighed^ and that I may be informed 
how it may be poflfible) at the diftance of 
iix hundred leagues, ever to be fuccefs- 
ful, if I am never to exceed my literal in- 
ftrudions* And after all, what new in* 
formation have I given the Baron ? Who 
here, who ^ concerned in diplomatic af« 
fairs^ has any doubt that I c)rpher? And 
oa what fubjedts do men cypher ? Is it 
philofophy^ literature, or politics ? Neither 
have I told of what kind my bufinefsis; 
and my conftant formula have been — 
I Pdl endeavour — I Jhall fnd fome mode — 
/ Jhall take an opportunity of letting M. de 
Calonne know^ &c. 

At prefent, fend me orders either to re- 
cede or to advance ; and in the latter 
cafe . give me inftrudlions ; for I have 
^nly hitherto been able to divine, and 
I that 
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that the more vaguely becaufe, as you 
mnft eafily feel, it was neceflary I ftiould 
appear to the Baron to be better inform- 
ed than I really am, and confequently to 
tlk fewer queftions than I fhould other- 
wife have done, Alk vourfelf what ad- 
vantages might I not obtain, were I not 
obliged to have recourfe intirely to my 
own poor (lock. 

In brief, what pledges do you defire of 
the fmcerity of the Princefs ? What 
proofs of friend Ihip will you afford her ? 
What precaution do you require for the 
good conduct of the Stadtholder ? What 
kind of reftraints do you mean to lay him 
under ? Will you in nothing depart from 
what was ftipulated in the comraiffion of 
the 27th of February, 1766? What arc 
the modifications you propofe ? Muft 
mediation be neceffarily and formally ac- 
cepted ? Is it not previoufly requifite 
that the provinces of Guelderland and 
Utrecht fliould fend their troops into 
their leipeclive quarters ? Will the pro- 
vince of noliand then narrow her miii- 
tiuy line ? In this fuppofition, is there 

nothing 
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nothing to be feared from the Free-corps ? 

and how may fhe anfwer for them ? 

What will be the determinate conftitu- 

tional fundkions of the Stadtholder? 

What the relations of fubordination and 

influence. toward the deputy counfellors ? 

What is the reformation intended to be 

made in the regulations ? 

Thefe and a thoufand other particulars 

are of confequence to me, if I am to be of 

any -fervice in the bufinefs, otherwifc I 
need none of them. But it is to me in- 
difpenfable that you Ihould immediately 
and precifely inform mc how I ought to 
a6l and fpeak, how far I am to go, and 
where to flop. 

Be kind enough to obferve that it is 
requifite this ftep Ihould be kept entirely 
fecret from Count d'Eft ^^ % ' and that 
the intentions and prdceedings of Baron, 
Reede certainly do not merit that the 
IBaron Ihould be betrayed. 

A curious and very remarkable fa6l is 
that the Duke of Brunfwic was the firfl; 
who fpoke to Baron Reede of the Pruffian 
troops being put in motion, and afked him 

what 
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«ehat e£^ he imagined it would kavtf 
on the affairs of Holland if fome regi« 
ttients of cavalry were marched into, and, 
(hould it be needful, if a camp were 
fanned in, the principality of Clevci, 
which might be called a camp of plea- 
fure. Baron Reede replied, this was a v^ 
delicate ftep, and it was fcarcely poffible 
the cabinet of Verfailles could remain an 
unconcerned fpedator. Does the Duke 
defire to be prime minifter, be the event 
what li may? And has he unworthily 
deceived me I Or was it only his inten- 
tion to acquire from Baron Reede fuch 
information as might aid him to combat 
the propofition of Count Hertzbergr ^he 
Dutch arabaflador wifhed to perfuade 
me of the firft. I imagine he is fincere ; 
yet, to own the truth, the public would 
echo his opinion; for the Duke is m 
high renown for deceit* But here I ought 
to oppofe the teftimony of Count Hertz- 
berg himfelf, who owned that the idea 
was his own, and who bitterly repeated, 
more than once, — *^ Ah ! had not the 
Dulce deferted me !'*— It is aecelTary to 

have 




have heard the expreflion and.the ac- 
cent to form any pofitiye opinion on the 
fubje<St, which to a certain point may he 
iJearjranted. 

January i, . 

I found Baron Reede at the rendez- 
vous^ in the fame tenlper of miiid ; and^' 
if poflible, more fervent, more zea- 
lous. The only delicacy in a6ling he re- 
quired was that I fliould not fay he had 
written; in order, as he obferved, thatf 
fhould thefe advances ftill fail in their 
ciFeft, a greater animofity might not be 
the refult. He related to me an exam- 
ple of this kind, concerning the fuccefs 
of a confidential proceeding, which hap- 
pened fome years ago, between himfelf 
and M. de Gauflin, at that time charge 
d'affaires from France to Berlin, and who 
having defcribed the bufmefs in terms 
too ardent to be accurate receives a 
minifterial anfwer from M. de Ver- 
gennes, of the mofl: kind and amicable 
complexion, which paffing direiSlly to X 

the 
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the Stadtholdcr, through the inedium o^ 
the cabinet of Berlin, was by no means 
found acceptable, as it might reafonably 
have been fuppofed it would have been ; 
and that this produced an additional de- 
gree, of coldnefs. True it is that the 
Prince of Orange had not, at th^t time^ 
experienced the ftrength of his oppo- 
nents ; but this Prince is fo paffionate^ 
and his njind is fo perverfe, that the 
Princefs herlelf is obliged to take the ut- 
mofl: precautions, when fhe has any 
thing to communicate. 

I promifed Baron Reede to a6t entirely 
ashewiftied; yet. have not thought it 
the lefs my duty to relate the whole af- 
fair, well convinced that. people only of 
very narrow minds pique themfelves on 
their policy ; that M. de Calonne will 
think proper to know nothing of all 
this, except juft as much as he ought to 
inow; that in any cafe he will feem 
only to regi^rd this overture as the fimple 
attempt of two zealous men, who com- 
municated a proje6l which they fup- 
pofed was mod probable of fuccefs. In 
4 reality. 



C 257 ] 

reility, though it may be the moft pref-^ 
iing intereft of the Stadtholder to obtain 
peace, how can our alliance with Hoi- 
land be more effe£tually flrengthened 
than by the concurrence of the Stadt- 
holder? And with refpedt to the, indi- 
vidual interefts of M. dc Calonne, ihould 
we happen to lofe M. de Vergenncs> 
through age or ill health, who is there 
capable of difputing the place with him 
who fliall have promoted the commercial 
treaty between France and England, and 
have aecomplifhed the pacification of 
Holland ? Enough at prefent concerning 
the bufmefs in which I am engaged. Let 
us retxun to Pruffia* 



January 6. 

Lieutenant -colonel Goltz has long 
been on cold terms, and even has quar- 
relled, with Bifhopfwerder. They had 
6nce been reconciled by the King, who 
felt that the firft, being more firm of 
charadler, and more enterprifing, had 
great advantages in the execution of af- 

Vol. II. S fairs 
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fairs over the other, who was aore the; 
courtier, and more the humble fervant of 
circumftances^ To avoid domeflic fcan- 
dal, he has appointed M. von Hanftein, 
who poffeffes dignity, or rather hau^ti- 
iiefs; and M. von Pritwitz, a man of 
mediocrity, and a vi6lim to the caprices 
of the late King, to be general aides-de- 
camp. Thus Biftiopfwerder, after he 
has done every thing in his power to re- 
move all who had more underftanding 
than himfelf from about the perfon of 
the King, having accomjjliflied his pur-^ 
pofe, and fecured the Monarch folely to 
himfelf, kpows not what he fhall do wkh 
him. 

Count Bruhl has found neither ar- 
rangements ready prepare^, apartments 
furnifhed, nor perfons placed in the fer- 
vice of the Prince RoyaL The confe- 
quence^ were— Ill-humour— 'A vifit to 
Welner — ^Not admitted — ^Vifit returadj 
late, and by a card— Rifing difcoutenti 
which is encouraged by.Biihopfwerder, 
who fufpe£ts Welner to have been 

foftened 
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foftened concerning the noniination of 
the two general aideS^de-camp; 

A fa£l which appears very probable 
is th&t Welher^ Whd is cbriftenfed by the 
J)eople the little king, knows not how to 
perform three offices at once ; and, a$ he 
foolifhly believed he might yield to the 
feagernefs df fpeciilators, and has had the 
jtieannefs to enjoy the defpicable flat-* 
tteri^s of thofe who fix months ago 
treated him like a Iftcquais, his days havp 
glided away in thefe perilous paftimcs of 
Vanity. Bvifmefs has been negledted, 
«5very thing is in arrisar, and it is pre- 
ftimed that, when he {hall have been 
fufficiently bandied by the intrigues of 
the malecontents, the ingratitude of 
thofe whom he fhall have ferved, the 
arts of courtiers, and the fnares of his 
bwn fubalterns, his brain will be entirely 
turned^ 

It is at length determined the capita- 
tion tax {hall not be enforced. Thus it 
is withdrawn after having been an- 
Jtiounced! Without convi6lion! Without 
a fubftitute :--What confufion ! What 
S 2 fore- 
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forebodings ! From the (hort profpe<a 
of the morning of the reign, how por- 
tentous are the fteps of futurity ! 

The fending an envay to London ; 
which court has not yet returned the 
compliment. 

Another envoy fent to Holland ; who, 
in every ftep he has taken, has rifked the 
reputation of his Sovereign. It certainly 
was neceffary either to a£t confiftently or 
totally to abftain from a6ling. 

The conimiflion of enquiry on the ad- 
miniftration of the finances, which has 
been produ6tive of nothing but injufticc 
and rigour, toward individuals, without 
the leaft advantage to the public. 

Another commiffion to examine the 
conduiSl of General Wartenberg, ap- 
pointed with oftentation, and fufpended 
in filence. 

The fuppreflion of the adminiftration. 
of tobacco and fnuff, which muft be 
continued. 

The projeft of the capitation tax, 
which is obliged to be withdrawn at the 
very moment it was to commence. 

The 
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The convocation of the principal mer- 
chants of Pruffia and Silefia, which has 
generated nothing but difcuflion, fuch as 
are proper to " unveil the abfurdity of 
the rulers, and the wretchednefs of the 
people. 

Dp not fo many falfe fteps, fo many 
receding^, fuppofe adminiftrators who 
have reflected but little, who are grop- 
ing in the dark, and who are ignorant 
of the elements of the fcience of go-» 
verning ? 

Amid this feries of follies, we muft 
neverthelefs remark a good operation, 
which is truly beneficial. I fpeak of 
the at prefent unlimited corn trade, and 
an annual exemption in behalf of that 
miferable weftern Pruffia, the amount of 
which I do not yet know. 

The domeftic fermentationof the palace 
begins to be fo great that it muft foon 
become public. The agent of the wifhes, 
or, morfe properly fpeaking, of the fe-^ 
cret whims, is in oppofition to Bilhopf-^ 
werder and Welner, who are on cold 
terms with Mademoifelle Vofs, who is 
S 3 defiroui 



C 3«i 3 

defirous that Madam Rietz fhonld be 
difcardedf who will agree that MademQir! 
felle Vofs fho.uld be a rich miflrefs but 
not a wife. Among this multitude of 
oppofing wills, where each, except thcr 
King, afts for himfelf, we may etiufne-*. 
rat^ his Majefty's chamberlain, and the 
counfellor of Mademoifelle Vofs> Reu& ; 
and the pacificator, the mediator, th^ 
counfeUor, the temporizer, the preacher. 
Count Araim. 

The Sovereign, amid thefe fififtg re*- 
volts, weathers the ftorm to the belt of 
his abilities. The jeweller Botfon hat 
laid a complaint againlt RietK, which 
occafioned a quarrel that might have 
had confequences, had not the King ret 
colle6led that ten years might be necef- 
fary to replace a confident, whom he 
might have difcharged in a mom^it -of 
anger. The birth-day of the Count of 
Brandenburg was likewiie a circumftance 
which the Rietz party made fubfervient 
to their intereft. His Majefty fent for 
the mother to dinner, and peace was the. 
reftorer of ferenity. 

The 
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The mafter of the horfe^ w}^o w^s faid 
to hAV« lo(i hu crfdit, appear^ to have 
ri&n from the dei^. Ejcclyfive of hi^ 
^Fellow nb]ftui4p which he hung over his 
ihouiders oa the lail court day, and 
which ^sxited buiifts of laughter from 
every body, even froqi the sainifters, he 
requefted his nephew might be created a 
count, and was anfwercd with a—" So 
^ be it/*— The creating of a count is but 
a tricing evil, efpecially when fb many 
have been created ; but Qever to poflef^ 
» will of one's own is a ferionjs reflecr 
tion. 

Woi4d yx>u wifti for a pii^une of the 
finews of government, and a6tive ^ul^ 
ties of the goveriiocs ?-^Take the fdlow^ 
ing feature* 

Various remonftraoces had been made 
to the King finally, to regulate the ilatv 
«yf expendtttire, and the falaties of hi^ 
officers. He replied* idnat he intended to 
keep a court ; and that, in order to re* 
gulate his expences, he firft defired to 
Jkfipw the permai>ent ftate of his re- 
.V€WW8f fWOTiJm^ a^ t^ey (hould be 
. : S4 / coUefted 



colle^ed and afceitained by his new 
financiers. After refle6ting on varies 
ous phrafesy in all of which was rer 
peated the word afcertained, the mi- 
iiifters under whofe charge- the excife 
and the d^ily expenditure were, began 
to have their apprehenfions. Hence 
followed a multitude of trifling taxes; 
ridiculous, hateful, and unprodu&iye| 
which fprung up in a fingle night O7- 
fters, cardsy and an increafe on the poft^ 
age of letters^ on ftamps, on wines> 
jeight grofchen per ell on tafieties, thirty^ 
Jhree percent pn furs.— They even 
Went fo far as tp fupprefs the franchifes 
of the princes of the houfehold. Not 
one of thefp new impofts but was moft 
^atuitoi)l|y fxlipus ; for they retard 
What they are me;^lt to effect aiid are 
productive of nothing but a demon-* 
ilration of the heavy ftupidity of thcdfe 
>yho neither can procure money. aor f^- 
tisfy the public, 

PS. I h^ye received a voluminous dif- 
patch in cypher from Courland^ the -con- 
tents 
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tents of which it is impoflfible I ihould at 
prefent fend, I can only confirm former 
intelligence, that the chamberlain Howen, 
who is at prefent Burgrave, difpofes of 
the province and is wholly Ruflian : the 
fcircumft^nces by the next courier* 
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LETTER Li^m,. . 

» * • " _ 

'January Bih^ 1787, ' 

X HE following is the fubftancc of the 
news from Gourland) ^9 authentic as can 
poffibly be procured. 

The chamberlain ^owen) an able man, 
the firft and the only perfon of under^ 
ft^nding in the country — (for the chan-» 
cellor Taub^, who might otherwife coun-* 
terpoife his influence^ is deflitute of mind 
and chara6ter)*«-Howen, I fay, is become 
Ober Burgraye, by the fudden death of 
the prime minifter, Klppman*— -After this 
event followed a torreijt of re-»placings and 
de-placings, in none of which you are in-j 
t^refted, an4 concerning which it will be 
fufficient for you to know that every ren 
comniendation of the Duke has b^en ab-s 
fplutely rejedled and coritemned. Th(j 
Baron of Meft-Machor, the Ruffian eun 
vQy, by a forrnal and direct r^cojppimenn 

4^tion| 
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flation^ occafiotidd the ele^ion to alight 
pn Howen, who once was the viblerit 
enemy of the Ruffians, by whom he had 
been carried off from Warfaw, wherfe he 
refided as envoy from Gourland^ isind ba-- 
piOiied into Siberia. Here he remd4Aed 
feveral years. By a conciarrenoe of dir- 
^umftances he is become Ruffian. It a^ 
pears that the cabinet of Peterlburg has 
preferred the gaining of its purpofc by 
gentle meafures, and intends amicably 
to accomplifh all its deligns on Gourland; 
Howen is in reality Duke of Courland, 
for he executes all tive functions of the 
dukedom^ and converts or overawes all 
opponents. Wofonzow, SoltikoW, Belf-? 
borotko, and Potemkin are abfolute maf^ 
ters of Courland, as they are of Ruffia ; 
>vith this only difference that Potemkin^ 
who pofleffes a library of mortgages and 
bank-bill^, who pays nobody, corrupts 
pvery body, \yho fubjefts all by the energy 
of his will and the extent of his views, 
foars above Belfborptko, who is polilically 
his friend; above Woranzow, who is 
capable but timid ;; and above Soitikow, 

who 
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who is wholly devoted to the Grand 
Duke.. 

The. Duke of Courland will probably 
return no more to his country, be- 
caufe he has. ruined his affairs in Ru0i% 
is unable to alter any thing which has 
been done in his abfence, is entangled in 
lawfuits, and by ^gmplaints laid againit 
him without number, and becaufe that 
the regency which prefcrves a good un- 
derftanding with the chiefs of the equef- 
tri^n order, under the guidance of Howen, 
reigns with moderation, conformable to 
the laws of the land, and brings down 
benedictions on its adminidration ; info^ 
much that the people, who were ready 
to revolt becaufe they^ were threatened by 
and already were fufFering famine, wilh 
affairs to continue in their prefent train. 
It is to them of little import whether the 
government be or he not Ruflian, if mi-' 
fery be not entailed on them. There is 
no poflibility of reverfing a fyftem thus 
liable. Some fixty confiderable eflates 
have been granted as fiefs or farms. All 
the vacant places have been b^ftowcd on 

perfons 
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perforis of the greateft influence, abroad 
and at home;fd that we may fay the 
party of the adminiftration of Howen, or 
of the Ruffians in Courland, includes 
every body. Several millions muft be 
expended to counterpoife fuch a prepon- 
derance ; and, if to counterpoife were to 
vanquifh, viftory itfelf would not be 
worth expences fo great. 

One of the principal complaints againft 
the Duke is the deterioration of Gourland, 
which has been eiFe£ted by the total im- 
poverifhment of the peafants, and the 
lands, the ruin of the forefts, and the ex- 
portation of the ducal revenues into fb^ 
reign countries. But the grand crime, the 
crime not to be forgiven, is hiving "dif- 
pleafed Ruffia. The Emprefs has been fo 
enraged againft him, by his Anti-Ruffian 
proceedings in Courland, that the herfelf 
faid, — " The King of France would not 
^^ have injured me as the Duke of Cour- 
^^ land has dared to do." — ^She probably 
meant, beftowing Courland on Pruffia. 

I cannot perceive how we can a6t bet- 
ter,, in our prefent fitu^on, than to wait 

with 
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with patience* Our young mafa will cer^ 
tainly have a place in his own country^ 
Should it be thought proper to beftow oa 
him the title of Cdnful, with leave t6 
wear our uniform, and a captain^s corii- 
xniflion, from which he might dferive re^ 
fpeft, he afks nothing more; and wci 
fhould poflefs an intelligent^ zealous^ and 
incorruptible centinelj who, from fo well- 
fitiiated a poft, might inform us of what- 
ever was paifing in the north, and aid 
tis in what relates to commerce^ 

I need not obferve that great changes 

are not effedted in a day. We may how-^ 

ever depend upon a confirmation of the 

maritime company as a fymptoinatic anec« 

dote of importance. Struenfee has afted 

in a pkafant manner. — ^^^ Gentlemen,** 

^ faid he^ to the merchants of Konigf-* 

berg and Pruffia, ^^ nothing can be more 

^< excellent than a free trade; but it is 

« very juft that you Ihould buy all the 

^ fait in our warehoufes."-^* True.'-* 

^*.Very good. You muft therefore giv« 

^ us fecurity for one million two hundred 

^^thoufaad ci-owiiSi i$ well as pay a hun« 

^ ' <^drcd 
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" dred and twenty thoufand cnwns, art* 
*^ nually, to the prc^rietors^ in return for 
f^ the ten per cent for which we arc ac** 
*^ countable ; for public good will noC 
** admit an injury to be committed oa 
« private right."—* True.'—** Very good! 
** And, for the fame reafom, you muft 
^* pay five per cent which has been legally 
^* granted on the new {hares,'' — ^ True/ 
u — Viry excellent. Gentlemen ! But 
^* who are to be your fecurities ? Or, at 
^* leaft, where are your fundtf— •* Oh, we 
* will form a company #'—** A company, 
^* Gentlemen ! One company is as good 
^ as another. Why (hould not the 
** King give the preference to the com* 
*^ pany that aftually cxifts ?'' 
' All projedts for th« freedom of trade 
will, like this, go ciF infutm ; and^ what 
is ftill more fatal if poflible, conclufion^ 
Ivill be drawn, from the ignorance of the! 
prefent adminiftration, in favour of the 
Impofltbyiity eH changing {otmtx regula*" 
tidns. Such are Kings without a will ; 
foch is'the prefent, and fuch will he live 
and 4ie \ The dther Was all foul } this^ 

is 
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is all body. The fyn^toms of his inca^ 
pacily increafe with a^ravation^ I fhafi 
have continual occafion to repeat nearly 
the fame words, the fame opinions, the 
iame remarks. But here however may 
be added what I think a fa6i: of weighl^ 
which is that one of the caufes of the 
torpor of interior adminiftration is the 
mifunderilanding which reigns in the 
miniftry. Four minifters are in oppofi^ 
tion to two, and th^ feventh remains 
neuter. Mefiieurs Oaudi and Werder^ 
who keep (hifting the helm of finance, 
are counteracSled by Meflieurs Heinitz, 
Arnim, Schulemburg^ and- BlqmenthaL 
The former of the four laft is accufed 
of attempting to add the department of 
the mines to that of the finances. In 
the mean time the expediting of bufinefs 
continues with Welner, and the impulfe 
of influence with Bifliopfwetder. 

The latter, either fincerely or in- 
fidioufly, has become the affociate of the 
plan to bring Prince Henry again into 
power, at lead in military affairs* The 
Prince, for feveral years, has not been 
7 pr^eient 
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pfc^/^nt at the manoeuvres^ It is affirmed 
that hc.aot only will be this j^slt bat 
thfkt hp will be made a kind of infpedtor 
gefiieFa2> .The negptiation is ^carried on 
wit^ great fcprecy^ by General Moellen* 
dojj^ and^ the favourite. 

The marriage of Mademoifelle; . Vbfe 
is:agapft*in report. Certain it is that 
eveiy; fpecics of trinkets has, been pur* 
chafed, every kind of preparation has 
been made, and that a journey is ru- 
moured. — Moft of thefe circumft^nces 
are kejpt very fecret ; but I am well af- 
lured of their truth, becaufe I have them 
froni th? Rietz family^ who are very 
much Werefted in preventing the union 
being accompliflied, under certain fornja- 
lities, and who confequently are very 
adiiyely on the watch. But I know not 
what form they will beftow on this half- 
conjugal h^lf-concubine ftate. Yefterday 
hpwever, when 1 fupped with the King, 
I had ocular demonftration there wa» 
no'longer any reftraint laid on fpeaking 
together in public. 

The King, at fupper, afked me — ^^ Who 
Vol. 11/ T "is 
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* perhapf, Ske.*-^*< Yes, Bu Saax."*-* A 

* member of out acade«y el infertptidttt.* 
->-«< He has fent me a large wofk oA ganft- 
« ing."— * Alas ! Sire, you mofters of ^tf 
< world only have the power of dffij^Hng^ 
« the d«ttru6Ho!i of gaming. Our books 

* will ^oomplilh but little^*— •* But he 
« h^s embarrafTed me by paying me a 
« compliment which I by no means 
« merit.*—* There are many. Sire, whidx 

I « you afc too prudent to be in haftc to 
• * mwit.' — *• He has congratulated me on 

* haTing aboliihed the Lotto jlwifh it 
•♦were true, but it is rtot.*^— *A wifli 
« fixMn yoi5r Majefty will efFeft much.'— r 

* I am fome thanks in your debt, on this 
« fubjciSt, for this is one of the good 
<*'COunfels you gaye. me in a certain 
« writing (*).'* — (I made a low bow) — 
<< But you mull excufe me for a time. 
•< there are funds affigned cm that vHe 
«« Lotto' J the military fchool, foir'ex- 
,« ample."—* Fortunately, Sire,araonien- 

'. {x) Mcuwig the MwwHal. Tr 



* taty deficiency of fifty thoufand cro\s^n§ 

* is not a thing to infpire the richeft 

* King on ??rth, in r^djr money, with 

* any great apprehenfions.* — <* True, but 
" agreements" — * Will not be violated 

* wh^in . the parties ate reinlburfesd, ot 

* have any proportionate remuneratioa* 

* Siitelfi frace detpdkKm haS fo often 
«b«iei^ em^oyed tb db iBy it might for 
*ondc etewa godd.'^^'Oh bb! T^hen 
*'^you are fbmetvrhat I'&concil^d fer def** 
** pdtlfoi." — * Who can avoid being re- 

* concEed to it, Sire, \<rhere onfe head has 
< four hundred thoufand "anhs f'-^He 
laughed with a fim|^e kind of grin, t»*as 
informed 'the cotai^y was going to begin, 
firfid heifci ended duf convef-fatdon.-^You 
^rceive there ii ffili fome d^c of bt^g 
pti^td h. this lethargic fottl* 

1^. Latinay this ni^t departed itt- 
COgnittf. I imagbe you wiH give very • 
fetfous offence to the cabinet of Beiiiri, 
if ybii db not prevfeiithito gam^'t6pi^&, 
l»i^kis-iiKe!ntidn< ' 

• • ■ • .; ■ 
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Believe I have at length difcovered what 

the Emperor was hatching here. He ha% 
fans circumlocutiont^ pxopofed to fufFer 
Pruffia tp appropriate the remainder of 
' Poland to itfelf, provided he might aft 
in like manner by Bavaria. Fortunately 
the bait was too grofs. Jt was perceived 
he offered the gift of a country which he 
had not the power to^ beftowj and the 
invafion of which wpuld be oppofed by 
Ruffia, that he might, without impedi- 
ment, feize on another which had been 
refufed him,- and of which, if once 
acquired, he never after could have 
?^ .been robbi^d. Your ambaffador, proba- 
bly, h^s.difcQvered this long before me ; 
from vvhc^ you will Jiave learnt the cir- 
cumftances. To hinri the difcoyery was 

an affair of no difficulty ; for confidence 

♦■ 
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,temiiile4nlhat the pcopoial Ihall be^rc*. 
J6^q4 ;t b^fide that iit »-a prodigidiaaifle^ 
ifk a4vs(nce; to have . the Hghti oixonkis 
rihg.\^ithj?iinift0r^ fr(to: whomAatiittay 
be.<Jivw[tjl fyHaicjfc is: not afloed. : viPar trrf 
pwn-,^af%.l cancttiljr mform you ifitriguej 
<^4< n^?i^,9i^Kln$ are carried oii, ai«d: die 
vieiy pjqifcwot I difcovcr more 1 flialf ccfn* 
fider,;i|^) ^f • my; doty, to\ fend you intelli-i 
gence, r| But I" do.net.fuppofe I: <an ^ve 
you ,aay .new ihformatiQn of. this 'kind,. 
I hay$: only pi:<»nfifed;>tQ ftqq^ifyoo 
ivith Mthe iCurrent hetrs.df the 'court 
and the icountiy,;; fTlne reft jj. btit oi 
my fphere." I wast the neceffary: ikieans 
efl^^u^Uy toi arrive afi lihe truthr^HGhod. 
grant it never- Ihould ianfeerthe Head; of 
the Emperor to alluns dre-Kingiof Kriiffla 
more adroitly, and to fayr to hitrtir^^^rgpf- 
**. fer me to take JBav&ijia, and I wiHl fuiferf 
« yop to fei4e on Saxdny ; by which y<Ju 
<* will acquire the fineft country in Gerr 
<* many, a formidabie fipn^ier, and near 
« two milUQii* of fubje|6ta ; and by vrhjcbi 
<< in a wwd> you wilj eixteiid, rouixd', a^d 
T 3 ** confQlidat? 
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^ cahfblidaie yoai^Apwmioti$. : t^kW 
^ihalliire harvauj giitot d|iffii»l^ta 
^ coBofaat. A|L al «hMa ma3ribd obviate^ 
^ k^ tnakiiig thd i:teftoi^ king tsf >P6lm»!, 
1< Therfiaxon family 'poCeTd theiiiahu ^f 
I' toffiky ; ■ ' 4Qid^ tvtn '■ l&oiitd it|ie ^king^ 
f^djxn becoma heMiiiaiy^ irhdrcSh ircraH 
!f be. idle hxconvemienoe iltirgddd) or at 
^ leailf: it very ibon wiU b* g(»«^/ ti» pdr* 
<< fefs a Arpng b^rribr againit'Ruffia.''^ 
• Shouki'th«y evirt'oonceive fiSch a pro* 
jc£t; it wiofuld be ebcectst^, wkh <hp wkb-. 
out thtt cpnfent o£ aU Eoiifopis. * Btitthis 
they h^ve not cenocived. . One ifr too kii 
confiAent^ the odhf r too; incapable ; and 
after. 6>raedifputes»'m4)fe or lefi'feFJoi]^ 
iftie Emperor >v9l filch a village perhaps 
frorh Bavatk, and die King of P^ufOa 
o6ntiniie.to crouoh under his xiDQity, 

•T^'e mis^ttfrii-ifr that to -treat him' 
thru is to tfeat ihltti with * mU^enee. 
The lowing is a-ioB: iKtirely- feeret but 
pert^n ; md whidhy better th^n ail thofe 
my preceiding diifpatche$ eontaixi) wilt 
teach you td JUtJge t^ man. Within 
^k ktftfii^H b4'hf» pai4 a d«bt of t^ 
'' mUJion 
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m off downs to dbe JBmptoah Ani 
what was this debt? — ^The< £ixi|H-eft 
'Qvwm had kot the Prince &o^d^ now 
King, of Pfuffia, a fniUacoi of fl^nins^t 
nrfalch by accumolKtii^ iatetkfi had he** 
come.* mMikn of ci;ownir.x-And <whenl 
-— lEnSflic year lyyHr^^xutiag theBavari»i 
campaign, the fetigaes of which they 
inn^jinid them^res .certain Frederic II. 
wduid&ik.under^ Thus was Ffederic 
W^zm bafe emaugh to &co^ the tnoney 
0f.^8dkia,. which be has had the imbe" 
dlUty to repay (y). H« had not the 
fcnje to fay, " Afyjkcc^sr will r^p^you!* 
No, he fandUohs the a^lof the Imperii 
coiartv^en Itm^k^ mon^ to the Princes 
iloyd of i^ffia. He imagines he has 
|idlfiU«d ^is dittiesy siS' a fovereign, when 

iff) If it be ^ ^kne fer a prince to pay Us debts, 
evpn thoygk indebted ^p an enemy, it is^acfime i^hicb 
|ia man but a politician cao difcover. It is not unplea-* 
fefit to rtinarkthat ffederic 11^ when Prince Royal, 
#agef)y fiegtjtiat^d 9 \^n \n Ruf&a^ to ptomott which, 
hisjM((]fei9 if> Couflt S«iim it^lfinh as, fie fariitite Grand 
Pukp^a dried, falip^n. Vol^ire expe£^ the largeft 
di^Mnpnd in th? crpwn 5 he received a ►eg pf wine, T, 

.; • T 4 he 
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he has had the hoQefty to pay his dib^^ 
as an individual - : . 

. Tbib iutti-total : of thefe debts amount 
to nine millions of crowns ; - and, thotigh 
I do niot indeed fuppoie that the fluents 
are any lowers, it is neverthelefs true that 
the firft months b£ his rci^ viU ^coft 
Proflia thirty-fix millions, exclnfivv- of 
common expQnceS) gifts^ gratifications^ 
penfiop^.&C4 The extraordinaries b£ the 
firfl campaign^ in which it was: neceiflai^ 
to remount all the davalryVdid' notcoft 
Frederic jLI. more than five mUlionS) or 
five millions and a half of crowns (lefs 
than a million fterling). 

I have not yet depicted the Monarch 
as a warrior ; .the trade gives him the 
fpleen^ its minutiae. fjat^iie him^ and he 
is weary of the company of generals. 
He goes to Potfdami comes on the pa- 
rade^ gives the word^ dines, and departs. 
He went on Wednefday to the houfe of 
cxercifc at Berlin, uttered a phrafe or 
two, bade the troops march, and vaniOi- 
cd. And this is the houfe in which 
Frederic IL loaded with fame and years, 

regularly 
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Mjlfg^zrlf pftfibS ifvva'liobrg daily, m tht 

:^uf@hg^priifing^ an suivord^in keepingtk^ 
4;priil6ntoiMtiri)ritips iiu ip a6tiod; 

.^ha^l*^*e tranfpoitcri to fee the old 
iWtojrfor that' was the. iepilhet they ga^ 
iumj^iat their hea(i ' 

1 V Bat Bi more impoctaiit point is the nevr 
military regulations, which havi been 
X3CmceiVed,'pttondi^ aj^rbved, and, as it 
-is faid^ are going to be printed, without 
leidier • iteriBg heen Communicated to 
Prince Heilry or; the tXiake of Briinf- 
'wic. The tendency- of this new plan 
is nothing lets than ithe.deftruftbn <rf 
the army; ' The feven beft regimciits are 
iConvertedint<i light ti^oops, and among 
.others that o^ Wimfch. I am yet una(> 
quaintdd with the particulars of l5ic 
changes made, but, attording to the 
opinion of Oeneral Mbellendbrf, had 
:Lafcy himfelf been their prdmoter, they 
would have been juft as they are. The 
worthy Moellendorf is humbled, difcou^^ 
raged, afflifted. All is under the direc^ 
tidn of Goltzj who is haughty, incapably 
7 9i 



^ dxtcu^ion* and irho holds In ii$ « pnii- 
£^fe that the . anay is too cispenfivey «mI 
(P9 nymerouiy in times of peaoB.' H« k 
pieirp«t2ualfy embipUcd witii Biflicipfi»«ts- 
der) oft^Q ohlignJ to attend to bu^Miis 
^ this ioiiid) and in fame maniier nndnr 
the neceffity of interJfiertiBj^ in' affinr^. i4 
the coDd^ft (>f Mrhich he. as not fiifyktfed 
to he equally w^ v^a^. .I'.rr: 

The Duke f>f Br^nfvric does Hot GEooe. 
He replied to fcHne peffon.ffidiohad cotat* 
j^imented him on his pramafeion) andl 
whO) in a letttvi had fuppofcd he was itsdk 
expe6):ed to asrive at BwHni that he. had 
bee];i exceedingly 4a(terod by receihrinig a 
title« which , Hp^ever he did not tlunk 
he had meFited; that he never had, and 
never ihould, coqie to '!^t\m9 unkfs feat 
for ; and of th^s he faw no immediate 
profpe^t. I have v^ good information 
that he is exceedingly di%tifted, and vnH 
dtnfibtlefs. be £b more than ever) ifaotdd 
the conftitution of the army be reverfed 
without his ppinion being aflced, who is 
the only field-ajarihal of Pnjflta* 
^ I do apt kvii^9 to afton titiat, by the 
• aid 
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^ of a thopfand gnincAS^in ci&of need^ 
0^e ivli^U fecret$ of the eabinpt of ^Im 
flaigHt fee perfciftly i»pw». The {»peni 
which continuallf am. ij^nd upon tlif 
iftl^ of the King might be read and 
cfffp^fd$^ hf two dei^ four vakts d^ 
cbasabre^ fix or tigjkktSaotmtnf and ,twd 
p9gi»^ th^'womeo «a( indudedt For 
this r^aipn the £fl3peror has an cxaiA 
Sti»fi daily journal of ihe proceedings x)f 
the King^ and vould be apqnainted wkh 
9U hts projects, were he neally to projed 
aay.thii^. * 

Never did kingdom «inoiince a more 
fpttdy decline. It is fapped on €very fide 
at oiice. The means of receipt are di- 
min^ied^ the expences art -multiplied, 
principles* are defpiftpd, the public opi-J* 
nion Iperted with, flie army enfeebled, 
the rery few people who are capable of 
l^ing employf d are difcpur^ged, Thofo 
even are difgufted to pleafe whom all 
others have been offended. Eveiy fo- 
reigner of merit is kept at a diftancei and 
the King is furrounded by the vulgar and 
0je vije, that |jc majr b? thought to 

reign 
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reign alone. This fatal phreniy is the 
HM^ fruitful canfe of all the evil which 
atprefent exift% and of that which is 
preparing for thie fotur^. 

Were I to remain here ten raters IcMiger 
I m^ht fumiih you with tiew particu- 
lars, but could not draw any new con* 
fequence. The man is judged ; his crea- 
tures are judged ; the fyftem is judged. 
>io change, no poffible improvement, 
can take place, fo long as there ihall be 
no firft miniften When I fay no change, 
I do not, by any means, wifh you to 
underftand no perfon Ihall be difmiffcd. 
Sand (hall fucceed to fandi but fand it 
ftill {hall be, a^d nothing better, tHl piles 
ihall be funl^en on which a foUudatk)n 
may be laid. What therefore (hould I do 
here henceforth B i can be of no ufe ; 
yet nothing but utility, great, diredl, im- 
mediate utility, could reconcile me to tho 
extreme indecency of the prefent atophi-^ 
bious exiftence which has been' confer- 
red upon me, ihould this exiftence be 
prolonged. ^ . 

I am obliged tp repeat that my abiln 

ties» 
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^je% iQfb^t jjix)eiit9 and what I am wortbt 
ought .at ipie^it ,to be kiiown to the 
IJLihg^ 9fl4%tP|t^€iXsd^^ If I ana c^»- 

ble: of inothing, axidm^nt nothing, I anii^ 
whi^ her^ a bad bargain. If I am of 
^me wortlt^ and may effedl fome good 
pnrpofe ; if nine months, for nine mpnths 
will have pafled away before I fliall re- 
turn; if, I fay, a fnbaltcrn tell of nine 
months, moft painful in itfelf, and dur- 
ing which I have encountered a thou- 
fand and a thoufand impediments with- ' 
out once b^ii^g aided, have enabled .m6 
to acquire fqfpe knowledge of men, fame 
infonnatio% fome fagacity, without enu- 
merating i^he , precious , contents of my 
port foliof I am then in duty bound to 
Hiyfejf to aik and either to obtain a place 
or to return ' to a private ftation, which 
will neither be fo fatiguing to body nor 
mind, nor fo barren of fame. 

For thefe reafons, I undifguifedly de- 
clare, or rather repeat, I cannot rfcpjiin 
h?re ; and I requeft my return may :be 
formally authorifed ; whether it be in- 
tended to employ me hereafter, or to re- 

ftore 



Itotolc at tBDij kkkl of tiieful ' bcd^" 
tioft. My feelings txt not luperatttniated, 
aad» though my enthtrfiafea nuty be htf* 
Btimbed, k is not extiivft. I katre itt thy 
ienfatioRft at this moment a itrong ^oof 
fo the contraiy. The day which ytns hl-« 
foitn me you have fixed for the convoca* 
don of the notables lihall rega^ as xm€ 
of the moft g^oriousr days of my life* 
This convocation no doubt wifi foon be 
followed by a national aflembly, and here 
I contemplate renovating erder, which 
filall gpve new life to the monarchy, I 
fhould think myfelf loaded witb ho- 
aoun wer« I but the meafteft fecretary 
of that a^emUy^ the project of which I 
had the happinefs to commUniGat^ and 
to which there is io much need thrt 
you Ihould appertain^ or rather that yotf 
fhould become its foul. — ^But to remain 
here, condemned to the rack, in company 
with: foolS) obliged to found and to wade 
through the foetid meanderings of aii 
adinkiiftration, each day of which is 
iignaUzed by fome new trait of cowardice 
5 and 
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fttkt {bpkiky, tl^ is.beyond my ftrengtli ; 
for I pcrcciTe no good jmrpofe it can 
e0e£k« Send tne therefore my reca!> 
wnd let me know whether I ant to pjtfi 
throogh Holland. 

There, for example, I wouW accept a 
fecret comnuffion ; becanfe pacification 
there dehiands, as an indifpenfable pre- 
liminary', a fecret agent, who can fee 
and fpeak the truth, and who is capable 
<»f captivating confidence. I do not be- 
lieve foreign pohtics afford any oppor- 
tunity of rendering greater fcrvice tt>- 
France. I fear, fmce it is necelfary .1 
fhotdd <!ohfefs n^ fears, we rdy too 
much Oft the afcendency which the ari* 
ftocracy has 'gained, of htc years, ovet 
the Stadtholderihip. I think I perceive 
the ^ftem of the .patriots has not ac- . 
qtired itif decided fuperior ity, except m 
the province of Holland, which does but 
difturl> its CO-eftatej, or at leaft in as 
much a$ it excites their animolhies. 
N4y,'at Amfterdam itfelf, the very hot- 
bed of Anti-Stadtrholder fentiments, was 
hot the 'grand council, though thefirft 

to 
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tqt K}f^ againft.- tU* ;cg>)afie^!%[>!|[;. of . the 

StjotQ^i brigade ^p England,: tl^e Jfirft ^ 
plead in favour of ^ military ;pwyoys, aod 
to demand the diimiiGon ^f . the Duke 
Louis of Br unfwic ? Was it Jiot ^aUb ,tlie 
firft to vote foif a feparate. peace/v^ith, 
England^ and for the . acceptance . of the 
mediation of Ruflja? Was apt itSi ad-^ 
jniralty> feveral of the n^erobejrs of which 
depend on the regency^ highly involved 
jn. 'the plot which, occafioned the failure 
of the Breft expedition? — Hqw can it be 
otherwife? The' fovereiga. council is 
only in poffeflion of aa imaginaiy au- 
thority. It is the burgomafter^,, w^p are 
annually changed ; or evea.the prefidcnt 
of the burgomailprs, who is changed 
once, in - three nponths; or r^her>^in 
fine» fuch among^ the burgoipafters as 
gain fgiup influence, of underftanding or 
charadber over the^ others, who iifuc 
thofe orders that direct the . importaat 
vote of the city of Amfterdam, ia the 
aflegibly of the States. When we rccol- 
le6l that the college of fherifFs, old and 
new, from which the burgomafters are 

ele6ted> 



ele^^ed, contains a great number of Eng- 
lifh partifans, and depends in fome man- 
ner on the Stadthdlder, who choofes 
thofe IherifFs, I know not how wc can 
depend upon the future fyftem of that 
city. 

It is fot- fuch reafons that I Cannot 
underftand why it fhould^ot be for our 
intereft to bring thefe difputes to a con-^ 
cliifion,' if we do not wifh to aaiiul the 
Stadtholdefftiip, which cannot be an- 
nulled without giving birth to foreigii 
and ddmeftic convulfions. And is it 
pofliblc we ihould wifh for war ? We 
ought not doubtlefs to fufFer the family , 
of the Stadtholder to remain poflefled of 
legiflative power, in the three provinces 
of <Tuelderland, Utrecht, and Over Yflel, 
by what is called the rules of tht regency; , 
for this, added to the fame prerc^ative in 
the provinces of Zealand and Groninr 
gen, inclines the balance exceflively in. 
his favdun Neither can it be doubted 
but that the power of the Stadtholder 
ought to be fubfervient to the legiflative 
power of* the dates. It is of equal ini- 

Youll. U port- 
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portancc to our fyftcm^ or rather to the 
regular fyftem of foreign politksi^ that 
the legiflative power of the (Ute& ihould 
be diredled and maintained by the imi- 
form influence of the people* But the 
pretenGons and paflions of individuals^ 
and the private interefts of the members 
of an ariftocnicy, have, in all coniUxieSt 
too often been fuppofcd the public inte*^ 
reft; which is peculiarly true here^ 
here the urnon of the Seven Provinces 
wa» formed in troublefo«ie tbnesi aad 
by the eflfe6fc of chance, fmce the peoj^e 
did not think of ere£tiog ai^puiblkan 
government till the fovereignty had firft 
been refufed by France and England^ 
Hence it refuked tb4t the regents and 
the people never were agreed colnceming 
the limitation of their rights and recipro* 
cal duties. The regents have neceflkriljF 
laboured to render tbetpfelves indepen-^ 
d^nt of the people; and the pwpje^ fup^ 
pofing, themielves. abfolute^ finc^ they 
never configned over the £bvereigpty to 
the regents^ nor have had any intereQ; 
to fupport them, have on alt critical oc- 

caiy>ns. 



cailonfe cdnntera^led their atremptB. Thk, 
was the oHgin of the Stadtholder partjr^ 
and of that fiu6luation which has hi^p"^ 
pened between thfe defpotic Will of an 
mdi^iduial) the perfidious tergiverfation« 
of the wavering, thfe feeble ariftocratical 
colleges^ and the impetnofity of an eh-^ 
raged popitliace* Should ever a link of 
union exiil between the citizens and thfe 
regents^ the deipotifm of the Stadtholder 
and the caprices of the oligarchy will 
have an end; but, while no fuch union, 
^oes ^ift, while the tndde in which the 
people mfluehce the goverririient remains 
un<feteriiiined, fo long muft the fyfterfi 
of Frailer remain infefeure* 

Preferve the confederate conftitution^ 
between the provinces and the republi-* 
can form, in its reciprocal ftate« Or, to 
reduce the propofition to the mbft fiin- 
ple terras, insteab of the owotfs an» 
illeoal recommendations of the 
Stadtholder, or of a burgomaster^ 

SVa&tltUTe ttffc REGULAk 4Nt) SALU- 
TARY recommendations of the citi- 
U a zENSt 



rrNs (z\ Sncli fhould be the palladium 
of the republic ; fuch the purfuit of our 
politics. 

This reftriftion rather demands a con- 
currence of circumftances than the fhock 
of contention. And fhall we be able to 
cfFeft it by thofe a6ls of violence which 
are attributed to us, even though they 
fhould not be ours, or by increafing fer- 
mentation on one part, and on the other 
fufpicion ? Have we not made our influ- 
ence and our power fufficiehtly felt? Is 
it not time to fhew that we wifh only 
for the aboUtion of the Stadtholder regu- 
lations, and not that of the Stadtholder- 
fliip ? And how fhall we conclude with- 
out making the conclufion tragical, fince 
it is not in human wifdom to calculate 
all poffible confequences, if we cannot 
effeiftually perfuade the perfons at Ni- 
meguen {a) that fuch is our real and folc 
fyftem. 

^ 4 

(x) Recommendations implies elections, or aEi>oInt** 
«cnts. T. 

la) The Princefs of Orange and her party. T. 

Such 
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Such is the rough draught of my pro- 
jfefllon of faith, relative to the affairs of 
Holland. From what I have faid, and 
according to thefc principles, which I 
ftiall more circumftantially develope, if 
required, in a written memorial, it may 
be eftimated whether I can or cannot be 
ufeful in the country ; farther fuppofing 
me poflefled of local information, which 
I ihaU with facility acquire. 
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JN the opinion of thefe who kRow thafe 
revolutions tSt&j^ by arms are not ei'^ 
ten thofe that overturn ftates, it is truly 
a revolution in the Pruflian monarchy 
to behold an example^ for the firft time» 
I of a titled miftrefs, who is on the point 

of fequeftrating the King, of forming a 
diftind court, of exciting cabals which 
Ihall be communicated from the palace 
to the kgionsj and of arranging affairs^ 
favourites, adminiftration, and grants, 
after a ;manner abfolutely unknown to 
thefe cold and phlegmatic countries. 
The moment of the difgrace, and the 
confequent elevation, of Mademoifellc 
Vofs approaches. Hence intrigues, far^ 
cafms, opinions, and coniedures, or ra- 
ther pirediaions. -ii- Aniid this mafs of 

fufN 
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fuppofitions, true or falfe, the following 
is what I can colle6t, which feems to have 
xnoft probability. My tranflation is ac- 
cording to the text of one of the former 
friends of Mademoifelle Vofs, to whom 
Ihe has opened her heart. 

This new Joan of Arc, on whofe he^d 

devotion would invoke the nuptial bene^ 

diftion, has been perfuaded that it is her 

duty to renounce marriage ; and facrifice 

herfelf, firft to her country ; in the 

fecond place to her lovei^s glory; and 

finally to her family's advantage. The 

country, lay her advifers» will gain a pro^ 

te£trefs who will remove covetous and 

perverfe counfellors. The glory of the 

Monarch will not be tamilhed by a 

double marriage ; and her family will 

not be expofed to the danger of behold-^ 

ing her a momentary i^rincefs, and pre- 

fently afterwjird exiled to an old caftle, 

with fome trifling penfion. They affirm 

favour will be the moi;e rapturous ftiould 

rapture not be fecured by the rite* of 

Hymen; and that the inftant this fa-? 

vour commences (he will rain gold on 

U 4 her 



her relations, with dignities and gratui* 
ties of every kind. Religious motiiVB 
have been added to motives of conveni- 
ence. It has been demonftrated that 
there was lefs evil in condefcenfion than 
in contrafting a pretended marriage, while 
the former one remained m full force. 
At length it was concluded that this v/c^ 
llm to her country's good fhould be taken to 
Pbtfdam, and offered up at Sans Souci. 
A houfe has been prepared, fumptuou/Iy 
furnilhed, fay fome, and fimply, accord- 
hig to others ; and at which are all %tt' 
paraphernalia of a favourite. 

An anecdote truly inconceivable, whicl\ 
requires confirmation, and %hich I a^ 
ftill averfe to believe, is circulated ; that 
the King proflitutes his daughter, the 
Princefs Frederica, to be the companioa 
of his miflrefs. 

Mademoifelle Vofs has a kind of na* 
tural wit;, fome information, is rather 
wilful than firm, and is very obvioufly 
awkward, which fhe endeavours to dif- 
guife by affuming an air of fimplicity* 
She is ugly, and that even to a degree j 

snd 



-.and her ojily excellence is the goodncfe 
of her complexion, which I think rather 
wan than \y'hite, and a .fine neck ; over 
which fhe threw a double handkerchief, 
the other day, as fhe was leaving Prince 
Henry's comedy, to crofs the apartments, 
faying to the Princefe JPrederica — ?ff I 
^^ muft take good care of them, for it is 
'^* after thefe they run.'' — Judge what 
muft be the manners of princefles who can 
laugh at fuch an e][|preffion. It is thi^ 
inixture-of eccentric licentioufnefs (whicti 
me/ accompanies with airs of ignorarj|: 
innocencf) and veftal feverity, which thjp 
world fays has feduced the King. Madej- 
moifefle Vofs, who holds it ridiculous to 
be Gerpian,and who is tolerably well ac- 
quainted with the Engliih language, af- 
fects ^ the Anglomania to excefs, and 
ithinks it a proof of politenefs not to love 
the French. Her vanity, which has 
found . itfelf under reftraint, when in 
tompany with fome amiable people of 
•that nation, hates thofe it cannot imi- 
tate ; moreefpecially becaufe her farcafms 
fometimes are returned with intereft. 
. Thus, 
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Thtis, for inftance, the other day, I 
could not keep filcnce, when I heard an 
exclamation — ^^ Oh ! Heavens ! when 
^ihali I fee, when (hall we have an 
^Englifti play! I really fhoiild expire 
^ with rapture I**—^ For my part, Made- 
* motfelle/ faid I, drily, * I rather wifh 
^ you may not, fboner than you imagine, 
-^ ftand in need of French play(0.* — 
All thofe who began to be offended by 
her high airs fmiled ; and Prince Henry, 
*rho pretended not to hear her, laughed 
aIoud« Her face wasfuffufed with blufties, 
«id (he did not anfwer a word ; but it is 
eafy to puni(h, difficult to correal. 

{h) The wi^ which is obfcure and almoft uninteU 
itg9>lf in the original, if vrhoSy fo m a tranflation.*- 
pm$ feldoio can he tranflaied. The French is — Omsn 
pieu! ^mnd virrd^f dmc^ qmmd y mtra*Uil ici «», 
fpe^ack Jngloii? Jh ! y$n mourrois de jmef-^Jt 
dijiriy MademoifeUfy lui dis-je ajfe% jUhiminty fue V9^s 
n*Mfe» bifolfiy pbait qui vous ne crvfiZj dtun fpeflack 
Franpis. Bj the word ffentKle I imagine the attthdr 
meant thoie/tmy aira of which^ be fuppdfad, the luSf 
would foon ftand in needy to captivate the Ki^g, when 
the charm of novelty 0iould have difappeared* T» 

^ I She 
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she has. hithertq declared opeft war 
againfl: the mytlics, and detefts thd 
daughters of the chief favourite, whQ 
are maids &S hoaoor ta the Queen. Btit^ 
as amidft h^r weakneflfes die k tranfporfe^ 
ed by devotion eveft to j&jperftitiony no- 
thing may be depended on for fututity. 
Should ambition fucceed primary fenfo- 
tions, it is to be prefumed her family will 
govern the ftate. At the head of this 
family ftands Count Finckenftein, Whofe 
tranquillity would not be difturbed by 
the fall of the empire, but who would 
with incxprefflble joy contemphte his 
children ei^afting great parts. Next in 
rank is Cdtint Schulembur^ who has 
newly been brought into the miniftry ; 
an active maa, formerly even too bufy, 
but who feems to perceive that thofe who 
keep moflt m the back ground become 
the principal glares. Thi« fjun&f pre^ 
ferves an jppirf terate hatred againit Wehiei^ 
vhe^ foFmepfy* carried off or ieduced one 
el theii^ rektioBS^ wha is at pre&^nt his 
wife^ Tq thefe we may add the prcfident 
Vtofsi the bfotbei o# the beauty ; who at 

lead 
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leafl: poiTefTes that fpirit of calculation, 
aiid th^t German avidity^ by which ibch 
perfoiv profit^ whenever fortune falh in 
their way. Should MademoifeUe Vofs 
render her fitiiation in any degree fubfer- 
yient to fiich purpofes, (he muft, while 
at Potfdami prepare the difmifiion of 
Biftiopfw^rder- and Welner, or render 
them ufelefs; for it is more the mode 
in Germany to difpenfe with fervice than 
to.difmifs. She herfelf may poflibly be- 
lli guided, and may confide in the firft 
who. (hall happen to be prefent, for {he 
is indifcreet. She depends on the con- 
ftancy of her lover ; for ihe is yet unex- 
perienced in the gratitude of mankind 
Having never yet obliged any body, fhc 
never yet has undered any one ungrate- 
ful. 

. Should this happen, affairs will remain 
ui thjeir prefect ftate, or grow worfe. 
The Y^ing will (hut himfelf «p at Pptf- 
dam ; whence however he will frequently 
make excurftons to 3erlin| becaufe be has 
contraded a habit of reftleffnefs, and be- 
caufe his favourite feraglio will always he 

at 
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at a Wothel. He will then be totalljf , 
idfe^ will tolerate rapacioufnefs, ancit as 
much as he is able, haften the ktngdom^s 
ruin, toward which it tends as rapidly 
as prefent circumftances and the visffiertut 
of the German charafter will allow { 
which does not permit madmert to com- 
mit any thiijg more than follies; and 
preferves men from the deftruftive dc^^ 
lirium of the paflions. 

Add ^ to this, the Emperor dares at- 
terhpt nothing, is confiftent in nothing, 
concludes nothing, that he approaches 
his end, and that all his brothers are pa-* 
cific— "I fhould not be aftoniflied \<rere 
the hog* of Epicurus, who at leaft is not 
^ddi£i:ed tapoftip, and confcquently will 
Hot of himfelf ruin the treafury,'to ac- 
quire, thanks to circumftances and inte- 
tefted men, a kind of glory during hi^ 
reign. 

Military regulations are again men- 
tioned. The regiments of the line are 
not to be ruined, but it feems there is an 
intentioa to form a certain number of 

battalion! 



battalions of chafTeurs, who under good 
regulations may become ufeful ; and thii 
indeed iv^s the de(ign of Fitderic II» 
Nothing yet can be affirmed on the ftib- 
jfi&L^ except that it is exceedingly ftrang^ 
that Frederic Williatn (hould imagilift 
himfelf able to efS^ any reform^ the 
ceconomical part excepted^ in the military 
fyftem^ and in the army of Frederic IL 

Prince Henry probably will have ibinfe 
influence in the arxny^ His name (lands 
the flrft on the lift^ although a fiekkmar^ 
ihal ha« been Appointed. The Kingfent 
him the lift ycfteitiiy, to affure hkn it 
was fo> by M. von Goltx himfelf. Th6y 
have given the child a bauble. Whit 
his military influehce is to be Aiufl: re- 
main a fecreti till the appe^rahCe of the 
new regulations. He is often vlfited by 
the general aidesKleHcampi Whether 
this is or is not known to, the King is 
doiibtful) and» if kno\tn) it is evident 
deceit only is meanti which indepd is a 
very fruitlefs trouble* He has flo plan 
Cipntrary to tlje politics of the kingdom^ 

Ido 
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I dp su)t fay of the csbinctf for cabinet 
there u uoae. Iisdeed he has no^ plaa 
whatever. 

Count Groertz is recaUed^ of which 
Count Hertxbeiig ws^ this moriiiiigigpo^ 
rant^ There cwnot be Si better pr^of 
that there is no defire to intterfere in the 
affairs of HoUaiady or vjot openly ; nor 
firoply to expofe the nation to a war, to 
promote the k|terefts of the Stadtholden 
Of this> unfortunately the houfe of 
Orange is not perfuadedy but of the con^ 
trary, if I may judge from the letter of 
the Priocei^^ which ca^fie by the couri^i; 
of this morning, a part of which I read 
as foon^ a& it was decyphered.^ It is in 
this point of view that ray jpurney to 
Nime^en^ under a borrowed namci and 
with fecKt authority, known onljr to hei? 
and me, may become ufefuL In thid 
fam/Q letter I have read that the patriot? 
jsure endea^ouritig^to effect a loai^ of iix-^ 
teen millions^ of floi^ins,) or upward of mi9 
piiUion three hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling, at three per cent ; although the 
province of Holland h^j^s never given 

more 
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more than two and a half per cent, and 
that they find difficulty in procuring the 
money. 

There are three bifhops here ; the 
Biftiop of Warmia, the Bifhop of Culm 
(who is of the houfe of Hohenzollem), 
and the Biftiop of Paphos. The firft 
whom I mentioned to you, in my account 
of the King's journey into PruflSa, is the 
iame whom Frederic II. robbed of near 
e^hty thoufand crowns per annum, by 
reducing the revenues of his bilhoprick 
to twenty-four thoufand from a hundred 
'thoufand crowns ; for fuch was its value 
previous to the partition of Poland. -The 
Monarch one day faid to him — " I have 
•^ not, in my own right, any great claims 
^<^on Paradife ; let me entreat you to take 
*< me in under your cloak." — ^ That I 
^ would willingly,' replied the prelate, 
< if your Majefty had not cut it fo ftiort.* 
(r)— He is a man of pleafure and of the 
world, and who is only acquainted with 

{c) This is better told in the AmcJoten aus dem 
Lehen Friedrichs des ZweiUn^ where the Bifhop fays he 
bad cut his cloak too fliort for it to Yiiicfmugglid goods. T^ 

a the 
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the finfe'arts, without other views dr pro-* 
36(^8, religious' or political. 

The fecond has been in the fervice of 
France, He has the rage ^ of preaching 
upon him, and of being. eloquent; and 
the defire of doing good ; but as he has 
alfo the rage of running in debt, and get- 
ting childreh, his ffertnons make to pro- 
felytes, and his charities relieve no diftrefs. 
The latter is a fufiragari of 'Breflau, for- 
merly a great libertine, and a little of an 
atheift ; at prefent impotent and fuper- 
annuated. 

Therfe three prelates, who are to be 
reinforced by the Bifhop of I^ujavia, and 
the new coadjutor, the Prince of Ho-, 
henloe. Canon of Strafburg, will hold no 
council; nor will they juftify the fears 
the orthodox Lutherans; and all Saxony, 
}^hd fuppofe the corner ftone of the 
proteftant religion to be laid here, have 
entertained concerning the inclination of 
the King to popery. The one came to* 
obtain the order of the blacik eagle, and 
is gratified ; the other for a benefice, 
vacant by the death of the Ahh6 Ba- 
VoL. 11. X thiani ; 
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thiani ; the Prince Biihop of Waimki 
for a money loan» at two per cent, which 
may be fufficient to fatisfy his creditors* 

Prince Henry, after having given % 
comedy and a grand fuf^r, concluded 
the banquet with a balU which began 
gloomily enough, and fo continued. 
While fome were dancings in one room, 
others were gambling at the Lotto, in 
another. The King neither danced nor 
gambled ; his evening was divided be- 
tween MademoifcUe Vofs and the Prin- 
cefs of Brunfwic. He fpojce a wcard to M» 
von Grotthaus, but not a fyllable to asiy 
body elfe. Moil of the a£lors and fpe£ta- 
tors departed before him. The Bifiiop of 
Warmia and the Marquis of Lucchefini 
were not fo much as remarked. I would 
have defied the moft penetrating obferver 
to have fufjpe£led there was a King in 
company. Languor and reftraint were 
prefeut, but neither eagernefs nor fi^at* 
tery. He retired at half paft twelve, 
after Mademoifelle Vofs had departed* It 
is too vifible that flie is the foul of hi« 
loul, and that the foul which is thus 
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wrapt up in a covering fo xoarfe is very 
diiDinutive. You mull expedt this con- 
tinual repetition ; the place of the fcene 
may chaiige, the fcene itfelf never. 

PS. The news of the recal of Goerti 
is falfe ; and» from the maxmer in which 
it Was conveyed to me, either .Couot 
4'Eft** wilhed to lay a fnare for me 
or has had a fnare laid for himielf* I am 
acquainted with circumftances which 
make me believe it poflible the negotia- 
tion fhould again be refumed I have 
not time to fay more. 

The Duke of Brunfwic Is font foir, and 
will be here in a few days. 

Count W?irtenfleben, who had for 
five months been forgotten^ yefterday 
morning was prefented with between five 
and fix hundred Crowns per annum, ancj 
the command of the regiment of Roem^j 
at Braacfenburgt 
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LETTER LXVI. 



January jqtbt 1787. The day of my departure. This 
will not befent offfooner than to-morrcw^ but it ought t§ 
** arrive before me* 

v>iOUNT Schmettau, the complaifant 
gentleman of the Princefs Ferdinand, the 
ihdifputable father of two of her children, 
had eight years quitted the army, which 
h^c left in the midft of war, angered by 
^ difdainful expreffion from Frederic II. 
and holding the rank of captain. He 
has lately been appointed a colonel, with 
the pay of fifteen hundred crowns per 
annum. The nomination has difpleafed 
the aripy, and particularly the General 
Aide-de-camp Goltz, who has been in 
harnefs five and twenty years, and ftill 
only enjoys the rank of lieutenant-co- 
lonel. Count Schniettau has ferved with 
honour, has received many wounds, nor 
. ^ . - y does 



does he want intelligence^ paiticulal-ly ia 
the art of fortification.' He has drawn 
a great number of plans which are much 
efteemed. A military manual is alfo. men- 
tioned with praifci in which he teaches 
all that is neceffary to^ be done, from the 
raw recruit to the field-marfhal. In fine 
this infringement on rank might have 
been fupportable, but there Has been 
another which has excited the height of 
difcontent. 

The commiflion of one Major Schen- 
kendorfF, the governor of the fecbrid fon 
of the' King, who gives up his pupil, has 
been antedated, by which he leaps over 
fix and thirty heads. This dangerous 
expedient, which' Frederic II. never em- 
ployed but on folemn occafions, and in 
fwour of diftinguilhed perfons, and which 
his fucceffor had before pradlifed in be- 
half of Count Wartenfleben, does but 
tend to fpread incertitude over the reality 
of military rank, and to be deftru6live of 
all emulation. It is befide infinitely dan- 
gerous when employed by a feeble Prince, 
abfurd when reforted to at the com- 
X 3 mencement 
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mencement^f bit rcigi^ and raufl: finally 
<leprive the Monarch himfclf of one of 
his greateft idburce9» the point of ho- 
ooun 

He has dcpofited five hundred thou** 
iand crowns in the provincial treafuiy, 
and has fent the transfer to Mademoifelle 
Yok. ThuSf happen what may, (he will 
always have an income of a thoufand a 
year, befide diamonds^ plate^ jewels, fur- 
niture, and a houfe that has been pur- 
x:hafed for her at Berlin ; which is a plea- 
fure houfe, for ihe does not intend to in«- 
habit it. Her royal lover has himfelf 
imagined all thefe delicate attentions, and 
the confequence is that the moft difinte- 
lefted of miftrefles has managed her af- 
fairs better than the moft artful of eo^ 
queues could have done. Time will ihew 
us whether her mind will afpire to the 
rank of favourite Sultana, 

New taxes are intended to be laid on 
<:grds, wincsi foreign filks, oyfters, coffee, 
liigar*— Contemptible refources !— As the 
jniniftry are proceeding blindfold on all 
thcfe matters, they arc kept in a kind of 

fecrecy. 
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fccrecy. It fecms they will rather nJIkc 
attempts than cany them into execu-^ 
don. 

To-day, the birth-day of Prince Henry, 
the King has made him a prefent of a 
rich box, eftimated to be worth twelve 
tboufand crowns, has fet out thie gold 
plate, and has done every thing which 
Frederic IL ufed to do, if we qmit the 
rehearfal of a grand concert, the day be-^ 
fore, in his chamber ; for he has time for 
every thing except for bufinefs. 

^ Let there be bawdy-houfes on the 
^^ wings, and I will eafily beat him in the 
^ centre;** — ^Beware that this faying of 
the Emperor does not become a pro- 
phecy. The prophet himfclf, fortu- 
nately, is not formidable ; though I 
ihbuld not be aftoniflxed were he to be 
animated by fo much torpor and bafe- 
nefs ; but, if he do not wait two years 
longer, the energy which the King wants 
may be found in the army* 

PS. The Duke of Weimar is at May- 

cncc, as it is faid, for the nomination 
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of a coadjutor ; but, as he vifits all the 
courts of the Upper and Lower Rhine, it 
would be good to keep a watchful eye. 
over him, in my opinion^ 
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Arcus & ftatuas demolitur & obfcurat oblivio, ncgligit carpitque 
pofteritas. Contra contcmptor ambitionis & infinitae pote{^ 
tatifi , domitor animus ipfa vetuftate florefcit ; nee ab ullw 
magis laudatur quam quibus miniiiie neceife eft. 

Plin. Pane^y. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



mOME imputations are at once fo odi* 
ous and abfurd, that a perfon of fenfe 
is not tempted to make them any rtply^ 
If he be a worthy man, filence is his 
only anfwer, when his calumniators arc 
anonymous^ 

But, among the abufe lately vented 
againft me, and which I have enume- 
'^ted rather among the rewards of my 
labours than eflimated as a part of my 
misfortunes, there is one fpecies of 
fcandal to which I have not been in- 
fenfible, 

I have been accufed of prefenting the 
reigning King of Pruflia with a libel 
againft the imi^nortal Frederic IL 

Frederic 
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Fi^ericilrhknrelf feotiw' me, when 
I hefitated (much as I regretted, having 
lived his contemporary, to die unknown 
to him) left I fhould difturb his lad mo- 
ments, during which it was fb natural 
to defire to contemplate a great man. 
He deigned to welcome and diftinguifli' 
me. No foreigner after me was ad- 
mitted to his converfation. The laft 
time he thus honoured me he had res 
fufed the juft' and eager requeft which 
fome of my countrymen, who had re- 
paired to Berlin to fee his military ma- 
ncEUvres, teftified to be admitted to his 

prefence. And could I, in return for 

fo honourable a diftinftion, have written 
a libel! 

Frederic is of himfelf too great for m^ 
ever to be tempted to write his panegy- 
ric. The very word is, in my appre- 
henfion, highly beneath a great king : it 
luppofes exaggeration and infincerity ; 
the wrefting or dilfimulation pf truth ; 
a view of the fubjed only on the fa- 
vourable fide. Panegyric; in fine, is to 
' : '4 ' ' ' " dif 
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difguife, or to betray, the truth ; for tKii 
is one qf its inevitable inconveniences; 
never was panegyric true or honourable 
that was devoid of reproof. I therefore 
have not, nor fliall I ever have writt^i 
the eulogy of Frederic 11. but I have for 
thefe two years paft been endeavouring 
to raife a monument to his memory, 
that ought not to be wholly unworthy 
of the labours by which his reign has 
been illuftrated, or of thofe grand lef- 
fons which his fucceffes and his errors 
Jbave equally taught. I have engaged 
in this confiderable work, which will 
fee the light in the courfe of the pre- 
fent year, and of which I make no fe-^ 
cret (a). 

The Memorial which Iprefented to 
Frederic William IL on the day of his ac- 
ceffion to the throne, was entirely foreign 
to this plan. It was intended only to lay; 

, {^) This Memorial was publifhed in 1787, and 
the work alluded to i%^^VHj/loire de la Monarchic 
Prujfunm. T. 

before 
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befere him the hopes of worthy men, 
who knew bow many events, rather 
great than fplendid, might take biitb m 
Pniffia under a new reign, and a prince 
in the prime of manhood. 

The following is the Memorhd in 
queftion, which has heen attributed to 
me as a crime. I lay my Cafe before 
the world, that the world may judge. 
I have not altered a line, though my 
opinion has varied confiderably, in 
fome circumflances, as will be feen 
in my work on Pruffia. But I ftiould 
have reproached my felf had I made any 
change, however trifling, in a memorial 
to which the venom of malignity has 
been imputed. 

It has been often aflccd what right 
I had to prefent fuch a memorial. 

Befide the thanks which the prefent 
King of Pruflia gracioufly was pleafed 
to fend me in, a letter, he has not dif- 
dained perfonally to addrefs me, in a 
numerous aflembly, at tnt palace of his 
royal uncle, Prince Henry, a week be- 
6 fore 
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fore my -departure from Berlin. This 
I have thought proper to make public, 
not in anfwer to idl<: tales» whidi never 
could deceive any perfon, but be- 
cauTe that the courage to love truth 
is even more honourable to a king, 
than that of fpeaking truth is to a pri- 
vate perfon. 
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LETTER, 

OR 

U U MO fi I A L, 

PRESE14TEP TO 

JPtlEDERiG WILLIAM 11. 



JL OU now ^rc king. — The day is cooae 
when it h^ pleafed the Creator to con- 
fide to you the deftiny of fotoe millions 
of men» and the power of bringing much 
evil, or much good, u^on the earth. The 
fceptre defcends to you at a period of life 
when man is capable of fuftaining its 
weight. You ought at prefent to be 
weary of vulgar enjoyments, to be des^d 
to pleafures, on^ only excepted— But this 
lone is the only great, the fole inexhaufti- 
Yoh. ir. * Y ble 
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ble pleafurc : a pleafure hitherto inter- 
di6led, but now in your power. You arc 
called to watch over the welfare of man- 
kind. 

The epocha at which you afcend the 
throne is fortunate; knowledge daily 
expands 4 it has laboured, it continues 
to labour for vou, and to colle6t wif- 
dam : it extends its influence over your 
iir.tioji, which fo , .many circumftapces 
ha\ e contributed in part to deprive of its 
li^^ht. Reafon has erefted its rigorous 
empire. Men at prcfent behold one of 
themfelves only, though enveloped in 
royal robes, and from whom more than 
ever they require virtue. Their fuffrages 
are not to be defprfed, and in their eyes 
but one fpecies of glory is now attainable ; 
all others are exhaufted. Military fuccefs, 
political talents, the miraculous labours 
of art,' the progrefs of the fciences, have 
each altei*nately appeared refplcndent 
from- one extremity of Europe to the 
other. ' But enlightened benevolence, 
which organizes, which vivifies empires, 
never yet has difplayed itfelf pure and 

unmixed 
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tltihiixed \3pon the throne. It is for you 
to feat it there. ' Yes, renown fo fublime 
is rcferved to jfoo. Your predecefTor has 
gained a fuiRcient number of battles, per- 
haps too n^any ; has too much wearied 
fame and' her hundred tongues; has 
dried up the fountain of military fame 
forfeveral reigns, for feveral ages* Should 
accident oblige you to become his. imi- 
tator, it is necefTary you fhould appear 
WJOrtby fo to be, in which your Majefty 
will ' not fail. But this is , no reafph why 
you fliould painfully feek honour in the 
beaten path; wherein you can but rank 
as :ferond ;. while with greater eafe you 
mky create a fuperior gjory, and which 
fh^l'bQ only.'ypurs< Frederic has en- 
forced the admiration" of men, but Fre- 
deric never obtained their love : Yes, 
Sire, their love may he wholly yours. 

SiREj your mieuji 'your ftatufe^ recal 
to min4 the heroes of antiquity.. Thefe 
to the foldier are -much ; much to the 
people, ;Whofc, fimple good lenfe aflbt 
ciiat^ the nobieft'q\aq.li^ies of jjaind to 
beauty of g^erfon ; at)d fuch was the firlj 
r r Y z intension 
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intention of natuif • In your pctfoii the 
heroic form is embellifhed by moft re-* 
markable tints of nuldnefs^ and calm be^ 
nevoleAce, which promife not a little^ 
even to philofophers« You have a feeU 
ing hearty and thei long neceflity of be^ 
having with circumfpe^tion moft h&ve 
tempered that native bounty which 
otherwife might have made you too com** 
pliant. Your nnderftanding is juft ; by 
this I have often been ftrock. YoureJ^ 
cution is nervous and precife. You have 
, ieveral times demonftrated that 3rou pof*- 
fefs an empire over yourfelf. You have 
not been educated, but you have not 
been fpoiled; and m$n pofTefled of 
energy can educate -themfelves. They 
are daily educated by experience, and 
thus are taught what they never forget. 
Your means are great. You are the 
only monarch in Europe who, for from 
being in debt, is pofleffed of treafufesl 
Your army is excellent, your nation dch 
cile, Ic^al, and poffeiftd of much'^iteor^ 
public fpirit than might be expefted, in 
f« flavifli a conftitution. Som£ part© of 

the 
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jthe adminiftratiQn gf Prufliai fuch as its 
fefponfibility and confiftency, whiph arc 
purely military, merit great praifes. One 
pfyour uncles^ crowned with glory and 
fucccfs, poffefles the confidence of Eu- 
fope^ the genius of a herp) and the foul 
of afage« He is a coynfeUor^ a coadju- 
tQty » friendi whom nature and defliny 
h?tve fent you| at the foment when you 
Jiave moft need of him, at the time when 
thfe tnorg voluntary your deference for 
bim fhall be, the more infallibly will it 
acquire you applaufe. You have rivals 
jh poweri but not a neighbour who is in 
reality to be feared. He who feemed to 
proclaim himfelf the moft formidable 
has top long threatened to ftrike (b). He 
has been taught to know you. He has 
haftily un4ertaken| and as h^ftily re- 
nounced. He will ^ain renounce his 
new projects. He will require all, will 
obtain nothing, and will never be any 
thing more than an irrefplute adven- 
turer, a burthen tp himfelf and others. 

(i) The Emperor Jofeph !!• T, 

Y31 ipQ 
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To prefervc yourfelf from his attempt^ 
you need but to fufFer his contradi6lory 
projeds to counteraft each other. 

You, Sire, are the only prince who 
are under the indifpenfable necefllty of 
performing great things, and from whom 
great things are expe6ted ; and this ne- 
ceflity, this cxpeftation, ought to be. 
enumerated among your beft refources. 
—How admirable is your fituation ! How 
meftimable are the advantages you bring 
to that throne, whereon being feated 
your power is boundlefs ! — A power for- 
midable even to the pofleffor ! But be it 
remembered that grand inftitutions, im- 
portant changes, and the regeneration of 
empires, appertain only to abfolute mo- 
narchs. — Deign, Oh deign, to acfeept the 
good that Providence has ftrewed beneath 
your feet ! Merit the benefadlions of the 
poor, the love of the people, the refpe6l 
of Europe, and the approbation of the 
wife ! Be juft, be good ; and you will be 
happy and great. 

Great. This, Sire, is the title you 
wilh J but you wifti it from hiftory, from 

futurity J 
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futurity^ you would difdain it from the 
lips of courtiers, whom you have heard, 
and whom you Jha/l hertziter much of- 
teher hear, prodigal of the groffeft praife* 
Should . you do that which the fori of 
your flave could have hourly done better 
than yourfelf, they will affirm that you 

HAVE PERFORMED AN EXTRAORDINARY 

ACT. Should you obey your paffions, 
they will affirm — you have well done. 
Should you pour forth the blood of 
your fubje£ts as a river does its waters, 
they will pronounce — you have done 
well. Should you tax the free air, they 
will affert--^You have done well. 
Should you, puiffant as ^ou are, become 
revengeful, ftill would they proclaim you 
had DpNE WELL. — So they told tha jn^ 
•toxicated Alexander, when he plunged his 
dagger into the bofom of his friend- 
Thus they addreffed Nero, haying affaf- 
fmated his mother, 

But, Sire, you need only to feel thofe 

fentiments of juftice which are native tp 

your bofom, and thajt enlightened con- 

icioufnefs qf benevolence which ypu poff- 

Y4 fefs; 
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fcfs ; your own heart will be your judge] 
and its decrees will he confirmed by your 
people, by the world, and bypofterity^ 
The eileem of thefe is indifpenfable ; 
and how eafily may their efteem be obr 
tained ! Should you indefatigably perform 
tlie duties of the day, and not remit it$ 
burthenfomc labours till the ttorrow^ 
fhould you by grand and prolific priftci- 
pies know how to fimplify thefe dutiesj^ 
fo that they may be performed by a fiilgle 
man; Ihould you accord your fubjcft^ 
all the liberty th«y are capable of enjoys 
ing; fhould you proteA property, aid 
induftiy, and foot out petty oppreflbrsij 
who, abufing your name, will hot permit 
men to do that for their own advantage 
which they might without injury to 
others ; then will the unanimous voice 
of mankind beftow bleflings on your au: 
thority, and thus render it more facred^ 
and more potent. All things will then 
become eafy to you, for every /will and 
every power yirill unite with your will 
and your power, and your labours; will 
daily accjuire ne\y enjoymenti^ Nature 

' has 
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|ias rendoFed lal^ur neceffaiy ta man; 
but (he ha^ alfo b^ftowed on him this 
precious advantage that the chaijge of 
labour is, at once, a recreation to him, 
and a fpurcg of pleafure. And who 
niore tkm a monarch may live ac- 
pording to this order of nature? A phi- 
lofopher has faid-r-^* No man was fo op- 
^f preffed by languor as a king." — He 
pught to have fjiid a slothful king. 
How can languor overcome a fovereign 
who ftiall perform his duties ? How may 
he better maintain his body in health, or. 
his mind in vigour, than when by labour 
ht preferves himfelf from that difguft 
which all i^ien of underftanding muft 
feel, amidft the babblers and the para- 
fites who ftudy but to corrupt, lull, be- 
numb, and pilfer princes ? — Their whole 
art is to infpire him with apathy and de- 
bility ; or to render him impotent, ralh, 
and indolent. — Your people will enjoy 
your virtues ; for by thefe x>nly can they 
jprofper, or improve. Your courtiers wilt 
applaud your defeats ; for on thefe de- 
pend their influence and their hopes. 

Habit, 
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Habit, Sire, no lefs than accklent, in^ 
fluences men; and habit is determined 
by the beginning. Therefore is* the com- 
mencement of a reign of fuch value. 
Every thing is hoped, and the flighteft 
effort feconds and confirms that hope, 
increafing it a hundred fold. By the 
pleafure of having done, we are ftrength- 
ened in the love of doing good; and that 
which is wiihed is rendered more eafy by 
that which has been effefted. . ^ 

The beginning, Sire, depends a1)fo- 
hitely on yourfelf. Acquire none but 
good habits ; give no. encouragement to 
thofe that are frivolous. Difplay the 
man of order, the lover of the public 
welfare. You will foon be joined by all 
your minifters and all . your courtiers. 
Emulation will fpring forth, and wifdom 
will inevitably be the refult. Emulation 
will aid you to judge the underftandings 
of thofe by whom you fhall be approach-^ 
ed. It rriay fometimes excite or produce 
qi happy projedt, and you will even turn 
that propenftty to flattery which cannot 

totally 
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totally be expelled from courts to the 
good of your people. 

You may immediately afcertain to your- 
felf that liberty of mind which grand 
affairs require, by interfering only >vith 
fuch as appertain to the fovereign autho- 
rity, arid by leaving to your magiftrates 
and minifters all thofe which naturally 
Ihould come uiider their confideratibn. 

More than one eftimable monarch has 
rendered himfelf incapable of reigning 
with glory, by overburthening his mind 
with private affairs. As, Sire, it will - 
become you always to govern well, it will 
alfo be worthy of you not to govern too 
much. Wherefore fhould a king con- 
cern himfelf with civil government, which 
can be better exercifed without his aid? 
Authority once eftablifhed, external fafety 
afcertained, civil and criminal juftice ad- 
miniflered alike to all clafTes of citizens^ 
landed property accurately eftimated fo 
as to be judicioufly affefTed, and public 
works, roads, and canals wifely attended 
to ; what more has government to tranf- 
;^6t } It has but ^o enjoy the induftry of 

the 
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the people ; who, while a&ive for theip 
own intereft^ are alfo a£iing for the in*!' 
tereft of the ftate and the fovereign« 

The king who (hall examine whether 
it be not the tnoft wife not tq lay any re^ 
flraint on the gisaeral affairs and bufi^ 
nefs of meni is yet to be born ; yet this 
is the king who would govern like % 
God ; and, by the miftiftry of reafon^ 
leaving the intereil of each individutfi to 
himfelf^ would afcertain to all the fruity 
of their induftry and their knowledge, 
Where men are mod free there will they 
be mod numerous; and there alfo will 
they pay the moft fubmiffion| and have 
the greateft attachment^ to authority : 
for authority is effentially the friend of 
that freedom which it prqte^ls. JNo man 
would require n^ore than to be left at 

LIBERTY AND IN PEACE. 

You furely, Sire, are not to be told 
that the mania of enaiSUng and reftrain- 
ing laws is the charafteriftic of inferior 
minds ; of men incapable of generalizing ; 
who feed on timidity, and fhake with 
ridiculous apprehenfions. This import- 
ant 
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ant tmth will indicate to yoti the refoT^. 
xnatidb you ought to make ; and how 
much better you will govern than yoiir 
predecef&rs^ and rn^als^ by governing lef». 
There are donbtlefs s^ :*njultitude <3^ 
.good, ufeful,. iwceffitry^ and even xirgetit 
thinggj which it will beimpoffible yon 
fliould immediately eKecute..' You muft 
firfl learn thiim^ muil combine and leave 
them tp rip^a. And whenefiDre fliould 
yov coniide in the- opinion of another ? 
Thi$ is. one of the grand errors of whicli 
you ought to he aware^ as you ought alio 
qf bemg obliged to retradtwthat you have 
done. The inomfiftency . of that fove^- 
rf^n, among your rivah, who has at*- 
tempted the moit^ has been more inju« 
rious to the political rcfpedl in which ht. 
anight have been held thaji his worft er- 
rors. Not only therefore inuft you learn 
what is to do, but, Whkh is more diffi^ 
cult, you niuft perhaps inftru<9: your 
iniidifters, and certainly your people. Let 
peifuafion precede legiflatiot^. Sire ; iiid 
you will meejt no cootradii^ioh, ^nd fcarcer 
fy any impediments in thofe operations 

which 
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ferVe the forms of freedom inftead of 
thofe of brutalizing flavery* 

Throughout Europe, Sire, land in 
Pruffia particularly, men have had thiJ 
ftupidity to deprive themfelves 6f one of 
the moil ufeful inftin&ive feelings on 
which the love of our country can be 
founded. Men are required to go to 
war like fheep to the flaughter-houfe ; 
though nothing could be more eafy than 
to unite the fervice of the public with 
emulation and fame. 

Your fubjefts are obliged to fervc front 
eighteen to fixty ; and this they with 
good reafon fuppofe to be the rigorous 
fubjeAion of fervility. The militia of 
France is the fame ; and though lefs 
cruel is hateful to the people. Yet the 
Swifs have a fimilar obligation, which 
commences at the age of fixteen, and they 
believe themfelves to be free m«i. 

In faft, that natural confederacy which 
induces citizens of the fame condition to 
repel the enemy, and to defend their own 
and their neighbour's inheritance, is fo 
manifeft, and the exercife of it is fo pleaf- 

3 ^ i^giy 
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ingly attraiSliVe to youths that it is in- 
coiigeivable faow tyranny could be fo weak 
as to render it a burthen. 

Impart) Sir£> to this obligation tYk 
forms of freedom and of fame, by making 
it voluntaryi and neceffary in order to 
merit tfteem ; by rendering it a point of 
.honour ; and your army will be better 
conditioned^ while your iubje^s (hall 
itiiagide they are, :atid (hall fedlly be, re*- 
liered from a yoke moft odious. 

Begin by remitting ten years of fer^rice : 
your army then wiU not be debilitated by 
age. 

Let your peafants afterward form na- 
tiohal^ companies,, in all pariilitiet, that 
j(haU exercifc every Sunday* 

Let fuch national companiei^ ch^e 
their oWn grenadiers; and from dicft 
Jet the recruits for your regimeftb bfc 
feledied; not by your officers, »ot by 
the ittagiftrates, but by the pluraMty of 
votes^ among their comrades. Arbi- 
trary proceediags would vanifli^ choice 
would become diilindlion, and the pa*- 
riflies refponfiWe for the foldierfi diey 

Vol. II. Z have 
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hav:e fupplied. Being obliged to fill up 
their own vacancies when drafts are 
made the regiments would be always 
Complete, t^ithout effort, without ty- 
ranny, and without murmur. 

Kings who have created power, impa- 
tient of enjoyment, have not confided in 
general principles. They have feared 
that the f)eople they have invited into 
their countries (hould too foon be dif- 
gufted, by the difficulties they muft 
have to encounter at the beginning. 
Hence thofe tyrannical regulations, by 
the aid of which they have intended to 
fix the wretch to the foil on which he 
had been planted. In the prefent ftatc 
of your kingdom, there is no pretext for 
the continuance of this error. It is time 
Jto eradicate flavery at which the heart 
revolts, which drives away good fubje6ts, 
t)r infpires.them with the defire of efcap- 
ing. Banilli therefore all unneceiTary con- 
ftrajnt ; and this, which of ajl others 
is. the moft abhorrent, and the mofl un- 
"Cieceffary. 

Yet, before deciding on any plan for 
' .: . the 
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tke recruiting of the army, it is requiflti 
to confider, with all the attention which 
it merits, that of the moft worthy of your 
minifters, Baron Hertzberg, who to-^a 
comprehenfive knowledge of the wounds 
6f Pruffia, and the means of profperity 
and 'Cure, joins the higheft degree of 
publig fpirit-and patriotic love. He fup^ 
pofes it poffible to recruit the ar^y by 
itfelf, fo as to provide for every thmg 
that the moft reftlefs ftate^ of politics can 
require. Perhaps^ and probably, his plan 
and mine may coalefce. It is incontefta-* 
bly one of thofe which ought to be ex* 
ecutcd at the very beginning of youib 
reign ; but let it be preceded by a law 
of enfranchiftment, which (hall procure 
your efforts the univerfal fuffrages of 
mankind, and their combined aid* 

It Is not to a man fo worthy as you, 
SiRE^ — (and what greater praife can be 
beftowed upon a King ?) — it is not necef-^ 
fary to recommend, with refpeft to en- 
rolments, the religious obfervation of all 
the ftipulations fo unworthily violated by 
your ^rfcdeceflbrs, or the pious rewarding 
Z 2 of 
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of foMiers who have dillinguifheel them* 
fclvcs by long and loyal fervice.— Alas ! 
SiRt, 1 have fecn slmi bfeftbwed, under 
the windows of your palace, upon men 
who, while yoti were yet in yotir cradle, 
have {hfed their blood in defence of yout 
family. - Your generous equity doubtlefs 
will foften the rigour df fheir deftinr. 
Remember alfo the duty, the neceffity, of 
educating the children of foidierS, who at 
•prefcnt are perifhing in the moft deplora- 
ble manner, in the orphan-houfe of Potf- 
dam, where more than four thoufarid are 
huddled together. Humanity implores 
your protection of thefe wretched vidims, 
and provident policy, which but too loud- 
ly affirms how requifite a great army will 
long be to the Pruffian ftates, will point 
out the real Value of thefe children* 

Men ought to be happy in your king- 
dom, SlRE ; grant them liberty to Ifeave 
their country, when not legally detained 
by individual obligations. Grant this fr^e^ 
dom by a formal edid. This^ SlAfij ii 
another of the eternal laws of equity ; 
which the fituation of the times dcaiaiirdS 

(hould 



[ 341 ] 

ihpul4.be put iaeXecutbn ; which will do 
you infinite good^ and which wiU not rob 
. you of one enjoyment ; foi you/pepple can 
oo vfhf^^ feiek » better cooditiftft thaa 
thgtt wjikh it depends on you to aiFordi 
th^oii; »nd could they be happy elfewherc 
they wou)d not b? detained by ywr pror 
hibitiontf. Leave fuch laws to thofe pow-t- 
ers that have been defirous to reodjer' pfptr 
vinces prifons, forgetting th8,t thi$ w^f 
hut to. make them hateful. Th» moft 
tyra^jpic^i laws rgfpf 6ting emigration h*v^ 
pnj[y injip^Ued the people to emigrjtijQi 
4g»inft the very wifh of n^ture^ a^d per'' 
baps the moft pqwerful of ^11 wifhQ$^ 
which attache? insP to his native foii* 
How does thf JLapiaqder cherith the de^ 
folate climate under which he k .bofn I 
And would the inhabitant pf a kingdom 
enlightened by milder funs pronounce his 
pwn biiniOxment, did not a tyrannical adt 
miniftration render the benefits erf nature 
ufelefs, or abhorred ? Far frpm difperfiog- 
men, a law of enfranchifement would but 
detain them in what they would then 
pall their gqop cpuntrx; ^r4 which 

Z 3 they 
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they would prfefer to lands the moft fer-* 
tile : for man will fubmit to every thing 
that Providence impofes ; he only mur^ 
murs at injuftice from man, to which if 
he docs fubmit < it is with a rebellious 
heart. Man is not a tree rooted to the 
earth in which he grows, therefbrfe^ per* 
tains not to the foil. He is neither field, 
meadow, nor brute ; therefore cannot be 
bought and fold. He has an interior 
conviftion of thefe fimple truths ; nor 
can he be perfuaded that his chiefs have 
any right to attach him to the glebe. 
AH powers in vain unite to inculcate a 
do6lrine fo infamous. The time when 
the fovereign of the earth might conjure 
him in the name of God, if fuch a time 
ever exiftcd, is paft ; the language of 
juftice and reafon is the only one to 
which he will at prefent liften. Princes 
cannot too often recolleift that Englifh 
America enjoins all governments to -be 
juft and fage, if governors do not wi(h to 
rule over deferts. 

Abolilh, Sire, the traltes formnes (d) 

[d) The twentieth, levied on all merchandize entering 
pr leaving the kingdonj* T. 

an4 
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and the drmts iTaukii^ fe). Of what be- 
nefit to you can fuch remains 'of iFeudar 
barbafiftfi be ? Do n6t wait for a fyftem* 
of recipfodty, which-ififever, has aiiy other* 
efFeftthan-that oflohger detaining nations 
in a ftate of folly and warfare. That 
which is gobd for the pl-'ofperity'ef any- 
country needs^no reciprocity. Objeftibns 
of this kind are \ but the f&olifli bb» 
jeddbns of. vanity * tShdialdthe tyranny 
whichiisexcrcifcd.Q^rfer man andr property 
in. cine ; ft ate be to' the lofs of another, ^ 
this is- an additional reafon why. the latter; 
fhouldipst ah end to fuch abfurd xniif^- 
toms. Similar abfurdities perhaps have 
obliged itsJown-fobjedbs to feek their for- 
tune eMewhere, . and have even made 
them forbear to return and bring the 
fruits, of their labours back to the country 
that gave them birth. As nothing is want- 
ing but that fome one fliould begin, how 
noble, how worthy is it' of a great king 
to be the firft ! Your commercialvfubjeftsi 
who af e fomewhat Wealthy could not ac^ 

{i) The feituro of the ef&as 6£ foreigners, who lia^ 
pf n to ^e in the kingdom. T. 

Z 4 qijire 
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quire thmr wealth %t hoine» tkey wtan^ 
obliged to feek it in foreiga coua-^ 
tries ; who ther«fori^ SirSs is hiqk in* 
tereftf d thai^ you are to fet the OKtsopk 
o£ abolitiQUf where to exa^ is £3 atro- 
cipus ? Have E^gf and and Holland wait** 
ed to renounce fqch rightSi till you fhould 
hav$ r^mnjnced.thcm in their heh^f? 

One of the m^ft urgent changes which 
demands your attention^ and which a 
word may accomplifh^ is a law to nsftore 
to the plebeians the liberty to purcha^ 
patrician land^, with aU their aa^exed 
Bghts. The execution of the ftrange 
decree. by which they were deprived of 
this liberty has been ip iniquitoufly in« 
fii^bd that, if a patrician eftate was fold 
for debt, and a plebeian was defirous of 
paying all the creditors, with an ad- 
ditional fum to the.debtor^ he was not 
allowed fo to do, without an exprefs 
e^er from the King. This or<kr was 
generally refufed by your predeceffor; 
and the patrician by whom th^ creditors 
were defrauded, and the debtor kept 
«litha\}t refonrce, had the prc^rence. 

What 
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W)}a.t was the confequeiice pf tkls abfur4 
r»wJ The debafem^nt qf the prfc? c^ 
landj th^t is to fay of the firft riches of 
th^ ft^tf, ^nd highly to the difadvantago 
of the j^,<>bie kf^dbolders ; the decay of 
agFiculture, vhiph was before difcoviraged 
by ib mftny other caufes, and of credit . 
9i)i<Pf9g the gentry; the aggravation of 
that ffi^fid prejudice which wrongs the 
^tlft^n and renders the patrician ftupidt 
by making hira fuppofe his honouraWe 
rights ar€ a fufl|cient fowce of refpe^ 
apd that he need nof acquire any other ; 
in fine ^he abfolute fieceffity ttiat thoio 
|d^beian8 Ihould quit the country who 
Jia4 ficquired any capital ; for they could 
not employ their naoney in trad?, that 
))eing ruined by monopoly ; por in agr^- 
cqlture, becaufe they wer^ not aljaw^ 
to hope they ever might be l4n41i©W^ 
^rs (/). Is not Meckknbvrg ftiU o# f h? 

(f) Bourgeoifie ^nd Rpturi^rs an; teri^is wiucl| ztt 
here tranflated by the wqrd plebeiaj;, ^nd this \^ord ^ 
meant to include all clafTes, whether of iradefmen, 
hufbandmen, or liberal proftfifions, that tig not apper- 
tain to tl>e mhHityn T. 

traders 
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traders of Stettin, and Kcenigfberg, &c. 
who have employed the wealth they 
gained, during the laft maritime war, in 
the purchafe of the eftates of the ruined 
noHlity of that country ? This, SmE, 
would be a heavy lofs to you^ w^re Meck- 
lenburg always to be feparated from your 
kmgdom ; a lofs beyond the powers of 
calculation, were the fame regulations 
hereafter to fubfift. It is a remark which' 
could not efcape fagacious travellers, that 
wealthy merchants have delighted, in re** 
tirement, to betake themfelves to agricul- 
ture. The moft barren land betofcies 
fruitful in their poffeffion. They labour 
for its improvement, and bear with them 
that fpirit of order, that circumftantial 
precifion, by which they grew rich in 
trade. Wherever merchants can pur- 
chafe, and wherever trade is honourable, 
there the country flourifhes, and wears 
the face of abundance and profperity. 
Commercial induftry awakens every other 
kind of induftiy, and the earth requires 
that ingenious tillage which animates 
vegetation in the moft ungrateful foil. 

Ah J 
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Ah ! Sire, deign to recollefl: this tillage 
never was invented on patrician lands ; 
for this we are indebted to thofe cona-t 
tries, where illuftrious birth vaniilies^ 
w^hen merit and talents appear. .^ 

Aboliih, Sire, thofe fenfelefs preroga- 
tives, which bellow great offices on meii 
who, to fpeak mildly, are ndt above lae^ 
diocrity ; and which are the caufe that 
the greatcft number of your fubjtfks take 
no intereft in a country where they have 
nothing to hope but fetters and humili-- 
ations* Beware, Oh I Beware, of that 
univerfol^ariftocracy which is the. fcourge 
of monarchical ftates, even more thaa 
of nepi^jbliicsr; an arifk)cracy by which, 
from one end of the earth to the other^ 
the hunjan* fpeeies is opprefFed. It is the 
intereft of the moft abfolute monarch; ta 
promulgate the moft popular maxims* 
The people do not ' dread and^ revile 
kings, but. their minifters, their courr 
tiers, their nobles ; in a word the arifto- 
cracy. Oh did the king but knpw!" 
T— Thus they exclaim.^^They daily in*? 
vpjje the xoydl authQPtyj ^nd are;alway^ 

ready 
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ready to arm it againft ariftocracy. And 
whence is the power of the prince de- 
fwedy but from the people; his perfofial 
fafdyi-bnt from the people; his wealth 
and fplendor, but from the people ; thofe 
benedictions ^ich alone can make him 
more than mort^> but from. the peopled 
And who are the Qnemies of the fove** 
reign, but the grandees ; the members of 
the aiMiocracy^ who require the king 
ihould bd only THE first among equals^ 
and who, whercirer they could, have left 
him no other jaSe-diiineQce than that of 
rank) reicrving power to themfclves ? By 
what ftrange error doe^ it happen that 
kings debafe their friends, wliom they 
deliver up to their enemies? It is the in- 
tereft and the will of the people that 
the prince (hould never be deceived. The 
intereft and the will of the nobility are 
the very reverie. The people are eafily 
fatisfied : they give and alk not. Only 
prevent indolent pride from bearing too 
heavy upon them ; leave but the career 
open which the fupreme Being has 
pointed out to them at their birth, and 
7 they 
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they will not mtirtoiit. VfYiitt is tht 
hionarch who could ever fetisfy the &6* 
ble, the rich^ the great? Do tbiyfcvfcf 
teafe to afe ? Will they ever ceafe ? 

StVLt^ equality of rights ^onong thofe 
whd fupporl the tht^m Will form iti 
fii-mc^ bafisr Changes of this kind can-^ 
hot be fuddenly made; yet there ift ont 
of tbefe which cannot be too fuddenly i 
iet no perfon who wifhes to approach 
the throne, whatever may be his rank 
in life, be impeded by the prerogatives of 
the great. Let men feel the ncceflity of 
equal merit to obtain preferences :lt is 
for you to level diftindiohsi ami fcaJj 
^ merit in its proper placdi 

Declare open war on the prtpjt^Q 
which places fo. great a diftanc^e betWdea 
military and civil fun6lioiis. .It is a pre^ 
Judice which, under a feeble prince, fuch 
as your auguft family^ like every otheTi 
may fottie time prtxliace, willcxpofe th« 
country, and the crown itfelf, to $il th« 
convulfions of pretorian anarchy* Tht 
ofiker, and the foldier, Sihe, ihould okdf 
he proud in the pr<£t&8t of the £be« To 
t their 
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their countrjrmen thejr fhould be hro^ 
• thers: and^ if they defend their fellow 
citizens^ be it remembered they are paid 
by their fellow citizens. In a kingdom 
like yourS) perhaps^ the warrior ought to 
have the firft degree of refpeft ; but he 
ought not to have it exclufively- if you 
have an army only you will never have 
a kingdom. Render your civil officers 
more refpedable than they were under 
your predeceflbn Nothing is more ju/t, 
m more eafy to accomplifh* The prince 
who reigns over the affedtions engages 
them by the iimpleft attentions. Fre- 
deric IL had the frenzy of continually 
wearing a uniform, as if he were the king 
only of foldiers. This legionary habiliment 
did not a little contribute to difcredit the 
civil officer. How happened it he never 
felt it was impoffible a fovereign ftiould 
render men efiimable for whom he never 
would teftify eftecm? He who attempts 
to make thofe incorruptible to whom he 
will not afccrtain pecuniary independence 
will, be equally, uafuccefsful. Let the 
civil officer. Ik better. paid; and never 
-:>.': 5 forget, 



[ 3SI ] 

forget, Sire, that ill-pay is iU-oeconomy. 
. Among a. thoufand examples, I will but 
cite/the enormous frauds that the Pruf- 
.fianadminiftrators^have, forfome years, 
committed on the? public revenue. By 
an inconfiftcncy, which is important in 
its effedls, the financiers have been held 
in too much contempt, and thofe who 
have been convifted of a6ls the moft 
diftioneft have been too flightly puniihed* 
Such partiality could only raife the indig- 
nation of the poor, and encourage the 
fraudulent; who foon lea^^ned that to 
bribe an accomplice was to diminifti the 
danger. 

Prompt and gratuitous juftice is evi- 
dently the firft of fovereign duties. If 
the judge have no intereft to elude the 
law, and can receive only his faiary, gra- 
tuitous juftice is foon rendered ; and will 
be equitable, fhould your infpedlion be 
a<$tive and fevere, and Ihould you never 
forget that feverity is the firft duty of 
kings. This grand regulation of render- 
ing juftice entirely gratuitous will, for- 
tunately, not become burthenfome in 
- yowr 
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your ftates ; for your pcppk ^6 well in- 
c}ined> and not addiSbed to litigious diP- 
potes* But^ burthmifottie 6^r nftt, that 
which is ftrid: equity is alw^yfe heceffai^* 
Juftice, SiRE^ precedes utility irfdf 5 Sr 
rather where juftice is not there is th^fe 
ilo. utility* The judge ought tfe be ptol 
by the public, and not to recdve fee** 
To deny this were abfurd ; for Muft not 
judges fubfift, though there fiiould not^ 
foir a whole year, be a fingle laW-fuit ? 

Be you^ SiRfij the firft to retidar the 
admirtiftfation of juftice gratuitous* 

Be you alfo the firft in whdffc dates 
all men> who wiCh to labbur, ftiall find 
Work. All who breathe ought to feed 
by labbur. It is the firft lalv of nature^ 
ftnd prior to all human conventiohSi It 
is the bond of fociety* The g&verftiftcnt 
that fliould negleft to multiply the pft>* 
du(9:s of the earth, and that (bould not 
l^ve to each individual the ufe and pr^ 
fits of his induftry, would be the accom- 
plice or the author of all the crimes ei 
men, and never could punifti a culptit 
without committing a murder ; for each 

xnan^ 
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tosBi, -wko oflPers Ufepiir m ex:chaogefor 
food) and meets refuf^I, is the natur^ 
land l^itimate enemy of other men, and 
has ft. right to make war upon foeipty;. 

Every where, in country aa weU as in 
town, let honfeS'Of indqftry be kept open 
lat the expense of govwim^nt; tb^t^ny 
ixiaO) <tf any country, may there gain hi» 
livelihoad; by hia labour;- and that yovtr 
fubje^ there may bs t^i^t the vaius 
t>f time and induftcy. . 

Such inftitutjonj) St re, would be m 
burthtni they would pay themfeWes* 
*rhey would op^h a road to trad^ fi^cili-'. 
Itote the fale of natural prOdu^Sj enrich 
your jjaadfi, and improve your finances. 

Such, Sire, are the ini^itutions which 
beconw a great king; and not manufi^cr 
Itures prot6«aed by ^xcludve privUeges, 
Whieh only can be ftjpported by injwftice 
j^d mountains of gold, and whidi do 
|>Ut contribute to eprigh a very fmalJ. 
Jiumber of men ; or to endow bofpitals, 
"which, if th«re were i?o poor, would creatf 
paupers. 

There are, al^! too many poor ii\ 
Vot. 11. A a Pruffia, 
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Pruffia, efpectally at Berlin, and tht 
poverty of whom demands your atten*. 
tion. In your capital, it cannot be faid 
without a painful emotion, a tenth of the 
inhabitants receives public alms ; and this 
number annually augments. It is no 
doubt neceiTary to limit the extent of 
cities, where exceflive populatic»i is pro- 
ductive of the word: confequences. In 
thera not only poverty takes birth but 
the worft of poverty, becaufe it is not 
known how it may be remedied. The 
poor of cities are beings that have loft all 
good properties, moral and phyfical. But, 
fpeaking in general, the bed opponent 
to this increafmg poVerty would be the 
houfcs of induftry before mentioned, 
where all men who have arms may la*- 
bour ; and not thofe ufelefs trades, which 
are wretched in their pomp, and ferve 
but to encourage the luxury of fplendor, 
which already eats, up your kingdom ; 
nor thofe hofpitals, fruitful fources of 
depredation, of benefit .only to their di- 
rectors, which ingulph fums fo confix 
dcrable; while your fchools, efpecially 

thofe 
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tlibfe of the open country, are fo ncg- 
lefted, and fo miferable, that the fala- 
ries of fome c^f the head ihafters fcarcely 
Stmotint to fifteen crOWn's a year. Let 
your Majefty fit y<3ur fubje^ts for labour 
hy a proper mode of inftru6lIon, and they 
will HaVe A6 need of hofpitals. 

You are not ignorant, Si&e, that to in- 
ftruft is oiie of the moft imp6rtant duties 
€)f the Sovereign, ais it is ohe of his greateft 
fources of wealth. The moft able man 
tould do nothing without forming thofe 
tvho furround him, and whom he is 
obligied to employ \ nor without teach- 
ing them his language, and familiariz- 
ing them with his ideas and his princi- 
J)les. The entire freedom of the prefs 
therefore ought to be enumerated among 
your firft regulations ; not only becaufe 
the deprivation of this freedom is a de-» 
J)rivation of natural right, but becaufe 
that all impediment . to the progrefs of 
the human Underftanding is an evil, an 
exceflive evil J and efpecially to your- 
felf, who only can enjoy truth, and hear 
A a' 2 truth, 
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trathy from the prefs, whkh {hould bd 
the prime minifter of good kiugs. 

They will tell you, Sire, that with re^ 
fpeft to. the freedom of the prefs you csA 
add nothing at Berlin. Sut to ^bolilS) 
the cenforihip, of itfelf fo ufelefs, arwJ . 
always fo arbitrary, would be'mucljf If 
the printer's name be inferted in thp title 
page, it is enough, perhaps more than 
enough. The only fpecious objedion 
againft an unlimited freedom of the prefs 
is the licentioufnefs of libels ; but it is 
not perceived that the freedom of the 
prefs would take, away the danger; be- 
caufe that, under fuch a regulation, 
truth only would remain. The moft 
fcandalous libels have no power except irj 
couiltries that are deprived of the freedom 
of the prefs. Its refl:ri6lions form an illicit 
trade, whichcannotbeextirpated; yet they 
lay reftraints on none but honeft people. 
Let not, therefore, that abfurd contjaft be 
feen in Pruffia, which abfolutely forbids 
foreign books to be infpeftedjj and fub- 
jei^ national publications to fo fevere an n 
inquifition. Give freedom to all. Read, « 
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StkE^ and fvtifer others tx> read. Ktiow* 
ledge will every where expand, and will 
centre on the thnme. Do you wifh foe 
t^arkacfs? Oh! no! Your mind is too 
greats Or, if you did, you irould wifh 
in vain, would aft to your own injury, 
without obtaining the ftital fuccefs of 
' cxtinguiftiing light. You will read, Sire; 
you will begin a noble afibciation with 
books ; books that have deftroyed ftiame- 
ful and cruel prejudices; that have 
fmoothed your paths; that were benefi- 

* cial to you previous even to your birth 
You will not be ungrateful tow^ard the 
accumulated labours of beneficent genius. 
You will read ; you will proteft thofe 
who write; for without them what were, 

• what fhould be, the human fpeciei? 
They will inftrdft, will aid you, will 
{peak to you unfeen, without approach- 
ing your throne ; will introduce auguft 
Truth to ypur prefence, who (hall enter 
your palace unefcorted, unattended ; and, 
having entered, fhe will aflc no dignities, 
no titles, but will retnain invifible and 

. difinterefted. You will read; but you 
A a 3 would 
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would wi(h your people fliould read alfo. 
You will not think you have done 
enough by filling your academies with 
foreigners* You will found fchools, cfpe- 
cially in the country, and ^Yill multiply 
and endow them. You will not wifh to 
reign in darknefs* Say but, tt Let thepe 
*^ be light," and light fhall appear at your 
bidding; while her divine beams fhall 
fhine more refplcndent round your bead 
than all the laurels of heroes a;id con- 
querors. 

There is a devouring plague in your 
ilates, Sire, which you cannot too fud^ 
denly extirpate; and no doubt this good 
deed will npbly fignalizp the firft day of 
your acceffion to the throne. I fpeak of 
the lottery, which woyld but be the more^ 
odious and mpre formidable did it pror 
cure you the wealth of worlds; but 
which, for the wretched gain of fifty 
thoufand crowns, hurries the induftri* 
pus part of your (ubjedi:? into all the ci^-i 
lamities of poverty and vice. 

You will be told, Sjre, what fome pre- 
scinded (latefmen have not blujSied t(x 

write* 
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write, and publilh, that the lottery cwght 
to te regarded as a voluntary tax*— A 
tax? — And what a tax! One whofe 
whole produdls are founded either on 
xklirium or defpain What a tax! To 
which the rich landholder is not obliged to 
contribute. A tax which neither wife nor 
good men ever pay. — ^A voluntary tax ? — 
iStrange indeed is this kind of freedom ! 
Each day, each minute, the people arc 
told it depends only on themfelves to be* 
come rich for a trifle : thoufands may be 
gained by a (hilling. So the wretch be*^ 
lieveS' who cannot calculate, and who is 
jn want of bread ; and the facrifice he 
makes of that poor remaining fhiUing 
which was to purehafe bread, and ap^ 
peafe the cries of his family, is a free 
gift! A* tax, which he pays to his f9ve<» 
reign ! 

You will be further told, yes, men will 
dare to tell you, that this horrible inven* 
tion, which empoifons even hope itlel^ 
the laft of the comforts of man, is indeed 
jan evil; but that it were better you 
^ouki yourfelf colledt the barveft of the 
A a 4 lottery 



C 3^0 } 

lattery than abandon your futjeds to fb« 
reign lotteries.— Oh ! Sirs, caft arith- 
metic fo corrupt) and fophifms (o detcft* 
able, ^ith horror from you. There con- 
tinually are means of oppofing foreign 
lotteries. Secret coUeftorS are not to be 
feared. They will not penetrate far into 
your dates when the pains and penalties 
are niiide fevere ; and in fuch inftances 
only are informers encouraged without 
inconvenience)^ for they Only inform 
againft an ambulatory peftilence. The 
natural penalties againft fuch as favour 
adventurers in foreign lotteries are, in-: 
famy, an exclufion from municipal of- 
fices, from txading companies, and from 
the right of coming pn change. Thefe 
penalties are very fevere^ and no doubt 
fufficient ; yet if violent remedies are ne- 
ceflar}^, to impede the progrefs of fuch a 
crime^ the punifliment of death, that pu* 
niftimait at which my mind revolts and 
ray blood i* frozen^ that punifliment fo 
prodigally . bcftowed on fo many crimes, 
and Aviiitfa perhaps ho crime can merit, 
\Tqiald be rendered mote, excufable from 
■- ' ' ^' J-. ■ ■ ' the " 



thb featful lift of wretchednefs ami dif- 
onler^ which origincrtie in lotteries, thaa 
fsvtn from the moft exaggerated confe- 
quences of domeftic theft. 

But| Sirs, the great, firft, and imme« 
diate operation which I fupplicatc from 
Your Majesty, in the name of your 
deareft intertft and glory, is a quick and 
formal declaration, accompanied with dl 
the awful charafteriftics of foTj'^reignty, 
that unlimited toleration (hall prevail 
through your ftates^ and that they fhall 
ever remain open to all religions. Yon 
have a very natural, and not lefs eftima- 
blc, opportunity of making fuch a dfecla- 
ratioui Publifh an edift which fhall 
grant civil liberty to the Jews. This a£t 
of beneficence, at the very comiftence- 
tntnt of your reign, will make you fur- 
pafs your illuftrious predeceflbr in rdli-* 
gious toleration^ who Was the moft tole- 
rant prince that ever exifted. NorihaU 
this excefs of beneficence be without its 
reward. Exclufive of the numerous i»^ 
creafe to population, and th« large capi- 
tals which l^ruffia will infallibly acquire 

4 . ^^ 
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at the expence of other countries, tlio 
Jews oJFthe fecond generation will become 
jgood and ufeful citizens. To effect this 
they need but be encouraged in the me-i* 
chanic arts, and agriculture^ which to 
them are interdi£bed« Free them from 
^ofe additional taxes by which they are 
opprefled. Give them accefs to the courts 
of juftice equal to your other fubjefts, by 
depriving their Rabbis of all civil author 
rity.»^Oh ! Sire, J conjure you, beware of 
ddayixig the declaration of the moft utd-r 
ircrfal tolerance. There are fears in your 
provinces of rather lofmg than gaining in 
this refped. Apprehenfions aj-f entert 
tained concerning what are called your 
prejudices, your preconceived opinions^ 
your doctrine. This perhaps is the only 
part in which you have been ferioufly 
attacked by calumny. Solemnly prove 
the falfehood of thofe who have affirmed 
you are intolerant* Shew them that your 
refpeft for religious opinions equals your 
refpeft for the great Creator, and that you 
are far from defiring to prefcribe laws 
fopc^rning the manner in which he 

ought 
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©ught to be adored. Prove that, be your 
philofophic or religious opinions what; 
they may, you make no pretenfions to 
the abfurd and tyrannical right of irn^ 
pofing opinions upon others. 

After thefe preliminary afts, which, I 
cannot too often repeat, may as well be 
performed in an hour as in a year, and 
which cqnfequently ought to be per^ 
formed immediately, a glance on the 
(oecQnomical and political fyftem, by 
which your kingdom is regulated, will 
lead you to other confiderations. 

It is a moft remarkable, thing that a.^^ 
man like your predeceffor, diftinguifhed 
for the extreme juftnefs of his under- 
ilanding, fhould have embraced aA 
oeconomical and political fyftem fo ra- 
dically vicious. — ^Indire6l: taxes, extra- 
vagant prohibitions, regulations of every 
kind, exclufive- privileges, monopolies 
without number !— -Such was the fpirit 
of his domeftic government, and to a 
degree that, befide being odious, wa^ 
jnoft ridiculpus. 
|s it not aftonilhing, for example, 

that 
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that a man like Frederic IL c6uM iiMlc; 
his time in regulatings in fuc^i'a city as 
Berlin^ the rates that fhould be paid aC 
inns ; the pay of laqaais ie huagi {£) \ 
and the value of all the neceffaries cf 
life ; OT that ever he fhould conceive 
the projc6l of prohibiting the entrance 
of French apples into the march of Bran- 
<icnburg, which is only produ61:ive of 
woods and fands ? As if the apples oi his 
provinces were in dread of rivals. Thus 
top he alkcd, when he prohibited the 
eggs that were brought from Saxony,— 
" Cannot my hens lay eggs ?" — Could 
he forget that the eggs of the hens of 
Berlin muft firft be eaten, before the in- 
habitants would fend ais far as Dreiden 
for others? His prohibition too of the 
rooufe-traps of Brunfvvic ! As if the man 
had ever, before been bom who fbxmded 
his hopes of fortune on a fpeculation in 
moufo-traps ! It would be cndlefs to col- 
lecl all his Angularities of this kind. 
Wjio can refle£t> without pain and pity, 

{g) Footmen that arc. hired by the day, for the con- 
venience of ftrangers,. T. • 

- . that 



i: j6i 1 

th>t four Uu's^Jred and twelve mdnc^libi 
exift in your kingdom? So interwoven 
was this equally abfurd arid iniquitous 
fyttem, with the fpirit of the government 
of Frederic. II ! Or that a* great number 
of l^ljiefe^ BSonopoUes are. ftill active ; at 
leaft^ that thfe prohibitive ordinances are 
^iJ^(Stive> which beftowed fuch exclufive 
privil/eges on pcrfons many of whom have 
(i^qe h0cn riiiried, and have become bank- 
rupts or outlaws ? Or that, in fine, the 
uumber of prohibited commodities greatly 
€fxpeeds that of commodities that are per- 
mitted ? Thcfe things would appear in- 
credible to^men even moft accuftomcd to 
indulge the regulatory and fifcal delirium ! 
Yet thus low could even a great man fink^ 
who was dcfirous of goveroing too much. 
Is it not equally artonifliing that a mo- 
narch fo active, fo induftrious^ in hij 
royal fqnAbns, Ihould leave the fyftem 
of diredt taxation exa6lly in the ftate in 
which it was under Frederic 1. when the 
clergy were taxed at a fiftieth- of their in- 
Come^the nobility at the>«hirty-third, and 
tl» people at the ieventetoth'-;^ ^ burthen 
.' at 
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fet lliat time exceflivi^ but wHicli, by t^l 
different variations in Value and the iign^ 
of property^ is almoft reduced to liothiiig J 
jSo that induftry and trade have been moA 
unmercifully oppFefTed by your priEkieGef* 
fori at the very time that he Was eftabliih^ 
ing manufactures at an excdfive expencei 
How might this fame king^ fo confiftent 
and pertinacious in what he had once or->- 
dained) at the time that he fettled neW 
colonies by grantmg them franchifes and 
the right of property, the fteCcffity of 
which to agriculture he confequently 
kneWf fufferthe abfurd regulation to ful>- 
fift which excludes all right of property 
in the greateft part of his kingdom ? 
How was it that he did not feel thaf^ 
inftead of expending fums fo vail in 
forming colonies, he would much more 
rapidly have augmented his revenues, and 
the population of his provinces, by en- 
franchifmg thofe unfortunate beafts of 
burthen who, mider the human form, 
jcultivate the earth, by diftributing among 
^ then> the extenfrve tracts called domains 
(which abforb almoft tt>e half of your 
3 cftatcs) 
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eftates) in proprietaries, and on conditidd 
of paying certain hereditary quit-rents ia 
kind ? • 

All thefe particulars, and a thoufand 
others of a like kind, are ftrange, no 
doubt; yet it is not totally impoffibk to 
explain fuch eccentricities of mind in. a 
great man. Without entering here into 
a particular enquiry, concerning that qua- 
lity of mind whence it refulted that Fre- 
deric II; was much rather a lingular ex- 
ample of the developement of great cha- 
ra£ter, in its proper place, than of an ele-^ 
vated genius, beftowed by nature, and fu- 
perior to other men, it is eafy to perceive 
that, having applied the whole power of 
his abilities to form a grand nailitaiy 
force, with provinces that were difunited, 
parcelled out, and generally unfruitful; 
apu, for that purpofe, wifhing to outftrip 
the flow march of nature, he principally 
thought of money, becaufe money was 
the only engine of fpecd, Hence brigi-r 
nated with him his idolatry of money ; 
his love of amaffing, realizing, and heap- 
ing. Thofe fifcal fyftems which mofl: 

efFedtually 
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effeftually dripped the people of thcif 
mfetal were thofe in which he moft de* 
lighted. Every artifice, every fifcal ex* 
tortion, that have taken birth in king- 
doms the moft luxurious, which unforn^ 
tunately, in this as in other things, gavtf 
the fafhion to Europe, were by turns 
naturalized in his ftates. Frederic H* was 
the more eafily led to purfue this pur**^ 
pofe, becaufe fuch was the fitttation o^ 
fome of his provinces that they were al** 
moft neceflarily a market for the prodirfbj 
of Saxony, Poland, &c. and thus the mul-* 
tiplicity and feverity of his duties were 
iefs rapidly deftru&ive of the revenue 
arifing from the tolls. Befjde that his 
nation, but little adive, and ftill perhaps 
tainted by that Germanic improvidence 
which neglects or difdains to fave, did nol 
afford him any other immediate refourct 
than what might be found iii the royal 
trcafury. He imagined the Frtiffians 'Were 
in need of being goaded by addition^ 
which however could only tend to flacken 
tlieir pace. He fuppofed they might be 
taught wifdom by monopolies 5 as if mo- 
nopolies 
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)ni5^1ies Word not injurious io tke pi^ogrdft 
of knowledge. Having takefi his firft 
ftepS) hk uac^querable fpirit of eon^ 
fiftency, which was his diftingui(hingchd«^ 
ra£ieriftic ; the multittxle of his afikirs* 
whi<:h obliged him to leave whatever did 
not appertain to the military fyftem oa 
the fame hafisi and With ilmilar inftitu-a* 
tion^s in which he fDUtid it ; his habit of 
aot fuflfering contradiftion lior difcuf* 
fion i his extreme contempt for mankind^ 
which perhaps will explain all his fuc-* 
cefs, all his errors^ all his conduct ; his 
confidence in his own fuperiority, which 
cpnftrmed him in the fatal refolution of 
feeing^all) of all regulating, all ordaining^ 
and perfonally intei-fering in all ; thefe 
Various caufes combined have rendered 
fifcal robbeiy, and fyftematic monopoly^ 
irrefragable and facred in his kingdom 5 
while they were daily aggravated by his 
dafpotic temper^r and the moTof^nefs of 

Evils fo various and fo great had in« 
deed fome compenfations. To his nu-^ 
ftierous taxes Frederic II. joined a rigo* 

Vol* IL Bb rous 



[ 379 J 

rous oeconomy. Hfc raifed heavy con* 
tiibutions on his enemies. His firft wars 
were paid by their money. He con- 
quered a rich province, where great and 
wealthy indufti7, produced no doubt by 
a government more fage than his, had 
previoufly been eftabli{hed# He drew 
fybfidies from his alj,ie» ; the folly of 
granting which is no longer in fafhion. 
Dpring four and twenty years of peace, 
he enjpyed a degree of refpedl, which ra- 
ther refembled worftiip than dread. He 
continually referved, in his ftates, fome 
part of the money he extorted. His new 
military difcipline, a fpecies of induftry 
of which he was the creator, not a little 
contributfed to his puiflance ; and his 
wealth, in the njidft of indebted Europe, 
would have been almoft fufficiept for all 
his wiflies ; for, had the ardour of his 
ambition longer continued, what he could 
not h aye conquered he would have bought. 
Who indeed can fay whether Frederic II. 
w^s not indebted, for a great part of his 
domeftic fuccefs, to the deplorable ftate 
of the human fpecies in Germany; 

through 
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through mdft of the ftates of which, i( 
we except Saxony, the inhabitants were 
Hill more wretched .tl>an in Pruffia ? 

Yet, Sire, with effoxts fo multiplied, 
^hat. is the inheri^^fJA^ that has been 
left you 'by this gr^at king ? Are your 
provinces rich, powerful^, and happy? 
iDeprive them of t|:i,eir military, renown, 
and the- refoiirces of the royal treafury^ 
which, focm. may yaijiili^' aijd. feeble will, 
be the remainder* . Had 4;ii/5.^pr<3:vinces ,oi? 
which ;your kingdom i? qompofed .been 
under- a > paternal ^govjernpfieiit, ; and peo-i 
ple^.hK) freemen,- the -aGquiiitiQn ^^ Si-; 
lefia .might have jpi^en more diftant j but/ 
how different would have :be^n the, pre-i 
fent ftate and wealth of the whole, re-, 
maining nation ! / -• 

Your iituation, S^Re^^s inti^^.diiferent 
from that of your prpiflgceffor. . IThe de-; 
jftru6live rcfourccs of fifcal regulation are 
.€;xhaufted. A change of fyftera is for this 
reafon indifpenfable. j^n army cannot al- 
ways, cannot long, conftitute the b^fis of 
the Pruflian puiffancc. Your army muft 
.therefore be fupportcd by all the internal 
B b a aids 
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aids which good adminiftration can cm- 
ploy, built on permanent foundations. It 
is ncceffary th« you fliould truly animate 
the national induftry, in ably profiting 
by thofe extraordinary and pefiftiable 
means which have been tranfmitted to 
you by your predeceflbf. Thefe it is 
to be prefumcd you may long enjoy. 
It is not therefore abfnrd to advife you 
to foxv, in order that you may reap. 
Should momentary facrifices^ howcvtr 
great) be neceflary, to render the ^ruflbn 
ftates (which hitffiekt^ fcave only tonfti- 
tuted a Taft and formidable camp) a 
ftable and profperous monarchy, founded 
on freedom and property, the immenfity 
of your treafure will render fuch facrifices 
infinitely lefs burthenfome to you than 
they would be to any other fovcreign, 
and the barter will be prodigioufly to 
your advantage, even fhould the ren- 
dering of men happy be eftimated at no- 
thing. * 

The bafis of the fyftem which it is yoinr 
duty, Sire, to form muft reft on the jtrft 
ideas which you fhall obtain of the 

true 
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true Value of money, which k but a 
trifling pait of national wealthy and of 
much lefs importance than the riches 
which annually fpring from the bofom 
of the earth. The incorruptibility and 
th$ Scarcity of gold have rendered it a 
pledge^ and a mode of exchange, between 
man and man ;. and this general ufe h 
the chief fource of the deceitful opiniona 
that are entertained of its value. The 
^Kility with which it may be removedt 
when men are obliged to fly, efpecially 
from places where tyranny is to be dreads 
ed, has given every individual a defire of 
amafllng gold; andthefalfe opinions cpn« 
cerning th^t metal have been ftrength- 
fned by this univerfal defire. 

No lefs true is it that gold, being an 
engine or agent in trade, and that the 
multiplicity of agents is the increafe of 
trade {b\ and ftill further that the in- 
creafe of trade is the profperity of na- 

(b) The whole reafoning nere, and indeed through 
Ae greateft part of the Memorial, is taken from that 
almoft ineftimabiy valuable work| Smxth's Wealth 
pr Natiqiw. T, 

B b 3 tions> 
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tions, to' imprifon gold, or to a6l To as 
to oblige others tto imprifoh it,- is mad- 
nefs.' What would yoii fay of a prince 
who, defiring to become* a conqtieror, 
ftiould keep his army Ihut up in bar- 
raclcs? Yet kings who aniafs gold a& 
precifely thus. They render that lifelefs 
which is of no value, except when in' 
motion. 

But juft ideas concerning the value of 
gold are neceffarily connedled with .thofe 

' of the governnlent that ftiall refpeEt pro^- 
perty, and (hall purfue principlfes of rigo- 
rous juftice; fuch as fhall infpire unftiak- 
en confidence, and render to each indivi- 
dual the mod perfect fe'curity ; for with- 
out this the true ufe of gold is traverfed 
by innumerable accidents, that deprive it 
of the utility which would otherwife rea- 
der national induftry fo fruitful. 

Whatever you may do, Sire, to infpire 
confidence, it ftill remains for you to ob- 
ferve that nations ^ave commercial con- 
nexions ; and that gold forms .one of 

. th ofe, becaufeof its neceflfity to trade. It 

mufl: flow here or there, accordrrig' to the 

• ' "^ indefinite 
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indefinite combinations of merchants* 
Hence no nation can unite found opi- 
nions concerning tradq with reftraint on 
the exportation of gold. Each man muft 
finally pay his debts, and no perfon 
gives or receives gold, from which little 
is to bQ gained, except when every means 
of paying in merchandize is exhaufted; 
for from thefe profits are derived to 
buyer and feller. What would you 
think,' Sire, of a prince who (hould en- 
courage the merchants of his kingdom 
to eftablilh numerous manufactures, con- 
fequently to employ numerous agents, 
yet iliould forbid thofe agents to leave 
the kingdom that they might purchafe 
the materials of which the manufacturers 
itand in need ? This however is the 
picture of the prince who ihould prevent, 
or lay reftraint on, the exportation of 
gold : fuch would his phrenzy be. But 
in what does this phrenzy originate ? Itjl 
his fear that the gold will never come 
back. 'And wherefore ? Becaufe he fe- 
cretly feels that his fubjeCts are not per- 
fectly fecure of their property. — ^Thus, 
^jRE,you perceive juftice, fecurity, refpea 
B b 4 for 
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fo( meilf and d, declaration of war againl^ 
all tyranny, are indifpenfable conditions 
to every plan of profperity. 

When your fubje^s fti^U b^ at «^e in 
this refpe^t^ entertain no apprehefiflons 
ihould goW feem to vanift^ : it is but 
gpne in fe^ch of gold, and to return 
with increafe. Fprget not, SiiiE, that 
the value pf gold is loftj^ in'etrievably, 
when it is not abfolijtely fubje£ied to the 
will of trade, which alone is its monarchy 
By trade I here underftand the gea«irfli 
action of all produ6live induftry, itosA 
fhc hufb^ihdman to the artift^ 

What has been done in kingdoms 
whcfe the fecurity of the citizen is per- 
fect, and where men have been cent 
vinced that gold never can be fixed, nor 
acquired in fufficient abundance for the 
fupply of exchange ? Why, in fuch 
kingdoms, bqnks have been imagined, and 
bills have been brought into circul?itJon, 
which, from the convidiqn that they 
rnay at any time be turned into fpecie, 
have become a kind of coin, which not 
being liniverfal has been an internal fub- 
ftitutc for gold, an^ induced men not to 

difturb 



( 377 ) 

diftnrb themfeives conceming its extern 
xial circulation^ 

Of fuch eftablilhments you, Siits^ 
ihould be ambitious. Happy the (late^ iti 
which the foveFeign, having habituated 
his fubjefts ta the o];»nion of perfeft in- 
ternal fecurity, can caufe fuflBcient ftiiifcs 
to iffue from his treafury for the efta- 
blifhment of fuch banks^ to his own ad« 
vantage (/)• How many fifcal inven* 
tionS) produced by the fpirit of pilfering* 
under the proteftion of ignorance and 
the laws, how many abfurd and tyrannic 
cal taxes might be annihilated, by gain- 
ing the intereft of that money of which 
this confidential currency fhould be the 
reprefentative ! And what tax ever could 

(i) Notwitbftafidiiig the general exccdlcace of the 
counfel given in this Memorial, there feems to be a 
mixture of cunning in the prefent advice, of which 
^rhap$ the Author vras not conicious. But the pre- 
ceding letters prove that he himfelf was addiAed to 
fpecubtiotts in ftock-jobbing i and, ftil^ more, that 
he wiflied to procuire loans from PruiCa to fupply the 
immediate ixeceffities of France, and of his friend 
de Calohne, The advice however might be| afid pro-* 
^\j was, good. T^ 

be 
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be more mild, more natural, more pfo^ 
du£live, or more agreeable to the mo- 
nai'ch) than the intereft of money which 
he may gain by a currency which cofts 
Jiim nothing ? Such a tax is cheerfully 
paid, for induftry is. the borrower; and, 
iviter^yer induftry finds its reward, each 
individual wiihes to be induftrious. 
, The outline I have here traced, and 
ivhich you, Sire, may ftrengthen by fo 
many circumftances of which I am igno- 
fant, and by fo many others that would 
l>e too tedious to recapitulate^ at prefent, . 
will naturally lead you — • 

I. To the diftrihution of your im- 
inenfe domains among hufbandmen,whom 
you will fupply with the fums they want, 
and who will become real landholders, 
that fhall pay a perpetual quit-rent in 
kind, in order that your revenues may 
augment in proportion to the augpienta-^ 
lion of wealth. ^ 

: IL To the due lowering (till fuch 
time as they tfiay be wholly aboliilied) of 
ihdire6l taxes, excife .duties, cuftoms, &c, 
the produ6l of which will continually:, 
t'i increafe 
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increafe in an inverfe ratio to the'quan* 
tity of the duty, and the vigour with 
which it is coIleSed ; for illicit trade,*" 
excited by too tempting lures, gains pro-^' 
teftors among thofe by whom it ought 
to be reprefled, and agents who had beeii 
appointed its opponents. Such difaftrous 
taxes might Ukewife find fubftitutes in 
the natural and juft increafe of dire6k^ 
taxes ; as on land, from which no eft ate 
ought to be free ; for land finally bears 
the (whole burthen of taxation, which 
burthen is the heavier the more the 
means of laying it on are indireA. How 
many difputes^ Ihackles, inquifitions, and 
diforder's, would then vanifti! Plagues 
which are more odious, more oppreffive^ 
thin the 'burthen of the tax itfelf ; and 
even more intolerable from the mode of 
affeffment than from the value ! That 
artificial vice which before the laft reign 
was unknown in your kingdom, the vice 
of illicit trade, which makes deceit the 
bafis of commerce, depraves the manners, 
:and infpires a general contempt for ^he 
laws, then would^difappcac* To the re.?i 

gions 
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gions of hell itfelf would tlien be . ba- 
niflaed the infernal power which your 
predeceflbr conferred on the adminiftra- 
tors of excife dutieis and tolls, of arbitra-> 
rily increafmg the penalties and puniilw 
ments iniii£led on fmuggters. 

IIL You will firmly and invariably 
deternnne on the fyftem of favouring, by 
every polTible means, the tran^ trade (k)^ 
which mud find new roads fhould fo« 
F^ners longer be vexed ; or rather has 
already found new roads. Ifhe impofi** 
ticmsy and minute examinatic^s, which 
are occafioned by the manner of levying 
duties on this trade, and the fatal v^ 
lance that has been employed not to fn^ 
£tr contraband goods to find entrance at 
the fair of Frankfort on the Oder, has 
fMFoduced this fatal eSe€t that the Poles, 
who formerly carried on a very confidera- 
ble trade at Frankfort, and at Breil^Ui at 
prefent totally ^vcMd both places, and 
condemn tHemfelves to a circuit of near a 

(f) The paifftge 6f foreign g^o4 Aro»g)i tiie Pnifliaa 
ftltts ititt other countti€s. T« 

hundred 
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hundred Germati miles (/) through a 
great part of Poknd, Moravia, and Bo- 
ncmk, that they may- arrive «: Leipfic ; 
for which rfeafon this laft dty, whifch 
b much lefs favourably fituated thaa 
Frankfort on the Oder, where there is a 
great' river, h^ within thefe fifteen years 
become? flourilhingt while the former, 
from tbe fame caufe, has fallen to decay t 
which detay ' continues increafing^ and 
that at the Very moment when the revo- 
lUtioa in America threatens the North 
with fo powerftfl a rrvalftiip. Profit, Sntis, 
by the laft ;ftage in which perhaps the 
tranfit trade can be an objeft of any im- 
portanrce; Favour it by taking off the 
chief of ftier duties which fhackle it at 
prefent, ariti impart a confidence befitting 
of your ckhdotir Wd generous, benevo* 
lence. Haw might 70U find a more for* 
tunate moment 4h which to omanifeft fucfe 
intentions, than tiiat wherein your neigh- 



(/) The Gennan mile is irregular* Jt contatiu 
60m four to fiv^, fix, feven, and even, more miles |)n- 
gCih. T. 
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bours are figQalizing themfelves by fo 
many prohibitive phren^^es ? 

IV. To you> 5iRfi> is refprvcd the reaf 
and fingular honour; of abolishing mono>* 
poHes, which ^re no lefs injurious to 
good fenfe than to equity ; and which in 
your kingdom are .fo perpetual a fource 
of, hatred and maledidlion. The Pi^uf- 
fian merchants^ , incited by , the. example 
of .monopolizing companies (Nature, de-r 
liroiis of prelerving the human race^ 
ever caufes evil itfclf to prpduce good), 
and, thanks to the excellent fituation of 
your ftates, have made fome ^rogrefs, in 
defpite of every effort to flifle their .ii> 
.dullry, on the fir ft ray of hope that mo- 
nopolies fhould difappear ; and thefc 
merchants will, by voluntary contribu- 
tions, afford a fubftitute for a part of the 
deficiency which the new fyftem may at 
firft occafion, in your reyenuei^* 

V. You will .finally .arrive, at the 
greateft of benefits, and at the moft ufe- 
ful of fpeculations in politics and finance. 
You willfet induftry, arts, manufactures, 
and commerce, free; commerce, which 
I only 
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only can exift under the protediion c^ 
freedom ; commerce, which prefers no 
requeft tp kings except not to do it axi 
injury. When you Ihall fdcioufly have 
examined whether thofe . manufadtures^ 
which never can fupport a foreign rival- 
ihip^deferve to be encouraged at an ex- 
pence fo he^vy, prohibitions will then 
. prefently vanilh from your ftates. The 
Jinens of Silefia never were othervvife fai» 
YQured than by exempting the weavers 
from.military.enrolment; and of all thp 
pbjefts ^ PruSian trade, thefe linens are 
the moft important. In none of your 
provinces are any manufa61:ures to be 
found mojFe. flouriihing than in that of 
Weftphalia; namely, in- the county^ of 
JM[arck ; yet never has government dono 
any thing to -encourage the induftry of 
this province, except in not inflifting iiir 
ternal vexations. I repeat, internal, for 
all the produds of the induftry of Pruf*- 
:fian fubjefts, beyond the Wefer, ^are ac-« 
counted foreign and contraband, in all 
the other provinces ; which, odious and 
abfurd iniquity you will not fufFer t^ 

fubfift'. 
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fubCft Vou wQl enfranchife all^ Sir% 
and will grant no more exclufive privi- 
leges. Thofe who demand them are 
generally either knaves or fools ; and to 
acquiefce in their reqnefts is the fnreft 
method of ftrangling induftry. If fuch 
are found in England, it is becaufe the 
form in which they are granted renders 
them almofl: nulL In Ireland they are 
no longer admitted. The government 
and the Dublin focicty afford fupport, 
and give bounties, but on conditbn that 
no exclufive privilege is alked. The rooft 
magnificent, as \vell as the moft certdn, 
means of poffcfling every thing nitun 
beftows is freedom. Sire. It is the pro- 
digality with which flie beftows that at- 
trafts men, by moral feeling and pbyfr* 
cal good. All exclufive grants wound 
the firft, and banifh the fecond. 

I intreat, Sire, you would remark th«t 
I do not propofe you Ihould fuddenly, 
and incautioufly, lop away all the para- 
fite fuckers which disfigure and enfeeble 
the royal fiock which you were born to 
erabellifli and ftrengthen } but I likewife 

con- 
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conjure you not to-be impeded by the 
fear of meeting your colleftors with 
empty bands ; fbr thi^ fear^ being folely 
occupied concerning felf, they wjll not 
fail to increafe. The only man among 
them who really poffeffes an. extenfive 
khowkdge of the general couneftions of 
commerce^ and from whom you may ex- 
pert able fervices, whenever your fyftem 
fliall invariably be direded to obtain 
other purpofes than thofe to which his 
talents have hitherto been proftituted, ^^ 

St RUE N SEE, will confirm all my princi- 
ples. He will indicate various means to 
your Majefty, which may ferve as fubfti- 
tutes to fifcal extorticms^ Thus^ for in- 
ftance, the commutation of duties^ which 
is a new art) may^ under the dire^ion of 
a man fo enlightened, greatly increafe 
your revenues, by lightening the public 
burthen* 

England, formed to afford leffpns to ' 
the whole earth, and to aftonifti the hu- 
man mind by demonftrating the infinite 
refources of credit, in fupport of which 
•very thing is made to concur-^-Exigland 

Vol. IL C c ha> 
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has lately made ar fine and fortunate ex- 
periment of this kind. She has com** 
muted the duties on tea by a tax on win- 
. dows, and the fuccefs is wonderful («). 
. Acquire a clear knowledge of this opera- 
tion, Sire. It is pteferved, with all the 
effc6ts it has produced, in a^ work which 
-will open vaft profpefts to your view. 
^ Your generahzing mind will take confi- 
dence in the ihduftry of the honefl man^ 
<and in the refoiirces of his feilfibility, 
< aided by experience and talents; though 
•the misfortune, of heavy taxes and the 
vicious mode of- aifeffineht . (hould necef- 
farily be prolonged. 

But, Sire, were you obliged to accept 
that heavy intcrcft 'which powers in ddit 
are obliged to pay, as a fjibftitute for 
duties t!iat though deftruAive are not 
comtputable, where vifoujd be the mis- 
fortune? What advantage might not 
refult from treafures employed to obtain 
the payment of interfeft by which mo^- 
narchies the moft formidable are en- 

: W W<mdeffi|liadc«d!i. T. : 
f : ;. D . feeWed ? 
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feebled ? Wherefore: not feize ' the jriieaiw> 
which ^ they themfelves furnifli at thein 
own expence^ no longer to ftand in awe t 
of them ?: Do not you perceive, Sire>: 
that you. would thus without danger, 
make them pay you tribute ? For the 
governments which might be mad; 
enough to with to rob their creditors 
would be unable, thanks to the general 
intercourfe of trade. 

It remains to enquire to whom you 
would confide labours fo difficult, yet 
fo interefting. It is not for a ftranger to 
eftimate the worth of your fubjedls.' 
Yet, Sire, is there one whofe talents^ 
are efte^med in France and England, and: 
him therefore I may venture to name*: 
Baron Knyphaufen is well acquainted^ 
with men and things, in thofe countries 
m which he has ferved^ and^particuliiriy' 
with the fyftem of the public funds, ■ / ; 

But mpre efpecially. Sire, fuinnrioni 
the merchants. Among them are mpft- 
commonly found probity and abilities. - 
From them is derived the theory of or* 
der ; and without order what can be ac- 

C C 2 QOTQr^ 
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complifhed? They are in general men 
of moderation^ divefted of pomp, and 
for that reafon merit preference Be 
perfuaded, Sire, . that the moft en* 
lightened, the mpft wife, and the moft 
humane of mankind, would depart from 
you were their reward to confift in the 
vain decorations which titles bellow. 
Thefe cannot be accepted without tram- 
pling on principles to which men are in-* 
debted for the glory of having merited 
rcfward ; nor without paying with con- 
tempt the clafs they honour. The mer- 
chant who is worthy of your^confidence 
will dread making himfelf guilty of fuch 
ingratitude toward his equals ; and this 
is one of the chara£teriftics by which he 
will be diftinguiflied. In the title of 
Lord Chatham the,great Pitt; expired;^ 
nor did the Lord ever confole himfelf for* 
having adted thus traiteroufly toward his 
own glory. The fervices of the mer- 
chants you may employ, far from multi- 
plying, muft deftroy the monftrous in- 
equalities which diforganize and deform 
yourftates. Thus will men like thefe 

fin4 
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iind their reward, and not in filly titles, 
or the vain diecoratbns of nobility. 

But, Si RE, I have too Jong intruded 
upon the precious moments in which the 
fceptre has fo lately been confided to your 
hands. What can I add which your 
own reflexions, increafed by fa6ls that 
daily muft fall under your notice, will 
not convey a thoufand times more forci- 
bly than any words, of mine can ?' I have 
imagined it might not be wholly fruit7 
iefs to awaken thefe ideas, at the mo^ 
ment of a change fo new, under a variety 
of affairs fo great, and a multitude of 
interefts and intrigues which muft tra- 
verfe and combat each other round your 
throne, and .which may deprive you of 
that calm of mind that is neceffary to 
abftra6t and to feledt. Should you, in 
any degree, be afFefted by my frank^nefs, 
I dare hope it will not be unpleafantly. 
Meditate, Oh, Frederic ! on this free, 
fincere, but refpe6lful remonftrance, and 
deign to fay — 

" Here I find what no man has in- 
^f formejl me gf, ^od perhaps the reverfe 



"ofjwhaltlfliallbedailyfoldi Them6ft:. 
^^ courageous iprtknt truth to kings iin- / 
*<;dcr a^yeil; X^h^ije behold her naked. — 
*^:Thi6 is' pipre worthy of me than the 
^ vepAl incenfe of rhymers, with which I • 
*f am , fuffocated ; or ; academical pape- 
^^.gyrics, which; affaulted me in the . 
"f r^dlc, and fcarcely will quit me iii , 
" the coffin. I was a mail befojre I was , 
*^ a king. Wherefore then take oifence , 
*^ at being treated like a man ; or becaufe 
^^_a ftranger^ who afks nothing from me, 
*^ and who foon will quit my court, never 
^^ to behold it more, fpeaks.to me with- , 
*' out difguife ? He lays before me what 
^^ inipe<Stion, experience, ftudy, and un- 
^* derftanding have coUedled. He gratis 
*^ gives me that true and liberal advice 
*^ of which no maii ftands fo much in 
*^ need as he who is devoted to the 
•^ public good, hitweft to deceive me 
" he has none ; his intentions cannot 
<^ be evil. — Let me attentively examine 
^^ what he has propofed ; for the fimple 
*^ good fenfe, the native candour of the 
^*man whofe only employment is the 
5 a cultivatioH * 
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^ cultivation of reafon, and refledion, 
<< T^y well be of equal value with the 
** old routine of habit, artifice, forms, 
** diplomatic chimpras, and the ridicu- 
^ lous dogmas of thofe who are ftatef- 
*^ men by trade," 

May the etern^ Difpofer of human 
events watch over your welfare ; may 
your days be beneficent and adive ; em-? 
ployed in thofe confolatory duties which 
elevate and fortify the' foul ; and may 
you, till th:e extremeft old age, enjoy the 
pure felici^ of having employed your 
whole faculties for the profperity of 
the people, fot whofe happinefs you 
are refponfible, for to you their happi- 
nefs is intrufted ! 
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